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BY LETTERS, 



XETTTEllN 



SAMUEL C. LOVELAND, 

TRBJLCHBR OP THE DOCTRIKE'^F UNIVERSAL SALVJiTlOlV, 



ANT) 



REV. JOSEPH LABEREE, 

f*A8T0R OF THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH AND SOCIETY 

IN JERICO, VERMONT. 



Come now, let us reason together, saith the Lord; Tliough 
your sins be as scarlet^ they shall be as -white as snow; though 
they be red like cnmson, they shall be as wool. 
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TREFACE BY THE PUBLISHER. 



TftB Letters tbat fit! the following pages, were intended 
to contain an invesligaiicfn of tlie doctrine of endless mise* 
ry, compared with that of the salvation of the whole hu- 
man family. The advocates for each belief, engaged to 
Biake the sacred scriptures the criterion of judging, the 
ground of examination, and the impartial decision of the 
subject. But in the pursuance of our labors, no conces- 
sions have been gained on either side. It is, therefore, 
submitted to the judgment of the candid reader, which 
tide, the scripture appears the most to f^vor, and which ap- 
pears the most agreeable to reason and christisgd experi- 
ence, from the arguments and scriptures offered, as the ad- 
vocates for each sentiment have ju<fged for themselves. 
The subjeot is thought to be a serious and important one, 
cmliradng the interests of every itidividu;^. Our views of 
the «haracter of our glorious and benevolent Creator, must ^ 
have an influence on our moral conduct, and tend to sweet- 
en or embitter life, atcordi^ as they approximate to the 
fight of divine truth, or are foreign from this benignant and 
fialutary principle. Hence the spirit of impartiality and 
free enquiry should ever be cherished in the human breast. 
The deal of prepossession and the influence of popular re- 
ligious tenets, evidentl J form no small barrier to the pro- 
gress of truth. From a view of past ages, we see they are 
as likely to be against the truth as in its favor. 

In making these remarks, the publisher would not so 
much as intimate, that the authors of these letters were al«' 
I together free from similar embarrassments; for undoubted- 
ly they are as strongly attached to their respective seneti- 
ments, as multitudes that have gone before them. And it 
would not be a matter of surprise, i(Uieb^\\^N^\%^\ ^^<^ 
doctriii^, a/ier reading these lelierS) B\iOu\tSLVa.N^ ^ :n^x'^ x^xl- 
favourable opinion of the one, wlio ad^oc^V^^V^^^^^^'^^ «^- 
posite Ah own. Every senlimenl, me^^wK^^ Vy ^^^ ^y^' 
A>n of an oppoaent, to him appears an eM«gpxaV\Q«^«^^»^^ 
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candid, while to one of a similar sentiment it looks fair and 
reasonable. From this consideration, let it be suggested, 
that, when improprieties appear on either side, every ex- 
cuse be made, which charity can find, or humanity ap- 
piove. 

Though I have endeavoured to be dictated by that chris- 
t-an candor and impartiality that weU becomes my profes- 
sion, Mr. Xiab^ree thinks one of my letters so little tov-ths 
purpose, thut, ''injustice,'' I have no claims to an aLswec 
from him. He, therefore, gave me to understand particu^ 
lady, that his letter was granted ''as a matter of favour f*" 
and not of justice; for he said, ''In justice^ you have no 
claim to any answer from mc." In this letter, which was 
granted me as a matter of favtmr^ or pure grace, without the 
least colour of "justice," that I had merited, or could claim 
from him, he accuses me of "/on; crUicismy scurrilitt^ play 
upon ruordSf and whining about a challenge J*^ Now what 
appears Itie most remarkable in this place, is, that as xx^y 
opponent thought I had no claimio an answer, and of course 
would not claim any thing in his answer, that the ordy time 
he undertook to rouse his benevolence, his favour could 
not produce things more precious. 

I deem it unnecessary to give the reader any more in-^ 
formation, concerning what he may expect in the following 
letters; as he undoubtedly will choose to make his own 
conclusions, rather than to learn them from one engaged in 
the controversy. To the candid and generous reader, the 
following pages are therefore submitted, with the humble 
hope, that they may be a mean of enlightening and con- 
firming many who are m doubt which wray to walk. 

SaMVEL C. LOVILANB. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



LETTER L 



To Rev. JosBPU Labsres;' 



X>iBAR Sift, 

I now sit down, according to promise, to ibtroduce 
a frieodfy ccrrespondeRce, on the subject of the exteosive- 
nesBof salvation by Jesus Christ. J^s professed ministers 
of iiis gospel^Jt appears that we have fallen into considera-^ 
&e difference of sentiment^ in relation to the final slate of 
the whole human family. While you openly proclaim, 
tfaat he who remains a sinner during this mortal existence, 
must endlessly remain a sufferer during an immortal exist- 
ence, I preach that all sinners will experience the salvation 
by Christ, to be universal and free. An attempt to com- 
pare these ideas ^'ith the standard of divine truth, must, 
confessedly be conducted with candour and deliberation, 
to promote our interests in the discovery ai^ belief of the 
truth. With such a disposition of mind, I hope to be dic- 
tated in every sentence, submitted to the candid and fair 
eriticism of an ingenuous opponent. 

In pursuing this Qorrespondence, I make, and shall en? 
deavour to maintain by the scriptures, the following state- 
ments: 

1st. The design of God is lo m«fc VV^ ^V^^ V\asc«sv 
Amilj^, from (J^eir defectible 6late» uVVAtR^Vd^-.^^^^^^'^^'^^^ 
/elicitx and true happiness. ^ v\' 

^d. The juBiice ot GoA reciuke* l\vt \\x\^v\t«^^^ ^^ ^"^^ 
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3(1. The Moly Scriptures plainly teach its fulAIinent. 

4th« The iDBlruclion of this doctnoe is attended with 
more sulutary effects, in human society, than any other. 

For scriptural proof of the first statemeut, I shall Intro- 
<luce, at present, on|y two passages. The first Is found in 
^t. John, iii. 1 7. **hox God seut not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world through him 
might k>e saved." I deem it a fair conclusion, that Ood 
works not without design; and that his design is according 
to his work. Of course when we are made acquainted with, 
the one, we are able to judge of the other. Being inform- 
ed that God *^sent his Son into the world, that the world 
through him might bQ»saved," I hereby learn the design of 
God b the salvation of the world; which proves from scrip- 
ture every thing tor which I contend in my first statement. 

The other text I would introduce is I. John, ii. ^, '*'And 
he is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world." The same ob- 
servations which I made on the other text, will equally ap- 
ply to this. If Christ be the propitiation for the sins of 
the whole world, H evidently shows his i2e»]^n to save the 
world. 

To prove the truth of the second statement, I shaH cite 
you to the divine law. The justice of God is contained ia 
his law. I need not quote particular texts; you have them 
at your own option. This law requires the love and obedi- 
ence of all who are under it; which love and obedience cao 
opiy be known in a state of salvation. Toward the most 
rcbpllious and wicked the law changes not its requirements; 
but still demands him to love the Lord God of Heaven, 
and his neighbour as himself. This principle of love, 
which the law requires, will enable us to know God, who 
is love, and whom to know is fife eternal. In the fruition 
of eternal life, we enjoy felicity and true holiness, which if 
the law require, the justice of God must require; and con- 
sequently demands the fulfilment of the design of Ood, as 
/^'presented in the first statement. This being evident, it 
fsplaia the justice ot God cannot Te<\\i\tc ^ cowVtwy ^vVsyx- 
^io/f, namely, a state of endless misery. Xowrnvj^ \\v«t- 
^/•e, expect me to endeavour to maiixlaVixA^^'^^^^V^'^^^^ 
^fOod requites the salration of of »totxet3. 



In relation to the third statemeni^ il may be obgerred, 
thai three things only are necessary to its support; and if 
in neither of these there be a fkiJUre, the statement musi 
be true: or, at least, that God will fulfil his designs. If it 
can be maintained, that God possesses means sufficient to 
aecomplish; wisdom, to planf and powerand ability; to ex- 
ecute his work; then there can be no difficulty in main- 
taining, that he will fulfil his designs. His word by the 
prophet is, Isaiah It. 10, 11, *'For as the rain cometh 
down and the snow from heaven, andretumeth nottfiither) 
but wateretti the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, 
that it may gWe seed to the sower and bread to the eatery 
so shall my word that goeth forth oi^ of my mouths it 
shall not return unto me void; but it shall accomplish that^ 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I 
tent it.** 

The fourth statement is submitted without any remarks, 
with a request, that if you object to it, 70U would offer a 
few reasons* 

Asyoa wished me to express in writing, whether Iheffeyr 
there will be a future punishment, I conform to your desire. 
I think some may be made the subjects of punbhrnent in sr 
future state of existence, or in a state beyond the pretent; 

These statements, wit)) the remarks, are no^ submitted 
for discussion, as expressive of my real sentiments; and for 
the propriety oftheipj Ishallboid myself responsible, until'. 
I am convinced they are not true. 

With senUments of respeot^y^our friend, .: i i. 

SAMUEL C. LOVBLANiX 

Rcv» JosBra lansnfiBk. : 

Bickmandf August l^ylSih^ 






LETTER U. 



To Sjtmms. C. Zjoviukb* 



I veoeived jonr letter, Bot till the 7lh er 8ih of 
Sepiember^aDdtkenleaHedfor U myself at Capt. M's. Tke 
ireek after I receired it I was neeesiarily absent from 
toivnlo attend omr CoBTention; and the week fc^lowing, T 
Was emploTed in pre|)ariog for,, and attending our Associa- 
tion. This I ho^e willsufiiciently explain the reason wky 
an answer to your letter has been so long delayed. 

I read your letter, sif^ with some degree of satisfaclionf- 
but with much surprise. I was pleased with joar appar- 
ent ctiBdour; but was greatly surprised, thai a man who has 
Ike word of Ood in his hands, and professes to preach tha^ 
v<Mrd, should rest his etemarall upon such a manifest mia- 
edBstmetlon of it. 

Yoar first statement, (for I wiiV take them in the man-^ 
nei* yon have set them down) is this; ''The design of God 
if to raise the whole human family from their drfectibh 
state, ultimately, to a state of felicity and true holiness." 
To prove this proposition, you quote John iii. 17; ''For 
€rod scTnt not his Son into the world to condemn the world; 
but' that the world through him ndght be saved.'' I freeljr 
adcnowledge, in all its length and breadth, the doctrine in- 
culcated in this text. The object of Christ's mission, when 
he came upon the earth, in the flesh, was, I believe, to 
make an atonement for the sins of lost men. But I appre- 
hend, if you had attended a little more particularly to the 
context, you would not have drawn the conclusion which^ 
you have. Do you think it altogether right to take a par- 
ticular text of scripture, without, in the leasts considering 
the connexion in which such text stands; and build a 
scheme solely on a very few such paaaa^es^ mm^mC^^t vl- 
eiatioo of all the plain meaning ol aV\ \\i^ Yf^%\ ol ^tv^V\^>. 



What may we not make of the word of God by. such a 
methodf of dealiog? What doctrine inaj we not prove by 
such a manner of reasoning? Take, for instance, the 34lh 
and S5th verses of the 1 Otb chapter of Matthew; *'Think 
not that r am come to send peace upon the earth; I came 
not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a 
man at variance against his father, and the daughter &-: 
gainst her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mo- 
ther-in-]aw." Now let us, on these passages, adopt your 
method of reasoning, and I believe you yourself will ac-^ 
knowledge, we should make out rather a terrific mission 
for our Saviour to our world. 

The other passage you quote, I think is equally foreign 
to your purpose. I,, however, with the rest of my Con* 
gregational bi^ethren, in New-England, firmly believe,'^ 
Christ made an infinite atonement, or propitiation for the 
sUis of the whole world. That is, he fulfilled the divine 
law, restored its honors, magnified and^ made it- honoura* 
ble. This law was infinitely holy, and just, and good. 
The tran^essioQofitwas an infinite crime;, itof course re«- 
quii^edan infinite atonement^ in order that God might be 
just, and the justifier of him tha( belie veth in Jesus. God 
could not, consistent with his perfections, pardon s^n, with* 
out. a propitiation; no finite being could make a propitia- 
tion; Christ ha& done this;, faith iii him is now thecondi* 
tion of salvation* 

This, sir, in my view, is the whole meaning of the sec- 
ond text you quote. These two, by no means, establish^ 
youc proposition. In faet^ they intimate no such idea as- 
you have taken from them, when taken in their true sense;, 
and their true sense is plain, when considered in the con- 
Bexion in which these texts standi No mention is made 
lliere, that it is the design of God to make all men holy. 
Bepentance towards God, and faith in the Lord JesuA ia 
the condition on which eternal life is suspended. ''With- 
out faith it is impossible to please God." Listen to some 
of the last words of our Saviour to his disciples. '^Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
He that bellevcth and is baptised, sliall be saved; but he 
tkat believe th not, shall be damned." Read, if youplease,. 
C^lsl';s Jescriptieii of the last jadgjmwV) ^>.V^<t^^ '3^^>^ 



{ 



38 

jrUhdrawnliifi mercy from him; anfl even if I coald luiow 
Ihatliis probationary state would be lengthened out to a 
inillion of years, and the sinner M^ould continue till the last 
hour of his probation, in the mosft intense pain,' if this pain 
were absolutely necessary lo make hira better, and bring 
him to repentance, and qualify him for heaven, I could not 
call him accursed, nor believe that God had ceased to show 
him mercy. Certainly, if it be a mercy or a blessing to 
carry an intelligent being to heaven, and make him ^eter- 
nally happy there, it mu^i be a btessing and not a .curse lo 
use those means which are absolutely necessary to 'qualify 

. Iiim for that place. If a man were sick, and must die unless 
some blood were taken from him, although thc^takingpf |^e 
Mood might be an operation somewhat painful, yet no one, 
I think, would call it a cursed remedy, if nothing else could 
save the man's life. If your construction of the scriptures 
be correct, they speak a language totally different from 
what we suppose they mean. By we 1 mean ^common 
i»en. By a curse common men mean an absolute evil, and 
those who are cursed suffer real <evi(; but to put men under 
an adminislri.tion of grace cannot be called an evil. It is 
certainly a great good, an unspeakable blessings if no other 
means can bring them to endless felicity. Hear David; 
^'Blessed is the man whom thou chastc/Ufft, O Lord," £^c. 
Also, St. Paul, ''For whom the Lord loveth he chastcnetk, 
andscourgeth every son whom he receiveth: if ye endure 
chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what 
^/);ti8he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be 
without chastisement^ w hereof a/Z ate faitakers^ then are ye 
' bastards and not sonsi'* 

Now, sir, I would ask, why this distinction in the lan- 
guage of the Bible, between saints who ^re disciplined on 
the earth, and the wicked who are sent t^ hell, to be put 
there under a course of discipline? If their punisfameot is 
inflicted on them for their own good, everlasting good, why 
are they not said to be blessed? Why are they not called 
sons and said to beloved of God? It appears to be the idea 
of il/ff Apostle,, thai there were some who did not receive 
mere cliasiisemetd, whom lie ca\\% Vw&VaV^v, ^U ^ ho are 

^oDspartdke o/'chaBligemenij i\^e mcV^eA \\iYv«\\^ V5wai^^&. 

tliej;^ are only chastised for ttieir owtx jjo<^^, ax* wxa^ asA. 



i^liere to find the ba&tards, is aot for me to determiD^. N^ 
where can you find I beliere, in the word of truth, the 
saints threatened with fierj indignation; the Vengeance, 
the fury, the wrath, &c. of God. He will, he stiys, visit- 
their iniquities with stripes; but his JoTinjg kindness will he 
not take from them, nor suffer his faithfuhiess' to fail. But 
dreadful indeed are the denunciations of woe againfit hia 
enemies or the despisers of his Son and the gospel. Isaiah, 
lis. 18. '^According to their deeds, accordingly he will re- 
pay, fury to hb adversaries, recompense to his enemies.^' 
St. Paul sap, >'God will render indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man th^l doeth 
- evil. ^'Vengeance is mine and 1 will rep.iy, saith the 
Liord." **The Lord will be revealed from heaven in flam- , 
ing fire, taking rengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord J^sus Christ.' 
Jude speaks of some who are set forth as an exam^ilp, "suf- 
fering the vengeance of eternal fire." I should tiiid no 
difficuHy.infillingmj paper with similar qtiotatlons, both 
A'om the old and new testaments. But suiiScient has been 
adduced to show the different manner in which the s^crrd 
' writa^ speak of ' the children of God, and the impenitent 
despisers of his Son; a difference wholly uriinteltigible ou 
your plan of disciplinary punishment in hell. But again, 
The scriptures uniformly ^peak of God's peculiar and distin- 
guishing mercy to his saints. He keeps them as the apple 
of his eye. He is their God, and no good thing will he 
withhold from them; while he sends v rath nponiiis ene« 
mies. But on the supposition that future punishment is 
inflicted to make those who suffer it better, I Cannot under- 
stand why God is not equally merciful to all. Beyond all 
controversy he is infinitely merciful to those he punishes 
in a future world, merely for their own good. They nould 
benifiniteloserstf not sent there; because we must go on 
the supposition that no other means could \ reduce the de* 
>' aired> effect. These are, of course, the best possible means 
#hfcii could be applied. Because if you su^j^ose IhalooLvld.- 
;^r|ir isi^anr would effect the ol>]ecl; vjcuXd VitvKv^ \V^%^>ask- 
r!:' 'tafff safferera to re{>entance, you chat^e ^o\ V\>^kv ^twAt 
>r^ cbarg^e him with itiflicVing umet^t^i^^x^ ^wCx^xsv^v 
t^out anj good otgect* PosaiWy ^ou axixv-j va.>j V\w^ 



wilder meaos might have brought tbeoi lo repefitaB«« in 
thig life; but because they cootkiiied iinpeBiteut wbUe In 
this world, Ood tendA them to bell, aad iofliets there moie 
severe punbhments. But thk would be giving ly the arg«- 
meAt; would be granting that hell torments are infiicted for 
other purposes than merely thegood of the suirerer«. This 
would be punishing them iortheur ciimes instead of tfaininS 
them up for heaven. 

I might pursue this aigument much further; but it waa 
my object merely to hint at somethings, just to let you 
see that this ground you have taken is by no meaM teoa*^ 
bie. On the supposition which you have made in this aa- 
nwer, that future punishment is inflicted to make those wko 
are subject to it>^etter and bring them to repentance, so 
one is punished for|iis dhis; can in no sense be said to have 
judgment without mercy; for his punishment is mer^, 
rich mercy, th« greatest mercy God couid bestow upon 
bim. He is not confined, then, till be baa paid the very 
la&t mite* This yoit aee^ then, leaves you e^aVy with the 
j&rst answer, at war with the word of God. 

Kow, sir, 1 think I might fairly dismiss tU»siitje€t» and 
rest till you have cleared up the difficulties which I have 
already mentioned; and should I rest till then, I appre- 
hend my quiet would not very soon be distuibed. But at 
in what you call the main argument, you have taken yonr 
stand, and appear to think you stand strong;, upon only two 
texts of scripture, I will endeavour to show you that those 
texts of sciiplure do by no means lend 9 ou that support 
which you suppose. John iii. J 7; ''God sent not bis Son 
into the world to condemn the world; but that the workl 
through him might be saved.'* I. John, ii. 2; ''He is the 
propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only; but also for 
the sins of the whole world.*^. From the first of Uiese te|[f 3 
you infer, it is the des^ of God to raise all mankind Irom 
their defectible state; or, you leam the design of God is the 
salvation of the world. You suppose by the world, in tbia 
texU 10 meant numerically every individual of the humw 
race; aod that Christ was^eakinf; to Njchodemus of the 
moJvenalUy 0/ salvation. Kow 1 «tta^«c\. ^a\\X V^\ Vsp^ 
'fo difficult task to prove that y<>u^aieiB\!A.i9&ft.u Va>DA>^ 
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fvh^/tf rvwH as they are use^ in scripturey do not uecessari- 
Ij mean every iDdividual of the humajp race. I will just 
€|uoie a few texU to illuBtrate this. JiDhn xii. J 9. ''Per- 
ceive ye how ye prevail nothing. Behold the world has 
gone after him." John vii. 7. ^'The world cannot bate you, 
but me it hateth.'' But had not Christ some disciples i^ hen . 
he spake this, who did not hate him ? Were there none in. 
the world who looked for the consolation of Israel, a n4 the . 
Saviour thereof? Christ surely would not charge su^lv, with ^ 
hating him. John xvi. 20. '' Verily I say unto y<Hi, ye 
shall weep and lament^ but the world shall rejoice.7: And . 
in the 1 7tb chapter,, wheee Christ^ prays particularly for 
his disciples and says, he does not pray (or the ivorld'.^- Me 
says, verse 14th, ''The world hath hated them, because 
^ey are- not of the worlds" These passages which 1 have 
taken from the same John, whom youcjuoted to prove yiHi- 
ixBt (^atement,- are sufficient to show you, tliAt as; th^i (A 
ppstle frequently used the terra world, it cannot meaniMU- 
naerically every^ individual of the human i^ace;. Btijldie 
universality of, salvation was not the subject of 4i9COuif3^, 
nor how exiensivethissalvation should be» : fa 

You will allow I hope that our SaviouE in the snipe #^^ 
course wopld be- consistent with himself/ But he..t^« 
Nichodemus in the next verse, ^*he that believeth rtpiv/is 
condemned already.^' It is very easy to understand {\\h 
chapter, and make it consistcnl with Itself, if wei^re^^f^pn^- 
ed. The Jews you know expected a powerful tempi>THt 
Prince in the {Hromi^ed Messiah. Thej misonder&tood Vbe 
prophecies which predicted a Saviour, and supp^ifsedjt 
should have been he who would restore the kingdf>in ^lo.tls- 
roef. They expected the other nations «ouId h^T^i^o 
share in the salvation which would be brcjiigh.4; ii^ by ih^ 
Messiah* All except the Jews would be coiHlemnefir ..»; . 
Nichodemus wasa Phr^risoe, proud and coiiceileil^ y e^ilJ- 
norant, grossly sOy of the ''deslgu" of God in sending Ihs 
' Son ioto the worlds Christ cndeavoui;s to re.ctify: hi$ mis- 
take, and tells hlro, *'A'8 Moses lifted up the stv^^v^V. vwAW^ 
wilderness, so must^he Son orfua\\\)^. \V\'?Aw^^VvYvx\TSKW^'Ci- 
€ver Mieffcth in hi i a should not ^w?>kvV^^^^ "^"^^^ vX^x:^^> 
life. [' You are mlBtaken, »;^y^ Vwe. u\ V\\^viV\\^^^^^^^J;^^ 
wi/Zaendliis Son ioto th^L vroxVAy Vo co\^^w«^ '^^'^■ 
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' «1c<!lp( ike StiRBi for God M«t not hii Son into ilie mtuM Ui 
^tmAtmn the VfMd; but thai Mlvatton ttigfat be heeto^ll 
tiie litimate fai&ffy, whether Jotr or Gentile; that whofio- 
evtrhelieTeth, or willbelieTeinhiin, shallnot perish, but 
Iktitt everlastkig life. Thb I b^HereiB plain. If you oan 
hHni a&j scripture whieh but* all men shall be bom again, 
you may with some propriety make the statement, that all 
ihen will be raised to felidty, but not till then. Till jus- 
tiee was satisfied, or till the law was magnified and made 
lionour^ble by the great atoning sacrifice, CM could not 
consistent with his justice pardon the sinner. But this 
^reat obstruction to the Balration of men, has been rumored 
by Christ, by hfo being made a cursefor u^. He is Hie pro- 
pitiation for our sins; that is, he has made an atonement; he 
' has saiisfiedthe demands of the law; and heisuot thepropi- 
'liallon of a few, but his sacrifidng himself, is a sacrifice, or 
propitiation^ sufficient for the whole world. 1 believe the 
^Mriptlii^s represent this atonement of infinite t'alue; you 
db^oi believe this. One thing you believe, I presumcr 
that Christ's atonement was such as to answer all the de- 
mands of the law, and was equally valuable as the law, 
Whether you suppose that law worth ten thousand talents^ 
^^orhiotsomuch. Every difficulty as it respects the law 
Svks entirely removed. There remains yet but one ob- 
'^truction to the salvation of sinners, and thatis thehr cor^ 
-irfipt temper of mind. Were their temper right; did they 
all believe in Jesus Christ, they would, without doubt j ail 
be saved and enjoy endless felicity. But the great ques* 
.iiouls, do.lhey, or will theyall ever possess this faith? Prove 
this, and you. have established your statement. Prove 
'^ilrat all men will absolutiely exercise true faith in the Re- 
""ileeiher, either in this world or in that which is to come, 
^ahd I will embrace the doctrine of universal salvation; but 
-till you hive done that I cannot subscribe to it; and till 
you hav another Bible, you will never do that. And noW| 
sir, I must take my leave for the present, after a few mis^ 
me/Jaoeous remarkf. 
v^^/oZ-offr exposition of part o{ Wie ^tsWv tlia^ter of 
^^ttbew^ I will just observe, that a gcealet ^\!Kt^^t4 <A 
J^ahi BGtipture truth, aQd even amote^ta^LVe^ cotsX^io^V^A. 
^^moD deeeacy, lD€Tcrsawmaxniea\x4by wy mwa* \ 
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is^eak loberly wbeo I ^7, had I seen tkat coioBieiil and 
had not kiM>wn frdm itliotit ilf eaiii«, 1 should have sup- 
fKMied, either that the writer wa0 not serious, aod intended 
his piece as a barlesque on the laoguife of the Saviour^ 
or, that he had not been gifted bjr his benevolent Creator 
vHh a common share of intellect. I shall not spend ray 
time in attempting to prove your sentiments false; for tcf 
do so, iroufd in my opinion be as ridiculous as to write a 
Tolmne to prove the Koran was not the gospel of ' Jesuv 
Christ. I will ftnrther observe, If yoQ see proper to give 
sue an anawer to this, I KhaH espeet sober reasoning, with- 
oat any quibbling, or misrepresentation of my sentime^tsi 
or essays at wit. And I would be glad to see a j^lain an- 
swer to theditt^ullie^ or ratlierthe nnscriptural senti- 
ments irhich I have pointed out in this stricture on your 
iiflstrers. Also how great a punlslmieiit you soj^se mlijht 
justly be. iofiicted' on thfsinttei^ or, ^e Tiolater .6f the di* 
Tinelaw; andlnfatt,lierw youean reconcile your se'nti* 
HMOtsthat all men will he delivered from thehr deserved 
.]^idiffleBt, with tii4 positive declari^tions of scripture; 
-wlMyoa will do with the blasphemer ^gabuA the Holy 
Ghost; andhowyou will reconcile your Idea of diiidplinary 
punishment withtiM language ofthe Bible, &c. 
t am, sir, your wdl wiAi^, 

3. UUBEBBIE. 



44f 



liETTER Vlir. 



To. REY^k Joseph Labbrbb^ 



Bbrnard^ May 25, 1816. 
Ret. Si», 

Id aQBwei lag your last, I purpose to wiite three let- 
ters; Doticiolg, 111 ^he first, your remarks upoD my first state- 
ment; io the second, what you hare offeredon the curse of 
the divine law; and in the third, what you have said of the 
design and subjects of punishment I think your frankness 
in acknowledging you haye not attempted to reasgn till 
/ now, is worthy of notice; especially, inrhen I call to mind, 
that you expected it from me; and were disappointed, as 
you ^rite, because you tlid not find it. It appears then, 
your disappointment rose, because I had not labored hard 
with logical arguments; wheq on your part, you frankly 
own you have done nothing about them. But lo, a reason! 
''I saw nothing to argue dgain&t. -' Was there not a state- 
ment, containing a branch of ray faith in opposition to 
yours? Were there not scriptures brought to substantiate . 
the statement? But I am told, the statement in the ''very 
outset;''' was '^assumed.'' Yes, yousay^ ''To attempt to 
reason with a man, who in the very outset^ assumes, by 
way of what he calls a statement, the sole point about 
which we contend, and supposes be has established that 
point by the introduction of only two texts of scripture^ 
which had no reference to the subject of controversy, ap- 
peared to me perfectly idle.'' Tou ''saw nothingto argue 
against." How is thn to be understood?...that my argu- 
ments were so conclusive, that there was no rown for de- 
bate? You did not mean to be tiEiken in this manner; but' 
probably many will think it is so, and think you took thb 
method to extricate yourself. But supposing I had assum^' 
ailhe siBteme€i4 ought you to give it up on that account^ 
svd tamely yield with a few comi^Uii^UT Ho^ Va VV\a^u^ 
would St miuiister adorn a good pvofewAoia, ^% ^ «ftV^\« ^'^ 
JTmus CJbrisi? But assttms^ Va tat feom V>^% W^ ^^^ 
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ImM ctteifeiimy dvteiroidf finomlbe fiblleiten *^Tbei^ 
>MUmaktM imiUktht reittai1» are How «ibffiiU^d far flimis^ 
- filmi, ai ezpreflBlve ef msy te$t\ . tttflinemi." Thus, lO'&r 
JhoD being afRuoed, ^ou seethe j mefeoMy ivihnUi^fvr 
HMfuHoH^ and to be-admitted Ime, wben proved. In ike 
MOteoce thai introduced the ^tftiitellienlt, I #id not pMitr^e*- 
ly state that they were true, nor that! could ^r^wt iMiea^ 
but said I shall endeavimr to ouiintaki ^em. If this looka 
like assasBpiioD, wtidtt do you think of some of your own 
'tapressioim? IiOok;at Ui« foltowlng ^ttirtatSon: ^Ifo«r» 
Bir, I tiikik i might fairly disntiiOthlssiitijecl, asid rest till 
yoii hav« clearod up the dtficolties ahremdy mentiotitd, 
mnddmtUIrat^Ulihmf J^fprHumimf -jmH^nikld not 
9mf40&n be UsHgrML'' ''Frov« th4t all tson iriU absolute- 
ly exercise 4me fai^ in the Eed^mtv, either in this world 
Of in that whkh is to «one^ and 1 wiH enibraoe the doe- 
Mne of onlraesal salvatlOBS »hM till you have ^one ihat, 1 
^^oan n afe su bscribe ^io U; ^§indtUlifou^hm$'aMdlkerBibU,yint; 
mil never do that.** Ifyou/telhe rank ^ef hunafrkitetli- 
>g«noes, slanid «sirie^ ato "^a oomnson ttian/' whkh opnion I 
t^Muni you fai^¥f:ofyoiiisi^)f, and which I never nnd^ttboictOk 
^kpuie,! tithdcyoUmnst be able to >see from Uie above 
v^tuotatlons that I ain^ cloar from your chzu^e of assumptiobt 
and have the extveme mortifi^tion to find that yourae- 
eusstion against me if your own toBderanailoa Vfeve » 
- man to search the Qaftettes of onr «ouiitry, prisied in a 
^me of war, when the public w^itH was kiflaaed in the d$re 
ooalaghm ofipavtypoii^les» oould be find oxpri^ssiofiB more 
4egaiatU;8l,«r^nM»e positive assumptions^ tliaii you^have 



I have used two texts of scrtpturo to prove my §1%! 
statement, and endeavoned to show my reasonable argu-* 
ments^ow they supported It. If ow in oppoidtlon to thk» 
I have the anthoilty of Mr. Lab^ree only, that the tests 
have no reference to Hie ^sul^et. This authority I beg - 
leave to dispute. I do not see why you oughtto have the 
frerogaHve of saying, they llaveno reference to the subjeot, 
any more than 1 ^riiraM, of 8fBnnW% to\\k^ i:^Wt«3r} . "^ss^ 
Jei t» look At tlK statement, in vVftW ^«ti^ tosN-XK^^.* ^- 
wB0sym, *t?adacnt his Son Into \te^ viOtWr-*-^^^^. 



A was thought * the world*' included ^^the whol6 hrnnjtD 
fftmil^;" and ''to Bare the world," was ''to raise the whole 

. human family* from defectibility to felicity and true holi- 
ness;" and that if God sent his Son to do this, he designed 
to have it done, ^ow you will not so much as attempt 
to reason on the subject, because you say it has no refer- 
ence to it 

Does not your assertion resemble D's in )he following si^ 
militude? A employs B to dear a lot of land of trees. B 
gives information of his appointment to his friends and rel- 
atives« among whom are C and D; and writes, saying, 'A 
sends B; not to condemn the land, but to clear the land/ 

. G states to D that it is the design of A to dear all that lot 

. of land. D disputes it. C then produces the written doc- 
ument; but D still persists that it is not A's design to clear 
that land, and affirms that the sentence C brought, has no 
reference to the subject of controversy. All that he will 
allow is, that B should cut out the brush os under stufif^ so 
as to. make it pcs^ibls to clear the Ifuid: 
As you appear to be so positive that'iny statement is not' 

' supportable, neither by positive texts of scripture, nor the 
general tenour of God^ word, I will take this opportunity 

' to add more scriptural evidence to its support. ^'To bring 
a positive declaration of sCiiplure," you say, I ''will not* 
attempt." This will depend upon what you understand ta 
be a positive deduratioii of scripture. If by a positive 
scripture to the pointy^you must have the very word <;^6-^ii, 
it is acknowledged such a declaration cannot be produced;^ 
for I do not recollect as the word design is used in the whole 
Bible. But if a word or sentence can be found that plain- 
ly expresses its' meanings without argument or inference, 
ought it not to be considered a positive declaration to th« 
point in question? Then what would be the difference iff' 
saying, *<jod designed to raise the wliole human family 
from defectibility tohoUness," and saying, "He vv\\l(thelei) 
bave all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth?" I. Tiro. ii. 4. If the above text had said, ''he 
designed to have all men saved," &c. would you pretend to 
deny that it is a positive declaration to the point? If you 
wou!d be at the trouble to examine, you will find the 

€rjce^i wasd M^ameanSy (o be nnUing^to fviskiU dfisire^ £a 
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-mean or deaign. Hence the above text would have adnll- 
ted the ytoi^ design aft well*aBnn% but either makelt ex* 
press to mj purpose, and full to the satisfaction of ever^r 
reasonable unbiassed mind. To make out that this text is 
BOt full to the support of mj statement it must be shown' 
that God does not design what he mils; that a// me^ do not 
mean the nhole human family; and that being saved and 
t&mmg%o the knowledge of the truth do not mean raised from 
defectibility and true holiness. All or one of these must be 
pointed out or the text is full to my purpose. 

For universal reconciliation, see the following; 2 Cor. 
T. 19; CoL 1. 30. That the recanciled :ire saved, see Rom/ 
T. 10. For universal jt/5/t^a<foit. see Rom. v. 16,18; 
Oal. iii. 8; Rom. iv. 5, where justification is appliedlo the 
nngodtj. That the justified are saved from wrath^ see 
Rom. V. 9. For a universal gathering in Christ, see Ephe. 
i. 10 That this was purposed according to God-s mZ/, see 
the 9th verse. Universal life in Christ, 1 Cor. xv. 22. 
That all in Christ are new creatures, 2 Cor. v. 17; which 
proves the new birth for all, or that all will be born again. 

I am glad you acknowledge the text in St. John, iii. 17, 
represents God as having a design in sending his Son into 
the world. Your words are these}' ^^Nichiyde'mus was ig* 
norant, grossly ao. of the ^design' of God in sending his Son 
into the world.'^ I think you hold that God had a design 
in sending his Son into the world, or you could not have 
supposed Nichodemus ignorant of it ; fot if he had none, 
neither Nichodemus, nor any other person, could know it« 
or be ignorant of it. But you represent Christ as correct* 
ing Nichodemus in the words of our text. '*You are mis- 
taken, says he, in thinking that God will send his Son into 
the world to condemn all except the Jews. For God sent 
not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that 
salvation might be free to all the human family, whether 
Sew or Gentile,*' &c. Kow, sir, if the text represent God 
as having, a design, which I gather from your words before 
quoted, all that divides between us is, what the design is. 
You say, "it is that salvation might be free to all the hor 
man family, whether Jew or Gentile, that whosoever be- 
lieveth, or will believe in hira, shall not perish but have ev* 
crlasting life;" and the text aayajWU^HowiCJ^V^sv^^^i^V 



Qflbefe iW0' I mli a4«pl ttie tcscl rallier thanymir aj|la- 
Bftti^ If hich in its Qns lao^nge fffoves 1^9 italenieiil, 
nc4wUh9t9Bdi9Cy<Ni8a&d U J^d aor refennce toilie ndb* 
jpct; wUhtkifrpne^iso^ that the ir«fM»MHi9 the whole lii»- 
««tt&iiii)7v Sutherel find I am aliackedL Ilk^iiuefrn 
iMBeA irlMthcr "the iMrU ib««|] immericalky erery indi- 
TidOal ^f the huiDiin race." You first ipoUe John xiL 19. 
^P^iveiye ye hi»w ye prevail Bothiog? behold the world 
k«8 tQW afUr him.'' Here it is eoneludied that the nwrli 
could not meajs «very indi viteal of the homaD race« be- 
ctuae they did not aH exist in that age; nor is it reasooa* 
bie to suppose thai every isdividual of thai geaeratioohad 
tTcr heard of Christ In reply> I would reniai'fc, these are 
tt9ft the words of CJuist, Wf of any of his disciples; but the 
iBttrMiriogSfOf the Pharisees moiig themselves is a pas* 
vum. They meajol. so (Wubt to repres^t a great muJita«. 
Iude» or aJmoaft the whole natioB^ Your sext is John vii. 
7; **Tbe world cauiiot hate you; but rae it hateth.'' Id 
t]M0 passage you except Cluist's disciples, and all those that 
lodged for the consolation of Israel. J^Tow, w, if from this 
term world, you except no more, as it appears you cannot, 
I shall be content; for it proves that the world means all 
thai hate Christ, though others are excepted; and if all 
these be raised from a state of hatred to a state of holiness, 
the other may i»e dispensed with; for the whole need not 
t&ephysjcian as ibose that are sick. Thus you see from 
the passages you have chosen^ there is no exception to the 
term world, only iu those thai Christ has taken out of the 
world in a spiritual point of view. Your next says, 'Hhe 
world shall rejoice.'' Here you suppose wiihotit doubt the 
world includes the wid&ed; then the righteous are except* 
ed. To this explanation I have no objection, and am wil<r 
ling to apply it to Joltn iil 17; which argues that it is 
G<^'s design to save the wicjced. You still quote anoth- 
er, which represents Christ as praying for his disciples, and 
not fer the ivor^' of course the disciples are an exception 
to tl)e world* But I find his prayer is enlarged in the SOih 
verse, ( l'7th cliapt^) apd still more so in the 2 1 st and 9dd. 
One 'more you quote, -'The world hath hated them bC' 
cffnae tiiej are tii4 of the world.^' Why were they not of 
ife wmI4? fiecause Christ chose Uiei» out. Thciv bo - 
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fore be took them out, the world includecl the whole. . . • 
JB'rom these passages I find the, world means . oumericallj 
everj one in a defectible state, and indeed no others could 
'be saved from it; of course they prove nothing against my 
ideas of the term world in John iii. 17. 
J After all it «eems you have attempted to show what 
might be .done without much reference to the .subject of 
CiDHtroVersy. . For you write, , ''But th.e universality of sal- 
vation w^s not the subject of discourse." Tou then say, 
."You will allow that our Saviour in the same discourse 
would^ be consistent with himseUV? Yes; but what hin- 
ders this universality? Answer. ''He^that believcth not is 
coudeinned already*" Then it appears you understand 
condemnation' to be ^ a sentence to endless misery. If so, 
look at the number, expressed in Ilom. v. i 9; '*£y the of- 
fence of one judgment came upon aUtneHio condemna- 
tioB." Is not Cknst now consistent with himself, in a de- 
sign to save the whole, as well as a part?; . 

You understand the texts in J^ohn iii. ] 7, and 1 John, ii. 
2, to convey the idea that Christ made an infinite atone- 
ment for the sins of the whole world; not, however, wjth a 
design to save the world. This I learn from your first let- 
ter. Now the question is, whether the world mean nu-. 
merically every individual of the human family. You 
have undertaken to prove that it does not. On this 
ground, the following is the conclusion: Christ has made 
an infinite atonement for the whole world, which is not fiu* 
merically the whole human family, and did not design to 
save the whole world; though the whole be but a part of 
the human family. Tiiis is reducing a part to a still smal- 
ler number. 

Where you represent Christ as correcting Nichodemus, 
you write, ''For God sent not his Son to condemoi the 
world, but that salvation might be free to alt the human 
family, whether Jew or Gentile," But where did you 
learn that salvation is free iw all the human family? Did 
you gather it from the term world? This you have just beeu 
trying to limit to a fart of the human famiiy; and you had 
no other term or phrase in the text or conte^t^ fcQfa vclxvtK 
you could draw such a conclusion* W you ux\^ex%Vwi,\>X^ 
term world, ia John iii. 1 7, to mean a\V \Yi^\k>xtiv.^uV^mA^x 
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why did jou try to liinU it to a partf It makes jour 
all ooiiftislott. 

In iht begimiii^ of fw!t i^t«r, fir an apologjr for pa A 
Keglecty' you write; **'to alteinplto reasofi withamaiig 
who aflMines fire M>ie point about which we contefid^ ap- 
pears to me perfectly idle." Tou tetl m^ towards the doso 
^f youf letter yoil ^will try;'' sM when you come to in* 
Iroduce what has no W been under eondderation, yonaay; 
*^I win endeavour to show Tott [Ihf am^umM noAmk] thtx( 
those texts of seriptoi^ do by ilo means lend yoil the sup- 
port whieh you suppose.^ Kow I find you engaged In at- 
tempting what In tlie b^^ning oFthe same tetter yon 111- 
Ibrmed me appeared to you «ei^4»6%M2f; AndlsidnnitH 
to the judgment of the tandid, whether your succesais not 
equid to what m^t be reasonably expected, eren of a 
common man like yourself, when be undertakes to per- 
CDra what appears to him perfectly idle. 

SAM9IL C. LOTK^KB^ 
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UlTTJEB JX. 



To Kkv. Jmnv^ XasMss^ 



Tou«eep ta e^qnresffa doubly wlietb^r jou will be 
9Ue io Gooviiioe «ie thai j w si»ke suij aUevpU ai rea* 
•ouUi^ hut i97» *^I will try." Sk^ J hi^l Q^irer ^ali to 
fo mnpajUbil as to itnj mj opjp04iea4 the yi»V werk of bia 
laboun. To unset liim on tbe ground ^of f eaaop aod scrip- 
tmne, Has wbai I «i first desired} asdamnow kappy in lie* 
i9g gratified* Should yon jiow lose the ohject of jobs ar • 
goiveot^ I hope FOU nould boI say, it was for waM o^f es- 
eitimi on your part} of| ahyoAiU y4>iif ai& it, that yott at* 
Uiaed it vitboaUahour. J ai^ksowledge you ha?e aigue^ 
but do not aoknoivleclge yonf reesoviog allAgether coiidsh 
eive^ a«d id inaiiy insUtcci I think you have loislakeo m 
]»y|ur ppeoaiees, 

Tlue ioferenee that you draw kcm my saying, that *'t 
4id Qol beliove an i«ftiiito atemnoieDt naeessary in order fisr 
God t6 be just in the pardon of sio«" I tfafaik* wants pro- 
priety. If it be loy bdiel that the Sob oi God k not the 
eleroal iofiiolte Qsld, still I tbi«k jou hav« no right to de<» 
dare it from any tbbig that I hare wriMeo to ymi. Toit 
say) ''that in order ^osopporf' my *'favourite system," I 
^^'fiiid it ntfifiH0rj^^^ Utow so? If it require as infinite a* 
WoemesiA made by aoaofinite Qodtosaveapait of the hu* 
IMP (m&ly, iaiit fMrs^sny to ha^ a finite atonement by n 
finite person to nave the whole? I>oes it cost so much lesn 
ho save nil mankind thnn it does to save a pari? If this 
be tbeoase» and it be the will of God, who eoittd complain 
tf he adopted th^ cheapest imdmost sahitary method? 

What right bad yon to sAy, I "^ccMeA Vbft^^nan o\^^ ^\ 
his JDmmiijr, '* fr^mJBoj not «imUU«« aii Vn%mXft i^»ckc:(B>^^ 
jMr^osmiy m (4c f ardnn of aint Cnvnnk wi Vi^i^^^^^^ 
*^ Oaiie work if he please? Cntm^V \k^ m-Afc vaso» 



thai are finite in their nature? Who made *'the finite 
creatures of God*' of which you speakf Did not an infi- 
nite Being? If so, you had no sure ground for yonr infer- 
ence. ]t ivas nothing but a conjecture. But you state ii 
as a fact, and then stigmatize me with adopting, to sup- 
port my sentiments, *^one of the most pernicious errours 
that e?er disgraced the name of a christian." Would it 
not be bad enough for you to state this, after I had told 
yon my sentiments on the subject? 

You state that "if an infinite atonement has not been 
made, then Christ is not a divine person.'' This reasoxi^ 
ing is not admissible; for a divine person, if he can do an 
infinite work, he can do a work that is not infinite, accord- 
ing to the strict sense of the term. But according to your 
reasoning, when a Being works he must use thetttmost of 
his power, whether it be superfluous or necessary. But, 
granting that Christ is not equaF to the Father, still as a 
Sod, from his sonship, he would be entitled to the appella- 
tion of "divine person." Whoever wrote the title of St^ 
John's Revelation, gave the apostle this ai^eUaiion, Saint 
John the Ditfine, doubtless without supposing him to be in*^ 
finite as is the Supreme Creator. St. Peter speaks of God's 
^'giving iinto us exceeding great and precious promises, that 
l)y these ye might be partakers of the divim natto't*'*^ 2 Pe« 
ter, i. 4. Why are not those that partake of the divine na- 
tufe divine persons? But if they belt would net argue ' 
they are infinite as God is. 

We now come in our labours to the curse of the divine 
law, which I stated to be, "The pointing out to the trans- 
gressor the heinousness of sin, and that sentence of condem- 
nation which its just demerit requires." This sentence of 
condemnation I think I might grant to be endless misery' 
according to your ideas of atonement, which would afibrd 
me data to argue for the salvation of the whole upon the 
same principle that you could prove the salvation of a pairt. 
Then I should only have to invalidate what you have said 
of God's rendering to the wicked in the wofld to come ac- 
cording to their deeds, to maintain my argument. But 
for cerlaia reasom^ this is not my sentiment. If sin be in- 
^ofie^ Mt appears it will admit no Aegce^%\ W ^^\\ v^aV.V^'^ 
^daiU addiiioQf nor suffer d\m\nulion. k\\ otte^io^^ \ft»sX 
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be alike heinottfi ;ea Uiey amsl coakse or louo s^ jimclipB, 
BomethiDf Ukie the mjsteiy «f Tiiree in One, uo fiopklulo- 
nian diviiiHT, wbich all bold ta be locDaiceivable. Agatli, 
God himself is bo mpf e tiun in&iiUe; he fUJa no itore than 
iafioiij; hbatlnhntes ofmerjDjr, justice, goodaesa, and 
truth, are no more than lufinUe, and if aio be iiifi«Ue» the 
ainnec must be his equal opixmeaU If to avoid this aUurdr 
ily it be aaid sill is iufiotte in a subordinate seose^ the eon*- 
cession is an ackoowledgment that on is jsot raally Infinite 
according to the first sense of the t«rni« Fuithermore, 
man is ackuowledgied to be a fiaUe beinj;; of course he jpoar 
sesses but a finite capacit J by which to act; coosequentlj* 
his actions must be finite. Bis acts of goodness are not 
conceived to ht infiutte, nhy then his acts oi wickedness? 
The curse of the divine law { stated to be a sentence of 
(sondemnatioB. This condemnation we learn from the 
scriptures to be iMh. *'In the day thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt WTtly iit^ ^The wages of sin is ifeolh.'* Here 
divines have made a distinction of death tcmpnrf, death 
^prUwd^ and death eUmak but the last requires proof to 
be admitted. The second I conceive to be the natural 
consequence of sin. The afiostle explains it In these 
vrords, "To he carnally minded h death.*' "For the car- 
sal mind is i^nmity against God." This death or condem- 
nation which is the curse of the divine law, 1 lielieve is 
neither disciplinary nor penal, but cooseqiiei^ Keither 
is it the requisition of <iit!tii€^<t^ but of that retritHitive 

Cstice that awards to the sinoeiv the wages of sin. It fol* 
ws and accompanies sin us naturally and unavoidably 
as a temporal death, does a mortal state. 

Koir for a deliverance from the curse ti the law. A 
i^alvation or deliverance presu]^oses one of two things^ 
either a freedom fsom evils to which men are exposed, or 
from the continuance of evils in which they are involved. 
It appears to be your belief that the saved are delivered 
fromeviU to which they are ejqposed, and not involved; 
but, others are plunged into those evil% and rewarded ac^ 
cording to their works, whereas Uie «Kv^di v:t%. w^V ^>b^g^ 
ta, aw, U boib u oscriptural and umcea^n^^* ^5^^ hv^^^ 
MBore fesc'md from his threateninKS \.Via» Ve ntSl^^^'^^^'^'^^ 
Ml bis promiBCB. He will reirard e^eiy oix^ oS. ^^ "^^"^^ 
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family according Iq tbeir works. Tou say, *'But on your 
]>lan they ai'e not puDished accordicja; to strict justice;^' be- 
cause I said they are delivered from the curse of the law. 
You then add, ^^Now there appears to be some difficulty 
here. The scriptures most decidedly declare, that the 
wicked in hell are punished according to their works.'^ 
Do they declare this? Then it seems the wicked in this 
world are not panished according to their works. Let us 
hear the testimony of the apostle; ^'Wherefore as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all tnen, for that all have sinned.*^ Rom. 
v. 12, This passage, if it mean any thing, means that 
death, the curse of the divine law and the end ofsin, actu- 
ally posses upon all men. See also 1 Cor. xv. 23. **For as 
m Adam ail die;*^ which the apostle takes for a granted 
truth. 

I will now consider your scripture testimony of the 
wicked being punished in hell. "Job xxxiv. 1 1^ For the 
work of a man shall be rendered unto him, and cause every 
roan to find according to his ways." This you say is pun- 
ishing the wicked in hell, but there is nothing said about 
hell in the text or context. The reward is not confined to 
character, time, nor place. When the text says "every 
man," why do you limit it to the wicked? When it says 
nothing of time, of place, why do you apply it to hell only? 
Tou believe there are some righteous that are not in Ijell, 
nor ever will be. Do jounot think they also will find ac- 
cording to their work? If not, how can they be happy? 

You quote Matt. xvi. 27, for the aforementioned pur- 
pose, where it says he will reward ^^everyman" which I 
have shown, in a former letter, from the following verse, 
« as ful^lled in the then present generation. That you 
^ay see that I am not alone in this sentiment, I will refer 
you to Bishop Newton's Bissertati6n on the Prophecies. 
See page 286. ^*Th€ coming &f Christ is also the same peri- 
od! with the destruction of Jerusalem, as may appear from 
several places in the gospels, and particularly from these 
two passages: "There are some standing here," says our 
M«>ssed Lord, Matt. xvi. 28, "that shall not taste of death 
till they see tlie Son of man Coming in his kingdom;'* that 
Aj erideoHjr, there are some standing here, wk> shall live, 



not till the ^nd of tbe wof1d,to the coining of Christ tojudge 
inaukini, but till the destruction of Jerusalem, to the qbip- 
ingof Christ in judgment upon the Jews.'* I hope, sir^ 
70U will BO far exeuse the learned JBishop oathis subject 
as not to accuse him of a want of "common intellect,*'^ 

«. though, without the name of Universalist, he exprei^es the 
sentiments of your opponent. 

Your next passage is found in Matt, v. 95, 36. ^*Agree 
i^ilh thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way 
vith him^ lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to 
the ji^dge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and 
tboii^ be cast into prison. Verily I say unto thee, thou 
shall by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the 
uttermost farthing." This text I cannot conceive how 
you can apply to your subject to advantage. Who doyoi* 
think the adversary represents? If it be God« I object that 
hp is an adversary* "God l^ved the world," and he can- 
not therefore be an adversary) to the world, which we have 
before found to be the wickedl But if God be an adversa.- 
ry there can no agreement be made with, him; he ever 
must.be an adversary, for he changes not Again, are we 
in the way M-iih bimf In a spirituat or .moral sense we are 
Qot in, the. way with him when we are wicked; an.d in no 
other can we ever be out of his way; therefore the text 
does not apply .^ Christ, who came to save that which wa9. 
lost who died for the ungodfy, > cannot be an adversary. . • • 
And if Satan be the adversary, whom we are always io r#- 
sistt according to this text alone, we must now \>e coude« 
ecending enough tp agre€\mih him. If you say the divine 
Taw is the adversary, and demands a complete reward by 
good works^ it may be replied from your letters,, Christ has 
answered all the demands of the law; and if the sinner has 
it to pay, he must p^y an old debt that had been-settled 
once before. 

In James iL 13, Where it says, '^he shall have judgment 
wiihoid mercy'y'* it is to him '*that hath shewed nomevf^i^* 
jrhich is but a reward according to works. And if the 
latter must be understood with a degree of limitation, the; 
former must be equally limited. ; 

I deny .lial Rev. xiv. 10, has any reference to a future. 

* state, wnicli is evident from its conn^XAOXk^ ^*& ^*^\w^^^ 
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tdkurifif vtrm% The particular elrcuiDBUiice xd^day and 
mgAt/' evidftiillj eoniKneB ft to time. Fqr aa jofhellVev 
lua;reiia aad New Earth, there will be no nighty so in end- 
toaa uHeT ^rktaetB ire eaiinoi hsagine 1 here would be d0Vf 
butrat tfa^ time of the fal&lipeiit of that aeripture there will 

Having thus briefljf noticed most 4>f ih« passages tou 
^otedtoprove the certain reward of the wiiked in hen, I 
piam to consider ihe folloning quotations from yotir letter* 
*^f course, according to jour method^ no one of mankind 
w#H ever suffer the curse of '.the divine law.'' '^Bui Christ 
^firers from ihe curse of the law; of course tiiose whom 
he delivers do not suffer that curse." Kow, shr, admittinjg 
Ihe above quotationff correct, whto compared with ficrip- 
ture» we snail find that it will not suffer the salvation of 
oneporson. "For," aays the apostle, •*we have before 
proved; both Jews and Gentiles that they are all under 
rin.'^ ^K-ovr we know thai what things soever the law 
Bftilh, it saith to them that are under the law; that everfr 
Hioatb may tie stopped, and all ibt world become guilty* 
before God.?* If death be thfe Curse of tlie law, as it ap- 
pears f anno! be denied^ thenthis curse hath actually pas- 
sed upon all men according to the scr^tures. Of course 
every one thai is delivered from the curse of the law, is not 
delivered from suffering it at all« but is delivered from suf- 
fermg H longer. He is not^delivered from a threatened e- 
vfl, diat he never experiencedf but from the continuance 
of an «vll in which he is already involved. Hence we 
learn that a man may suflbr the curse oiftiie divine law^ 
and yet be delivered from it; and that Ood can render to 
all the wicked according to their works, and yet save them 
by grace through Christ. But yon say, when they have 
atjfered acetrding io fHuir desert^ ti^^have a claim to mercy 
wUhnui Christ. Tes, if they have suffered to. satisfy dime 
fKOke^' but otherwise they have not If they suffer, as I 
believe, in receiving the wages of shi, as that which sin nat- 
vraily requires^ and not dime justice: they have no de- 
stands of life, neither are in a state approximating to life 
any more afterward than before. I beKere dwiM justice 
remkes the Hk and not the death of the sinner; m eter- 
MMiwafnthOf and not his danmaUon. T\i)ia Vi cAuVained 
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ki my second statement ii^hicli you on|j ridksuled; and us»» 
doUbtedly it was the best waj you could get over it, and 
maiotaiD your popular potion,, thgt divine justice requireft 
the eiidless misery of the sinner. I'hereibre diiine justice; 
Is satisfied in the salFation of sinners; and that, retributive 
{iislice 'which stn re^]r^s,^Tor it requires its wages, is ftilfiL> 
led in deatK ' \ 

; It will now be as&ed, how great a death sin deserves or 
requires? Answer. ..In proportion to the heinousness ©f 
the transgressioW.' , If it be'aslLed how long it may contin^^ 
lie? I answer, it is altogether indefinite, being never fixed 
by the word of. God; but must, of unavoidable consequence,, 
contiiiue until destroyed; for the sinner is never able to dO' 
ft away himself. God can, therefore, reward every sinner 
according tt> his work, arid save him when he please; as the 
iitii^i of condemnation is no t expressed nor understood* ', 
* If you say this expfanatioii is adopted because a favouri 
ite Scheme is in distress, pray sir, look at your own. Yba 
believe Qod hasthreatehed endless punishment to all. . . * 
Some by the j^race^ of God are delivered from threatened 
punishment, which Jtaakes out that God say s^ and does not. 
Others you say are rewarded according to theu* works; but 
how does this appear on your own pian? Can they ever 
refieiVe the' full extent of endlesspunishment? No;, for if 
fhey did, there wouM be an end' to it. Then God will be 
endlessly rendering ^o them according to their works, but 
never does itf fb^ the nfibment it can be said he has done it, 
it makes an end. . Does divine justice require endless pun- 
Ishmenl? Thert'dftirie justice is not satisfied until it ia 
Inflicted; and if ever a period in eternity arrives, when di- 
vine justice is satisfied, then the punishment must end;Jbut 
if the puhishmeht be endless to satisfy divine justice, divine 
justice the darling attribute of God, wilt never be fully sat- 
isfied tin endless punishment comes to an end! I^ow on 
your own ground, what difference does it make with divine 
justice, whether the sinner be punishe^, or notf for either 
wilt not satisfy ft. ' . 

If you feel justified in saying, God will reward the wick- 
ed according to their works, believing their reward to be 
endless misery, when a period never arrives in which it is 
said to be fulfilled, cannot you easVly ^moN^x Vxy« "bk^ 
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mrf be retrarAcfl aecordfaig Vo \}uit.^fftk\ 9d4 jeibt caT- 
edy when no particular time is fixed or understood in tjhek 
juit desert? To this piplnt, see Isa. nh 2, 

I have before liinted tbai a man's receivUi{ace<Nfdiog Cq 
"^icied works, is no step towards sahraliont tieitlier is tk^ 
curse of the lav dlsdpfinarj punishment, nor is tkisptili* 
ishment tosatisff divine iustice^ From tills it is eyijkiit 
Ihat when the siuiter receives the vages of sin, ajccordiof 
to his desert, he has no more demands for life and salva*- 
tioB than he had before. Therefore th^ doctriue of free 
grace and forgiveness of slnmay be introduced withpo* 
priet7« Sin is forgiven vhep it is destroyed ^nd its conse* 
^uences cease* ' 

Tou have asked whether I Relieve a9 liAnlte atone- 
ment necessary ha order for God to be Just in the pardon of 
Sin.'^ I answered in the negativei; Perhaps you wil^ 
think me a Deist, but J hcHeve the scripture^ and am wil- 
fing to abide their testhnony. I will stale tkat I do oo| 
keHeve anjf1hhy;M necessary iaocder for God Wbe just iu 
t)ie pardon of sin. It ever was just for him to pardon sim 
as just before Christ as after he came into Ike world; as 
just without Christ as with him. But as sin cou)4 uot b» 
|iard,oDed without being done away, God has made bis be- 
loved Son the Saviouir of the world; of course Ike atona^ 
ment or reconeUiation is an eifecttial mean of deslro};iqg 
stn, by which means it i9 pardoned,, I do not be^j^ve the 
Deity ever ma^e any law that ever put him under aii^ 
disadvantageous restrictions, BO but whs^t it waa asjwii (or 
kim to pardon at bne time as another. 

I have now gone through with what I proposed, exempt 
considering the sin and blasphemy against, the Holy Okoat* 
This I shall omit for the present), and refer you to two dis* 
couraea from my pen on the subject, already keforo tkO\ 

public, i« w hick you will find my opiniou. 

Tcwr^ 

SAMTIEL & LOTELAI?!! 
Rev. JwfEtH hxwfi^M, 
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To. Iter, JOSSPB tiABSMB. 

t begin witK tdfe fotto wing quotatloo fi-om y<^ur lef • 
\et. ^^ had iilwaj^^ supposed tUdt the laoguage of the Bi- 
ble ttafl inf elided to be undeirstood bjr oomdMn people; and 
that it fneaot something differeot when what » eomnion 
matl nke niyself trpttld iUppose were the most dreadful 
Ihreat^ibg9, and ciirsieSvand woes,- pronounced on wicked 
lneii,tifodi whatit did when il spoke of the chastisement of 
the child of God. Wdy, on ^our plan, are those who ave 
^nt to belt, said tb be cursed; to be lost; to be cast otf for- 
ever; to be repi'obates; to have judg&ent without mercy?" 
!thi8 qiiotatioii catrries the idea of a material distinction a- 
snong men, and a very material difference in God^s treat- 
ment with them. We are frequently told on scripture au- 
thority^ that God-is norespedir 0/ persons. How then can 
we account for thisdiflTerent treatment of which you talkP 
Will he not treat, not the wipked only, buf all Ibe human 
fktiiily actcording to their works? You asky ^}yAj those 
iefit to hell are said to be accut'sed?^' (havidg ike doctrint 
of universal salvation in view.) I ask, why the wliole hu- 
man family are said to be cursed? When you answer my 
question and mak^ out a partial salvation, t shall doubtless 
find ground to answer yours. The apostle says, '^Christ 
. hath teieemei us from the curse of the laW;" then thesis 
whom he redeemed were cursed by the Hw before theur ac- 
tual redemption, but not afterward. ^'Now we kn<iw that 
whatsoever things the law saith, it saith to thedt that are 
under the law, that €ver^ tmmt& may be stopped, kndthe 
whob world become ^fii% before God.** |s it not a eursi 
to be guihy? Noone will deny this, llhen ,why do you 
aak, "why those seat to hell ate ^a\A\.ci>asi cwx^eJi^^ t?t«^ 
lkeapp»aii02^j^iK i% the toWe ivorU? MN£sAVi<)ivv^^'i^ 




l{iTt more; "Cursed is every 

things, writlen ill the boi.k of the law to do tliera." Wo< 
sir, you must fitid ;t matt tbat hut Dot I'niled in uue point to 
filid one that hus iK'l been curticd, JT nil are saved, jou. 
ack, vby some "ar<: svtiA to lj« toet?" Did you forget that 
Cliri»t "comcfo sour that vhich wag loaf?" Man may t>e 
lost at one lime, ami :il another be itaiitd. You further add, 
why are llieysaid'-tobe cast off for ever?" T do not reroem- 
ber as the espresjion U in the Bible. I rpcollecl one tbat 
tuys, "the Lord will not cast off forever." Lain.iii.3I. 
Why they are c;illed "reprobates?" Aiisiier. . .The Bible 
does not call any rfprobates that are sent tt hell. It speaks 
of Gomereprobutes in this vF4>rld; "reprobates coDcerniiag 
the Hiilh," and Eome others. Again, "why they have judg> 
ineiit nilhout mercy?" The answer is, &t;cau?e Ihfcy "have 
showed no mercy." But why doyuu ajiply this to he|l. 
St. JatDCS says nothing ulmut hell in coum^xion with this 
test. Kyou admit hHl to in e an any flaci- of afntctioo, 
your application of these texts would <lo; but otherwise, 
you have taken for granted what ought to have beeti 
proved. 

I now pass to notice the following; "Ttya curse common 
men mean an absolute evil, mid those who are cuiied lufbr 
real evil; but to put men under an ad oiiuist ration of grace 
cannot be called nn tvM, it is cert.iiuly a great good, aii 
unspeahible biceaing, if uo othnrme.iiis can bring theih lo 
endless felicity." From what has already been said, it is 
hoped by this time, you have a proper view of my idesa of 
thecurseof the law, and tlie requiettiouot divine justice. 
The great coinmandnicnt of the law la, "Tlioa tha^/ 
the Lord thy God,"&c. of coui«e this thelawreijuM 
Thelaw being a system uf divine jitftt]ce,'diviy(elP 
would nalnrally r^quiie Ibe sam^ accordErig io ttij 1 
statement. Every puniBhioenl, thtrefore, which j 
justice approves or requires. I brlievt is for the einVniliS 
of the puoished. Ithinlcull jiu'iiBlimtiil, whtthcr present 
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punished, or tirthtwe wllh whom they are concerned^ 
iy)M(UJ*ft;wt'«t diffiTcnt from Uiis, Ibrlicve i# not 
Voaareil bjr tbc gt^il Crcalftr, noi aa^ o^ fc\sti*B.' 
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l^roperly be called punishmeiit^ any more tban fb) bat Ili# 
nataral and iinaToidaMe consequence of tin; vbieh will- 
constitute it an evil according to the above cmotalioQ from 
jour letter, and every punishment a final blessing. Thir 
I think, unravels and explains moat of the difficulties and 
paradoxes, you supposed were contained in my former leU 
ters, when compared 'with the sacred scriptures. I shall 
now, undoubtedly^ be understood when I state, God never 
saves any from punishment that justice requires, nev- 
er saves from just punishment, but saves from siu audita 
wages. By taking away the curse, he destroys the contin'^ 
uance of the effect. 

I will consider now your idea of chastisement contained 
in the following quotation: *^JPor whom the Lord Iweth her - 
€^iastenethi and scourgeth eveiy son whom he receiveth; if 
ye endure chastening, God dealeth with^you as with sons^' 
For what son is he whom the father chastenetb not? Buttf 
ye be without chasUstmenl^ whereof a27 we jmrtaktrsy theo^ 
are ye bastards and not stm8.*\ ^NoWy sir, I would ask| 
why thisdistinctiouin the language of the Bible between 
saints who are disciplined on the earthand the wicked wha 
are sent to hell to- be put there under a course of discipline? 
If their puuishraeiit is inflicted on them for their good, ev*> 
Arfasting good, why are theynotfsaid to be blessed?' Why 
are they not called sons and said to be loved of God? It 
appears to be the idea of the apostle that there were some 
who did not receive mere ctiastisemeut; whom he calls bas- 
tards: all' who are sons partake t>f chastisement; the wick-' 
ed in hell, if they are only chastised for their own goodi 
are sons; and- where to find the bastards it- not forme to 
determine," 

From this quotation ii appears yod reject the d^vctrine ofr 
tFniversal Salvation, because on this scheme, iu all our 
heavenly Father's family, you can find no bastards! If 
you could, you think it would be quite an argument in my^ 
favour^ O superstition, and prejudice for the endless mis< 
ery of millions!! what odious thing have you to except 
firom the character of the Supreme Author of good? w heit 
will your slanders cease? 

:W ill you again Ibok at IheiexV ^fraLq^^tAfi.Wx^'cc^^^^ 
xlLfi/Ae^ *'S0r whom Ike Lotdltt^H V^ OM^^^^^iyr^ 
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Tkc onmber or the U^d we leafn front Citrisrs irof^ 
John ill. 1 6. **For God so lovid the n>$rH that he fav« 
^18 onlj begotten Son, that irhoeoe^^ believeth in bia 
thould not perish, but have everlaittng Kle.*' Dbes not 
Ubis teict expressly say Ood loved the worlds But you wilt 
»aj} unbelievers are excepted* No, sir, I think not* They 
are excepted from haTin|[ eternal life, because itis impossi- 
ble for them to hare it in that slate, but not from thei^ve 
of God. It must be fiom the love of God that unbelieTeri 
become believers, "We love hfm," says the apostle, **bc* 
cause he.Jirst loved us." If fae^r^f loved us, he loved us 
m hen unbelievers; as Christ also died for the ungodly. 

St. Paul adds, **But if ye be without chastisement where- 
of -o// are partakers, then are ye bastards and not sons.*' 
From this you remark, "Now, sir, I would ask, why thift 
distinction between saints who are disciplined on the earth, 
and the wicked who are sent to hell to bt put there under 
a course of discipline?'' Answer. . .1 cannot discern any 
distinction. The apostle 8.1} s, ^^all are partakers." He 
makes no distiuction, nor finds any bastards* But on the 
Kupposiiion there were any without chastisement, they 
would be bastardy which supposition he takes away by 
saying, oil ate partakers of chastisement. But it has just 
entered my mind, that yon would qualify the word nH^ and 
say it means ail the saints and no others. But this requires 
proof to be admitted; which is to be learned from the con- 
text or other scripture. In the 14th verse we find tlie 
word aZ/ again, and the translators add the word tveuy which 
appears reasonable. If the sense require the term saints 
nnderstood to ail in the 8lh verse, it would likewise require 
the same in the 14th. Then the 14th would read, •"Fol- 
low peace with all" smnU; and the conclusion would l>e| 
Tw majf quarrel tMh all oAtrs tfysu please^ 

When the prodigal son returned home, the father re- 
ceived him, contrary to the expectation of the elder broth-* 
f r. He was very angry and would not go in because his 
father did make a bastard of biin. I hope, sir, yoit 
will not be so stubborn bat what you will be willing to go 
fn, should you learn that God admits all his family and 
bastardizes none. For my own part, I would not have Br. 
Zaberee naude a bastard, becime be inVunaiV&^VkdX \ voi ^ 



•ate oedtpM-nieBkW or any other kiAd of abnse that he hat 
fraeiUed; nor irouM I hu?e htm free from the chasiisemeni 
that beneiitfllhe childreB of God. 

You hare quoted a number of texts irhich you call 
**DroadfuI denuueiationB of woe against the eBenoles" of 
•God, These joti suppose describe the puuishment of tho 
wicfced in beUf^trhich on rny plan -is to you unintelli^bfe. 
You never hesitate to apply any such passages as you hatir 
looted* to hen, though no such application is made by the 
Inspired wHters. I need only observe I believe they « i)I 
1)e fulfilled. 

Yoii further Write, ^'B«t again, The scriptures uniform- 
ly speak of Gqrd's p^rcilliar distinguishing mercy to his 
taints^ he keeps iheih as the apple of his eye; he is their 
God, and no good thing triljl he withhold from them: while 
he sends wrath upon his enemies. But on the supposition 
that future f^uhishment i^ inflicted to make those who suf- 
fer it l>etter, I Cafnnot tinderstand why God is not equally 
nerelfttt to all." Very true, I understated it just nsyou <lcj 
■"God l9 equall;^ iiierdful to all." I believe the Psalmist 
-was of the same' opinion.' Ps. cxlv. 9. "The Lord is good 
'to all; and hb tender mercies are over all his works." But 
of Gdd's peculiar distinguishing, tn^rcy of which the scrip- 
Itires dntformlj^ speak. See Rom. xL 3^. "For God bath 
concluded them all ih unbelief, that he might have mercy 
tipon all." ! Het-e is ilothing said about dktinguishing nUT' 
[cj/i Ephe* iii4. •*ButGod who is rich in mercy^^^ Ac. 
Here w an explanation of God*s mercy ^ but fiectdiar and dis-^ 
Hnguishifig iaieft out. James iii. 17. But the wisdom that 
is from above Is. . .full rf mercy* . .without partiality." 
'From this we learn there is a pletiiiude of mercy, contained 
in heavenly, wisdom; but the apostle instead of writing ]if#- 
euliar and disiinguishing^ supplied the phrase, ^^toithout par* 

I will now quote a few passages that speak of the gtae^ 
of God. See Heb. iL 9. ^But we see Jesus who was made 
a little lower than the ange|s for the suiTering of death, 
crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of 
<fO<l^ should iaste death for every man,^* Hom. v. 15* 
**For irthh>ugh the offence of one many b^ ^tu^^xccvi^xwa^ 
# Page^9. 



44 

Uu grmoi 4f Gad ubA the gift bj gtUt hath ftboanded wak^ 
tnany.'*' Titus ii. li, according to the marginal readinf^ 
the origiDal Greek, and Archbishop Newcome's tran^a- 
tion. ^^Tki grace <f Gad^ that bringeth salvaiion to.a^ men 
hath appeared/' From nhal has been akeadj cited ^om 
llie scripture, your assertion that '^ihej uniformf^ speak of 
Qod*» peculiar ifiyltw^' ifi^A tf y mercy 4a hig saints^" appears 
l»Uiflly and peremptorily refuted. 

But admitting jour ideas of God's distinguishmgjnerci^ 
and his chastising the saints, as you term, tbemi for their 
good, and dealing exactly different with the wicked, I d^ 
tare to .compare it vUh your senttmeni, <^thai salvation is 
free for a^ the human family, whether Jew or Gentile; thai 
an infinite atonement is made for the ^ns of ^the whole 
marW* On your own systein why wasan infinito qtoiie- 
Bient made for the wkked when God had no mercy fqr 
them? The saints who have the advai^tages of a disposi- 
tion, somewhatxefined by grace, he chastises for good js'hen 
ihejerr. But the wicked, destitute of this refinement, 
have no advantages from chastisement^ nor the grace of 
Ood, but are punished for their sins with.tbe heavy wrath 
of heaven to satisfy divine justice in making worse. WInit 
chance have^they for tlieir.lives? !What would become of 
the saints with all.their advantages if.Ood did not chasli9e 
them for their faults? TJiousands^f them must be lost 
Then think of the wicked, nerer reJined by grace, ho^r 
can they chopse lifq? And if it be.possible, how^t^an thej 
walk in.the way of Jife, when God will not help themP 
Tempted by Satan, shrouded in darkness, ignorant of the 
true God,.ho.w can they choose htm? how can they perse- 
vere unto holiness? Still Deity punidies them for all their 
faults, but not for their good!! 

I will now notice your definition oi ^cruelty ^ ^'Because 
if you suppose that milder means [than what God nsesj 
would effect /the object, ypu charge God with cruelty; 
charge him with inflicting unnecessary punishment without 
any good object." I^ow how does this definition agree 
with your sentiments of God^a dealing with the wicked? 
His distingtdskifig mercy for the jaints is not for them; his 
. cliaslhameDiB for the samts are not for them; he panish^i 
t/:^m ''wHhout any good object," >Bd|iiocka ,thnm with aP 
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fofioile aitmcmeiit wilhoitt helpltag them|o ree^ire UII7 
4ii8 grace. Bat jou repJj, he renders to them their deset^ 
4o satisfy diTSoe justice. Yes, when Jesus Christ had sat> 
Med it once, by an lignite stonement, and paid the debti 
they have it to pay-over again hy sniTering, when etemitj^k 
-sot loi^enougli foribemi^i d0 it. Is not this cruttl^ bayoad 
degree? Whenfhey have suffered till arithmetical num. 
>ber8 are exhausted, eternity is still ))efore them, and justice 
^IM much unsatisfied' as before they entered eternity; then 
^teU me qf ai^ pisF^so their nttBbhmei)t>pit.<?90j^.TT if U 
,«an"te1bunlf 1 v . 

I have noir ^conridered 4he most httporlanl' argnfflients 
rContainedin yoinr. letter, and endeavoured to point out ma- 
orr of theeoatradjctlohs th4^<i|]vo|ved. Although you 
appeared, very xonfident they wer^ unaustiferable, I think 
-4hey presented no unanswerable difSiCttUy<to the belief of 
Universal Salvation from the scriptures. With what sen- 
timents these letters win Jbe received I att Ubable>to de- 

•i^rnnnei but should ypu^ think therejare any qulbblei^, y6u 

.i#Ul be at iibarty4o point, them 4nit' '■ But in no respect 

.^ensure without giving a vreason^ By. carefully perusing 

tihese letters, you wiB be able to attain some just views of 

; my sentimettts,: w hkh before yoaiiave but partially under^ 

4 stood. I have now one quotation. more. to notice, which 

^a your ac^otUitl was- vcnry sor^> to find. Jt is the follow- 

ings i VAs to your exposttion ofpart of 4faed5th of Matt. 

.^liitiU:Justobwrire,tt}i^:atigreater disregard of flain scrip- 

/(ure t^ib, ahd^ven a more. itiidied contempt of common 

* decem^«-J never saw manifested m aiiy man« I speak so* 

. berfy, when I say, had I seen that compent, and had not 

H known from vhom4t came, I shouM have supposed either 

that the writer was not serious, and intended his piece as a 

burlesque onthelatiguageofthe<Savioi^,or4hat he had not 

been gifted by Ms benevolent Creator wHh a common share 

. of intellecl." ''Sir, ^I inform you^I was very serious indeed 

. in;wKitittg that comment, ai6d 4id not intendi<it a fouriesqne 

^^n the language of the Savlotir, nor aU imposition upon 

you. Now; sir, you must ^dier/y -ihlok that your oppo- 

. nent has not ^'acommon shares of intellect;'^ for who can 

see that your knowing that it Came fromSamn&l C* Ijat^^- 

.>ad can m^ke any diSkrenoe? Bxvixi^ ^v^x ^xasscv ^ 
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sii^ I also find vhi.t op'oioDyou bsveot jourettC Toit 
uU j-oui'Beir"B conuooa ui3iif"and J brliere.it isalfowiMG 
lUnt "a coninoa ai-au" geDec^Ij' bus cunmon eenac. Kov 
Iblialldmvesonie pGCulbr ulraiilaf^ee boin iLie. Ac- 
Conliii£ lo }'«ur opiuMU, Ihcttniio mom for m€lofaU,Uid 
jou, Ihoiig'h you have Dot Uie Uigbett lUlion, Uave C«b> 
eiilcraUe gouJs^Bse Ib^itai:*)' bei<Kt. Ag&iB, ebouM y ou 
fiuil tbat ill Ibe view «f cnudiJ and Krifus men, you bad 
sot miiiUtaiscd (b« ground ycu bavc cndeaTourcA la ■«{)- 
port, you muAl be exitfm<t\3 raorUficd to find llul wiUi 
comnion intellect, you were obliged to yield llie nrg^annt 
l^aiietbi'tdid Hot luyoHT opiniufi {wsseas tbat^iEL A- 
nother thing; }«u huve (lul meout of tliepati; of taw, and 
OiiiKt excuse me m tayinguhut I pleu^ Letmebcap Iha 
tbe Koret epith«t« on yoiir cluir^icttr that languiige wUt 
admit, wbelbtr line or fatse, ifoti bave no room to bluac 
tne. You say my '^eotntBcut ft the nost ettniied couleinpt 
aitaittimndw/anry you ever taw ■mtiBtfeBted i» am/ xbxb." 
Sir, retalintioB i* Dot oonmeDdablr; but I :«tll use my hi- 
irlt/ Id ndiiHg the following (juealioBs for your reflection 
ami profit. Did you mnnireBl a sharoof ■■conunon decen- 
cy" iti uDtlei t«liiig au argumenlaliTC cnrrcspoudesce «b a 
cubjecl of llieelogy, and buigh at oue plaiD Btatemenl, and 
ridicule aiKrlberi 3B jou did my second and fourlfai' DU 
you exhibit Ibe dignity of "a common niaii," in saying JMI 
expected "sonicliitug wbicb at least bote tb« acmbtimec of 
«rgumcnt,"wllcayou hud isecived a lengthy l^)our«d'l«t- 
ter IB .-uiiiiieTlo one iti which, you aflerwaid ackuonkdgMf, 
you did not aUtmfi to lessou? How did you mutdfMl 
*'«ommDii decency" io agrccisg^ lo receive n paBVpllttt as it 
lueseul, and when it was seul you, to reUirii it, 'IN4Qfl( ^B 
il. "for Hbatpurpofle you sent it (o me t am tnifW to 
KUCsb"? laGkoiiemorequeslion. Did you maBifcA tbc 
dignity of "a cnntraon Dinn" In JDlimalingy-ou received "a 
challenge from ne lo write," wbrn you made the praponl 
younelft and attempt lo father it wi me by snyingyou bor- 
rowed iti" You have condemned me ae tbe iror»t cbarac- 
ter^ou ever (aw, viitbout poiaUngOut a ein^eidalaiice In 
wbich I am guitly. And your caprice, not aaliiffietl irilh 
Ibif, wuct Jdd a want ofintelkcL Sir, I wbfa you wen 
<^«J7^f rc/Jt'd, I entreat yooi on>«Qt fMloKuliKt, ail4 
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(se^) if, 10 judging another, you hare not coudemned your- 
self. Sec if yours is not the language of the ancient Phar- 
isees and sciibcs, ^This man himphemeih;* and of the 
Greeks to whom the preaching of the cross wdksfooUshntssw 
Consider whether jou have not returned railing for plain 
sentimental language, and contempt because it did not al* 
together agree with the popular notions that you have 
learned in modern schools of divinity. This is plain talk, 
and if I did not think you needed it I would' spare it. I 
pray the Father of infinite goodness to bless it to your in- 
struction, that you may see how you have been fighting a- 
gainst him, and how you have vilified his character by rep- 
resenting him as bastardizing a large portion of his family; 
I say hisfamilyy for the whole human family is his; that 
you may see that you have represented him the author of 
Infinite cruelty, and unspeakable partiality in the gift of his 
grace; and that you may see the impropriety of your 
boasting in the Bible a the foundation of your senttmentsi 
which evidently speaks a language against you. Tou have 
the popular opinion on your side, without a doubt; so had 
the Scribes and Pharisees of our Saviour's day. It is prop- 
er e^idepce only that can support any system of faith; by 
this let every popular opinion be tried, and the doctrine of 
Jesus maintained, who is the Saviour ef aU men, and esfi" 
ciaJly of those that believe, 

1 remain, sir, your friend for the gospel's sake, 

SAMUEL C. lOVELAND. 
Key. Joseph LABERibm, 
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ERRATA. 

Page 4, line 1 6ih) read wiUidsm for criticism. 

Page 5, line 3d from bottom, read holiness for happiuesfe 

Page 15, line 1 9th, for take the, read take away the. 

Page 1 8, line 9lh from bottom, for mean read meatis. 

Page 18, line 8th from bottom, f»r were surprised, read^ 
were ^d surprised. 

Page 22, line 2^d, for of read to. 

Page 25, line /3th, for me read one. 

Page 31, line 2d from bottom, for question read ^e^^ona^ 

Page 34, Ime 3d, for Cor. read 2 Cor. 

Page 45, line 1 Olh from bottom, for my read In/, 

Page 47, line 2d, for make read makes. 

Page 47, line 8th, for raised read being raised. 

Page 48, line 1 7th from bottom, for other read others^ 

Page 61, line 1 Ith, for curse read cause* 

Page 62, line 5th from bottom, for did make, read did 
net make. 
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LECTURE I. 

Delivered February 27,. 

ON FUTURE JUDGMENT. 



1. Matyt. xi. 23, 24; 

AndthaUf Cc^pemaian^ wkuik art exuAUd unlo heaven^ 
shah he brought down to heU : far if the mighty tvorks 
which have been done in thee^ md been dene in Sodam^ it 
would have remameJ until this day* But I say unto yoUy 
that it shall be more tolerable for the tandofSodmn in;the. 
dsn^tf judgment than for thee^ 

. 2. Matt. xK. 36, 37. 

But I say unto you, that 0fery idle word that men shall 
speaky they shall give account thereof in the day of Judg- 
ment. For by thy words thou shaU be justified^ and by 
iky words thou simt be condemned, 

3. John v. 22. 

For the Father ju^eth no man; but hath committed alt 
judgment unto the Son. 

4. JeHN xii. 47, 48. 

And if any man hear my words and believe not, I judge 
him not : for I came not to judge the world, but to save 
ih€ world. He that njecteth me and receiveth not my 
wordsy hath one that judgeth him : the word that 1 have 
spoken^ the same shall judge him in the last day. 

5. Acts xvii. 31. 

Becausfi he {that is God) hath appointed a day in ihf 
which fie will judge the world in righteousness by that 
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man whom he hath ordained; where&f he hath given assu- 
ranee unto all meti^ in that he hath raised him from the 
dead. 

•hid as he {St. Paul) reasoned of righleouBness, tempo- 
rancc, and judgment to cofnit Felix trembled ; mul afir 
smercd, Go Ihy way for thif time ; wlun I have a conve- 
nient season I will cm for thee. 



7. 



Romans xiv* 10, II, 12. 



But why dost thou judge thy brother ? or why dost th<ni 
set at naught thy brother ? For wc shaU all stand before 
the judgmenl'Seat of Christ, For it is written, As I Uve^ 
saith tlu Lord, every htce shall bow to me, and every 
tongue shall confess to God. So then every one 0J us sheUl 
give account of himself to God. 

8. 2 Cor. V. 6, 0, 10, 11. 

Therefore we are always confident^ knowing that, whilst 
we are at hotne in the body we are abseivt from the Lord.- 
Wherefore we labor that whether present er absent, we may 
be accepted of him. For we must all appear before the 
judgment-seat of Christ, that tvery man may receive the 
things done in his body, according to thai lie hath donCy 
ivhether it be good or bad. Knowing, therefore, the terror 
rfthe Lord, we persuade men, 

0. Hebreays ix. 27, 28. 

And as it is appointed unto men once to die, and after 
this the judgfnent ; so Christ was once offered to bear 
the sins of many : and unto them that look for him shall 
he appear the second time,, without sin, unto salvation. 

When St. Peter says, ^^We have a 
more sn^e word of prophecy/^ he represents 
it as "a light that shines in a dark place.'' 
It, therefore, justly demands proper heed and 
attention. If it prove to our dark under- 
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standings^ a mystery, obscure and desultory, 
instead of deserving the title of a lightf it 
could not with propriety be reconunended as 
an object of our regard, however ^'sure^ it 
might be in its final accomplishment. But if 
it be no clearer than the early daw^ of the 
morning or the twilight of the evening, it may 
be easily discerned, for nothing appears more 
plain in the dark than light. Prophecy is, 
therefore, described ag one would naturally 
expect, not of a private, but of a plain and 
lucid interpretation, according to the natural 
import of words. For it ^^came not in old 
time by the will of man j but holy men of 
God spake, as they were moved by the holy 
Ghost.^^ We who now see through a glass 
darkly, may walk in this light of prophecy, 
till the perfect day dawu;^ and the day-star 
arise in our hearts. 

Nothing appears more nnreasonablcj than 
to suppose our heavenly Father would give 
us an account of certain future events, which 
are for oiir interest to know, and cause them 
to be couched in such language as to sport 
with our ignorance, and render fruitless all 
our attempts to gain the knowledge of his 
will. Such is prophecy when we adopt a 
mystical interpretation, which may appear in 
as many shapes as there are interpreters. On 
the other hand, if the words of the Eiprd plain- 
ly express his meaning, we have a straight 
account and a true one. That prophecy is 
more rich in meaning, than it appears to our 
1 * 
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dark understanding is not to be doubted, Sat 
this argues nothing of obscuHty. That some 
are not easily explained may likewise be ad- 
mitted. But this arises from our ignorance 
of the circumstances, connexions and nature 
of the things pointed out^ and not from obscu- 
rity in the language of prophecy itself. 

Some seek a figurative sense to most of the 
prophecies, according to certain rules of phi- 
losophy which they deem the best calculated 
to convince the Deist of the truth of revela« 
tion. This method, which is as muc.h em- 
ployed in those scriptures that treat of the 
punishment of the wicked as any, they adopt 
to make them appear more reasonable ; and 
of course, more agreeable to what they con- 
clude, is according to the moral governmeut 
of God. But, are such governed by the word 
of scripture ? or do they mean to govern that ? 
Are they searching for what the scripture 
does mean ? or for what it should or must 
mean, according to their rules ? 

True philosophy and scripture beyond all 
dispute agree ; but men may err in philoso- 
phy as well as in religion. And when in re- 
ligion they would be governed by philosophy, 
they would do well to remember the Lord has 
said, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise^ 
and bring to nothing the understanding of 
the prudent. 

It is evident revelation is of but little use^ 
unless it teach us something we could not 
otherwise attain. And all tbis desired in- 
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struction is lost^ when plain instructive esc* 
pressiens are considered to be only figures or 
allegories. For no figure or allegory can be 
explained by any one who is not well ac- 
quainted with the things to which it alludes^ 
and likewise the plain letter of the subject 
designed to typify die object in view. There- 
fore to adopt a flgprative sense of scripture ta 
accommodate it to certain ideas^ men have in 
philosophy^ we have every reason to believe 
makes two Deists where it convinces one 
These figurative interpretations vary so much, 
they are led to conclude the Bible is like an 
instrument^ on which any tune may be played 
that the performer pleases^ In order to con- 
vince the Deist of the trqtli of prophecy, it 
must be fulfilled according to the plain import 
of language. This is the voice of reason^ 
and the language of revelation. Hath the 
Lord spoken^ and shjiU he not make it good ?" 

Having offered these prefatory remarks, we 
will now search for the doctrine of the scrip* 
tures that have been Just read in your hear- 
ing, and are placed at ths head of this Lee 
lure. In these we read of a time called the 
day of judgment^ and of appearing before the 
judgment-seat of Christ, tet the inquiry first 
be made, when it is» Are all these scrip, 
tures fulfilled in this life, or in a state beyond? 

In the first passage before us^ we find a 
comparison of Capernaum with Sodom. Both 
are arraigned in the day of judgment ; and 
the judgment of Sodom is as much represents 
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ed to be future to the time Christ spake as 
Capernaum. The m ords, ^^sball be more tol- 
erable for the land of Sodom in the day of 
judgment than for thec/^ put their judgment 
both alike in the future tense by the phrase 
shaH be. If this point be fairly decided^ as it 
seems it is^ let us next inquire ; Where were 
the inhabitants of Sodom wben our Savior ut- 
tercd these words ? Not in the land of the 
living. Long ere then^ numbered with those 
nations and great men of the earti>> a remem- 
brance of whom is preserved only by the an^ 
nals of history » Then the judgment of So- 
dom, to which our Savior alluded, couhl not 
be in this life : and as Capernaum is to have 
a judgment less tolerable, at a particular time 
cnWeA the day of judgment^ hers must be in 
the future state also. And if these receive 
judgment in the future state^ at the day of 
judgment, it proves the day of judgment to be 
after this life» 

Should it be said, the judgment of Sodomy 
to which our Savior referred, was her destruc- 
tion by fire, as it was said, she was set forth 
for an example, suffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire, it may be answered, then the 
language of our Savior was calculated to de- 
ceive. Had he said, ^It iraa more tolerable 
for the land of Sodom in her day of judgmentf 
than shall be for you in yours,' the idea would 
have been clearly expressed, by putting the 
judgment of Sodom in the past time, and Ca^ 
pernaum in the futufe. But he who spake 
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^I'ith authority, and not as the Scribes, ex- 
pressed it differently. 

Our subject, likewise, admits no evasion by 
understanding Sodom .figuratively. The text 
is clear in expression tiiat old Sodom was 
meant. This is evident from these words ; 
^^Ifthe mighty works which have been dene 
in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would 
have remained until this day.^^ But should a 
figurative sense still be insisted on, as we fiud 
Judah and Israel prefigured by So<k)m and 
Gomorrah in Isaiah i. 10, it is to be remem- 
bered, that U must intend some people, that 
when our Savior spoke, did not then ^^re- 
Tnain f^ ajid which, if they had had the privi- 
leges of Capernaum, would have remained 
until that day. Therefore, Sodom, whether 
it be understood literally of old Sodom, or 
figuratively of some other people, not then 
remaining or known among the inhabitants of 
the earth, in being judged at a time future to 
the day of Christ, have their judgment in fu- 
ture life. 

As Capernaum, in our text, is compared 
with Sodom, so, in other places, Chora zin 
and Bethsaida are compared with Tyre and 
Sidon. Of Tyre and Sidon our Savior said, 
as he did of Sodom, it shall be more tolerable 
in the day of judgment than for Chorazin and 
Bethsaida. And it is as evident that by Tyre 
and Sidon is meant those ancient cities known 
by those names, as it is that by Sodom is in- 
tended the city so memorable for being sud- 



10 OH l^TtTME XUDGMEKt^ 

denly destroyed by fire. Set Xiuke x. 13. 
^'Woe unto thee, Chorazin ! Woe unto thee, 
Bethsaida ! for if the mighty works had been 
done in« Tyre and Sidon« which have been 
done in you, they had a great while ago re- 
pented, sitting in sackclotk and ashes.'' In 
understanding Tyre and Sidon figuratively, it 
iBhould be remembered they must be applied 
to some people that existed a great while ugo 
in comparison with the Savior's age, or they 
eould not have so early tepen ted. 

With reference to the second scripture at 
the head of this Ifecture, let the question be 
asked : Can we imagiDe, that men give ac* 
count to God for every idle word they speak 
in this life ? If so, the text may be fulfilled in 
time ; otherwise, it must receive its accom- 
plishment in future life. St. Paul quotea thi» 
prophecy ftom' Isaiah, ^^And every tonguo 
shall confess to God." His comment' is, that 
^^every one of us shall give account of him- 
self to God.." It does not appear to be his 
opinion that men had given, or were givtog, 
their account to God, as they passed the jour- 
ney of life, bat should in some future period.. 
He states it to be at a time^ when all shall 
stand before tiie judgment-seat of Christ ; 
and the day of judgment we have before pro- 
ved to be after this. life*. But say,, men give^ 
account for every idle word in this life, we 
ask, by what means ? It is through tlie me- 
dium of conscience ? It is those, and those 
«nly, ^^who do by nature the things contained 



in (he law," whose ■^'couscieitces hear witness! 
aud Uieir thoughts the monn while accusiri: 
or else excusing one another." Experieiu 
*l too plain to admit thnt every idle word i 
brought, even to the har of conscience, t( 
3rop6 from many thoughtless foagues. Soi 
tie called to rememhraoce by accident, thaj 
)thcrwise would never have heen thought of 
lut the Psalmist says of the wicked, "God ii 
tot in all his thoughts." Then can he be n 
he judgment-scat, giving account to bis Afoi 
(er through the medium of conscience, for a' 
his words ? 

Some of my hearers may perltaps be wcarj _ 
f hearing so much argumentatively said on a 
ubject so generally believed and preached 
imoBg us. Bull would beg the patience of ■ 
hoBe to a few more .irguments oti the sub- 
let ; for we wish to know the strength of the 
roand on which we stand. And besides, 
lowever generally believed, there appears to 
le a nnmber that tacitly discredit the doctrine, 
ind some that openly deny it. Our next tes- 
tmony is from St, Jfdin in the following, 
irlicre Christ i.'^ repreeenf^d a Judge : 'The 
father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
tU jadgment unto the tikin,'' This alio U 
estified is ihe language of St. Paul, "He 
liRlh appointed a dav ill the which he will 
judge the world in nghteowsncss by that man 
»liom lie hath ordained." *'We shall all 
Itand before the judgment seat of CAn'«(." In 
mother place ; "We must all appear before 
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the judgment-seat of Christ J^ But our Savior 
openly asserted^ be had nothing to do as a 
judge in this world, "If any raan/^ says he, 
*^hear my words, and believe not, I judge him 
not : for I came not to judge the world, but 
to save the world.^^ This, I think, is plain 
additional testimony to what has already been, 
made evident, that we may expect to be judg- 
ed in a future state ; for we find Gbrist is a 
judge ; all shall stand before his judgment- 
seat ; and yet, when he was here he judges 
no man. Then in a future state we appear 
before his judgment seat ; and in the same 
state is the day of judgment. 

But we have still more testimony ; which 
may be found by attending to the language of 
St. Paul. "Whilst we are at home in the 
T>ody,'^ says he, ^^we are absent from the 
Lord. We must all appear before the judg- 
ment-seat of Christ, that every man may re- 
ceive the things done in his body, whether it 
be good or bad.^^ Query ; how shall we ap- 
pear before the judgnrent-seat of Christ ? in 
presence^ or in absence ? At home in the 
body, says St. Paul, we are absent from the 
Lord, and in the third verse from this expres- 
sion, he slates we must all appear before his 
judgment^^seat. Could he possibly mean in 
this life, wtien he had just said, we, that is, 
lie and his christian brethren, ^^in the body 
are absent from the Lord ?'' The conclusion 
therefore must be evident, that either the op- 
posers of judgment in a future state, or the 
good old. apostle P^ul were in the wrong. 
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Our next and last testimony is from the 
same apostle as follows : ^^x4.nd as it is ap- 
pointed unto men oiice tc^ die^ but after this 
the judgment ; soObrist was once offered to 
bear the sins of tnan^ ; and unto them that 
look for him shall he appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation/^ This expresses 
in so many words that judgment is after death. 
J8ut some evade the force of it by understand- 
ing the death to be a spiritual instead of a 
temporal oue. The contrary, I think, is evi- 
dent from the comparison of men^s dying, 
with the offering, or death of Christ ; as well 
as from a plain allusion to the passages we 
have been considering. As it is appointed 
nnto men t)nce to die, so Christ was once of- 
fered, or died. Or to state it shorter. As 
men die once, so Christ was once offered. 
Christ did not die a spiritual death^ was never 
dead in sin ; but offered his natural body, 
and this body died. Man, likewise, by di- 
vine appointment^^must yield his body to 
death once, and but once. Now as man 
yields his body to death once, so Christ on 
the cross once offered his ; and as man comes 
to judgment after death, so Christ, after he 
was offered^ will appear the second time with- 
out sin unto salvation to^them that look for 
him. This appears to be the true import cif 
the text. If a more rational and scriptural 
interpretation can be offered, it would merit 
the greater attention. Till such is found, 
let us be content with its natural imports For 

S> . * 
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it 18 to be remembered, no prophecy of scrip- 
ture is of any private interpretation. 

Looking over all the passages placed at 
the bead of this lecture^ with a ¥iew to learn 
when we are to expect the day of general ac- 
count, can we not now rest fully persuaded 
that the evidence of a day of judgment in fu- 
ture life is equal to w^hat tlie interest and so« 
lemnity of the subject would naturally re- 
quire ? Nor onght * any iJOTipture that repre- 
sents the judgment of any nation or people in 
the present tense, to be brought to weaken the 
testimony of those we have been considering. 
Each may be fulfilled according to the time 
designated, without one's interfering with ano- 
ther. OFindittg this .^art of the subject so 
plain,. and 1 hope ^^learly understood by every 
hearer, we will ndw attend to some other im* 
portant points of doctrinal instruction, which 
our subject reveals. 

We remark, secondly, that eveiy work of 
men will be manifested and known, and every 
individual of the human family share a part m 
this day of general judgment. This is plain 
from the following scriptures: /*But I say 
unto yovL that everif idle word that men shaft 
speak, they shall give account thereof in the 
day of judgment.^ Every idle word tnnst 
include all works of a wicked and trifling na- 
ture, if no more. The word men, unqualified 
by any limited term in the phrase, that men 
shall speak, cairies an idea of the human race. 
^^He hath appointed a day in which he will 
Judge the world. For we aU shall stand be- 
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fore the jadgment-seat of Cbrbt^ ^everf 

Jcnee shall bow, every tongue shall con- 

fess, ■ 80 then every one oh us shall give 
account of himself to God.^^ 1 Cor. iii. 13, 
^'Everyman^s i^ork shall be made "manifest ; 
for the day shall declare it, beeausd it shall 
be revealed by fire ; ifi^tbe fire shall try ev- 
ery man's work of what sort it is,'' Eccl. 
xii. 13, 14, **Fear ©od and keep his com- 
mandments ; for this is the whole duty of 
man. For 6bd shall bring every work into . 
judgment, with every secret things whether it 
be good, or whether it be evil." 

Thirdly, every work of man will then be 
approbated or disapprobated, accc^ding as it 
is good t)r bad ; and the then present charac- 
ter of every one .plainly shown by Him who 
judges the world in righteousness*. These I 
think are not fanciful ideas, but contained in 
the scriptures before us.. If/ it' be more tole- 
rable for Sodom in the day of judgment than 
for Capernaum ; for Tyre and Sidon than for 
Ghorazin and Bethsaida, it is evident Sodom, 
Tyre and Sidon will be condemned ; but Ga* 
pernaum> Ghorazin, and Bethsaida will re« 
ceive the greater condemnation^ This con- 
demnation presupposes a plain manifestation 
of character ; for what law of the divine Be- 
ing condemns a man before it hears him, or 
shows him his case ? Our Savior says> ^^By 
thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy 
words thou shalt be condemned." He has 
told us, that we shall know men by their 
fruits I so it seems, God will detW^ \a ^s^^^ 
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their character "in the last day/^ Good words 
are the fruit of a good disposition ; and evil 
words of a corrupt heart. Good and evil 
words, in a greater or lesfS degree, and at dif- 
ferent times, have dropped from the lips of all 
men. Every man, therefore, it appears will 
receive his share of approbation and disap- 
probation "in the day when God shall judge 
the secrets of men.*^ None are to escape as 
being free from guilt ; "For whatsoever things 
the law saith, it saith to them that are under 
the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and 
all the world become guilty before God,^' 
Kom. iii. 19. If some enthusiastic preachers 
seriously ihought of this scripture, it seems 
they woulu not be so fond of summoning tlieir 
sinful and obstinate heareius to the day of 
judgment, promising to be witnesses against 
them there, though, perhaps with good inten- 
tion ; for as all have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God, we have no reason to fear 
their testimony at the bar of judgment, when 
every mouth is stopped, and the whole world 
becomes guilty before their Judge. In the 
court of heaven, we read of neither witnesses 
nor jury. They are not needed in the pres- 
ence of the Judge of quick and dead. "He 
needed not that any should testify of man j 
for he knew what was in man.^' "Known 
unto God are all his works from the beginning 
of the world.'' 

Although we have every reason from scrip- 
ture to believe every hidden work of iniquity 
will then be brought to light ; yet every one 
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who has sepented of his transgression^ and 
turned to God, will not be the subject of con- 
demnation and punishment in fature for past 
transgressions. The Lord will not forget his 
words by the prophet Ezekiel ; "If the wick- 
ed will turn from all bis sins that he hath 
committed^ and keep all my statutes, and do 
that which is lawful and right, he shall surely 
live, he shall n(rt die. All his transgression 
that he hath committed shall not be mentioned 
ufito him ; {that 19 to affect Ms righteous cha- 
racter :) in his righteousness he shall live.^' 
It is evident every one will stand :in relation, 
to the future, according to what he then is/ 
and not according to what he has been. Re- 
venge for past iniquity, the seeds of which 
are rooted out, we have no reason to ' expect 
from an all- wise Judge. . His tender mercies 
are over all his works. 

Fourthly, we have no account of judgment 
for sins committed in a future state of exis^ 
tence, but according to deeds done in the body. 
St. Paur« words are express. "For we must 
all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ, 
that every man may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad." The following 
thiup are cedent from this text ; 1st. If men 
are judged for all the deeds done in the body, 
this judgment cannot close till all the deeds 
of the body are finished; This is not till the 
body dies 5 and if judgment be after the work, 
it must be in a future state. Sd. If men re-^ 
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eeive the thiags according to the»deeds dono 
in the body^ whether good or bad^ is it not 
evident; the effects of these deeds are ex- 
tended to a future state ? The wages of sin 
is death ; and wages are commonly received 
after the labor is performed. 

Much is said by the opposers of future pun- 
ishment and judgment about sin's being ex- 
tended to the future world. " They say, if we 
can prove that men are sinners there^ they 
will admit punishment to-be there. Then 
why not admit the rule reversed ? If we can 
prove punishment in the future worlds admit 
that sinners are there ? If sin, misery, and 
condemnation are inseparably connected^ 
where we find the one^ we do the other. But 
say they, we have no account of actual sin, 
but the contrary. Reply^ we do not need it. 
We have an account of some being condem- 
ned, which is enough to prove them sinners^ 
without actual sin, such as stealing, lying,'^de- 
frauding, &c. One must be called a sinner 
that is under the condemning power of sin, or 
till he has the law of God written in his heart. 
What should we think of men that should 
dispute felicity being extended to the future 
world ? Because, say they, righteousness and 
felicity are inseparably connected, and we 
have no account of any righteous works done 
in the future world ; — no feeding the hungiy, 
no clothing the naked, nor giving drink to the 
thirsty, nor any oth^^r works that can be called 
the fruits of righteousness. We, therefore, 
dispute that there is any felicity in the future 
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worlds because felicity is the fruit of the 
works of righteousness ; an^ of these works 
we. have no account. When we take aw^ajr 
the cause^ the effect ceases ; so when works 
of righteousness are accomplished, felicity is 
no more ! — But enough ! My hearers will 
excuse these expressions. They are brought 
to compare with the common argument against 
future punishment or misery. But the subject 
I propose to labor more particularly in ano- 
ther Lecture. 

Fifthly, let it be remarked that in all the 
passages I have chosen ami placed at the head 
of this Lecture, there-is no account stated of a 
fixed duration of punishment, pronounced to 
be the portion of the wicked. Nor have wq 
reason to believe they will be sentenced to a 
stated duration of punishment, prescribed in 
the sentence of the Judge, as is the case with 
criminals, when tried before their fellow men. 
This heavenly Judge needs not to be restrict. 
ed to certain prescribed rules to prevent his 
doing injustice, or to assist him in determin- 
ing what is right. For justice and judgment 
are the habitation of his throne : Mercy and 
truth go before his face. 

Those who hold the doctrine of the endless 
misery of the wicked in the future state, I am 
sensible will not be %villing to accede to the 
idea, that there is no prescribed duration de- 
clared in the sentence of the Judge to the 
wicked. And although they would not pre- 
tend to find it in the passages the speaker has 
chosen^ they conclude the actvjVM^^^ «^ ^sis:^ 
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feilent upon tlie subject. It is to be acknow- 
ledi:;? (1, we find the words everlasting an(^ 
eternal, and oilier phrases of a similar mean- 
ing, applied to punishment. But these have 
bceu proved by many learned authors to re- 
present duration indefinitely. The learned 
and industrious John Butterworth, author of a 
Concordance and Dictionary of the BiHe, 
who appears by many of his explanations to 
be a Calvinist^ and certainly a believer in the 
endless misery of the wicked, has, of eternal^ 
which he accounts the same as everlastings 
this definition ; ^'Sometimes it only intends a 
long duration of time. ^^ This concession of 
our worthy author is suflicient to prove those 
terms ambiguous and indefinite. For it comes 
flora a quarter where we should the least ex- 
pect. * 

The idea that is held by many as sacred a?5 
the Avord of inspiration, that the state of all 
men is permanently fixed in happiness or 
misery at the day of judgment, is not found 
in all the passages which are placed at the 
Lead of this Lecture. In all the passages in 
the Bible that mention "the day of judgment,'^ 
"thejudgment-seat of Christ/' "the last day/' 
or any other plain, unparabolical passage that 
speaks of Christ's judging mankind, there is 
not the least intimation of any tiling of this 
nature. Nor have I reason to believe that 
any one will attempt to bring a passage of 
this description to controvert what I have now 
spoken. That they may bring scripture that 
appears to them to prove that all w ill be per- 
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V, 

manently fixed in happiness or misery at the 
^^y ^f judgment or at deatii^ is not disputed. 
But I think they will not pretend to bring 
any of the aforementioned description. If the 
truth and importance of Ihis idea be equal to 
the confidence many pious and worthy people 
of our country have in it, can any rational ac- 
count be given for a total silence respecting it, 
in every scripture that has been read in your 
hearing at this time ? I must state, for my- 
self, that I do not find it in the liible. 

Another very common idea I do not find in 
the scriptures before us. It is that when the 
judgment closes, some are crowned with feli- 
city and joy, and others left in misery. I 
conclude th« day of judgment continues as 
long as ptinishment continues. We have no 
particular account of any punishment after the 
day of judgment, but in it. The day is not, 
tlierefore,to be reckoned twelve or twenty-four 
hours, but a certain process of time. Judg- 
ment in Heb. vi. S, is called eternal. That 
the y/ord day in some scriptures is used in an 
extensive and enlarged sense is evident. Christ 
says to the Jews, ^*Your father Abraham re- 
joiced to see my day^^^ John viii. 56. He 
^aid also to Jerusalem, ^^If thou hadst known, 
even thou, at least in this thy day, the things 
that belong to thy peace,^' Luke xix. 4S. 
In both these texts the word seems to include 
the period of natural life, or perhaps in the 
first, the time of Christ^s ministry, or the pre- 
sent dispensation of the gospel. 

It is said of Sodom, it shall be more tolera- 
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ble than for Gapernaum in the day of jnnS^^ 
ment. Nothing said of this^ after the day of 
judgment. For eveiy idle wopd men shall 
eive account in the day of judgment ; shall be 
justifiledor condemned. Uere i» nothing said 
about condemnation couiinuing after that day. 
There is also a passage that says, ^*The Lord 
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temp- 
tatioo> and to reserve the unjust unto the day 
of judgment to be punished;'' but this like*' 
wise says nothing of punishing tbeni after?- 
ward. 

It iis not convenient to add much labor <o. 
this part of our subject in this Lecture ; but [ 
hope to be able more fully to elucidate it ia 
another; 

Li view of the scriptural evidences of a fa<- 
ture day of judgment, X think it may be add- 
ed, the present situation of man seems to> 
evince the truth of the doctrine. His present 
accountability presupposes a time when he 
shall answer for its use. His moral agency^ 
without which accountability could not exist^ 
naturally implies, the truth of the same idea. 

Some reasons for this process of general 
judgment are very manifest. It explains the 
ground, nature, and propriety of punishment ; 
and the justice of God in his dealings with his 
sinful children. It clearly opens and ex« 
plains the dark dispensations of his provi- 
dence ; exhibits his justice, goodness, wis- 
dom, and mercy conspicuously in all his 
works. The character of the Supreme must 
tiiere appear in the native lustre of his attri- 
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btites. The saved will then leatn from what 
they are redeemed ; and for what they praise 
(he Lord of life and glory, giving thanks for« 
evermore. AH that die Lord has done for 
mankind^ and the grace of oar heavenly Fa- 
ther, must fi^om tliat period be eternally real- 
ized in the maoy hearts of. gratitude^ and by 
tiie numerous family of the i-edeemed, 

T*o close^ let us recapitulate the subject, 
and notice particularly^ the lieads of what it 
affords. 

Ist. We learn that we have feason to ex- 
pect a certain period, called ^^heday of judg- 
ment,^' when men will -lie judged after thi^i 
life, and receive according to the deeds done 
in the body, whether' good or bad. Our pre- 
sent individuality, 4;hen, must be recognized 
in the future «tate. 

2d, We ind every work is then to be mani- 
fested, and every one of the human family to 
share his part in that day of giving account to 
G^od. 

3d. Every woirk of man will then be appro- 
bated or disapprobated, according as it is 
good or bad, and tlie then present character 
of every one plainly shown him by the Judge 
of all tlie earth. 

4tk That ^e bave no account of being 
judgedforsins committed in a future state of 
existence, but according to deeds done only in 
the body, 

Sth. Though we leairn the wicked are con-* 
^emned, we do not find that they are senten- 
ced te a staiad juration of pum%V\\£k^v\> ^^ ^ 
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jmticial triald in human courts ; nor do we 
find any account of the common idea^ that the 
condition of man Is then permanently fixed^ 
separating some for endless felicity^ and others 
to an eternity of woe. 

My brethren, let ns remember these things^ 
4ind learn to fear God^ and love one another. 

•AMEN. 



HYMN. 

1 Will there a judgment day 

Be found in future life, 
Revealing ev'ry word we say, 
And every baneful itrife.^ 

2 Ye8, this from our dear Lord, 

Whose lips the truth impart ; 
No one can hide an idle word, 
Or secret of his heart. 

3 flow careful then ought we 

In word and works to live, 
When such exact account to thee, 
Kind Lord, we soon must give. 

4 Help us to watch our lips > 

With holy awe and fear; . 
Let not the soul that mercy keepfs 
Sink down in long despair. 
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LECTURE II. 

Delivered April 24. 



ON FUTURE MISERY AND PUNISHMENT. 



1. Matt. xii. 32. 

And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of 
man, it shall be forgiven hiqi : but whosoever -speaketh 
against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven hioi, 
neither in this world, neither in tlie world to come. 

2. MAff . xiii^ 42. ^ 
And shall cast then^ fiito a furnace of fire ; there shall 

be wailing and gnashing of teeth. ^ 

3. Verses 49, 50. 

So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels 
shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the 
just, and shall cast them into the fiirtiace of fire : there 
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

4. Matt, xviii. 6.— Mark ix. 42.— & Luke xvii. 2. 

But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which 
believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone 
were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned 
in the depth of the sea. 

5. LtJKE xii. 4, 5« 

And I say unto you, my friends. Be n6t afraid of 
them that kill the' body, and after that have no more 
that they can do : bat I will forewarn you whom ye 

8 
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shall fear : Fear him which after he hath killed, hath 
power to uasl into hell ; yea, I say unto you, Fear him. 

^ 9. Romans ii. 3, 6, 1 S. 

And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them 
which do such things, and doest the same, that thou 
shalt escape the Judgment of God ? Who will render to 
every man according to his deeds ; in the day when 
God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, ac- 
cording to my gospel. 

• 7. 2 Thessalontans i. 7, 8, 9. 

And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the 
Lord Jesus sHall be revealed from heaven with hiB 
mighty angels, in Gaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not the gpspql 
of our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the. presence* of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his powen 

• 

. • 8. - Hebrews ii. 3, 4, 5. 

How shall w« escape if we neglect so great salva- 
tion ; whfch nt the first began to be spoken by the Lord, 
* and was confirmed un<o us by them that heard him ; 
God also bearing them witness with signs and wonders, 
and divers miracles, and gifts oCthe^H^ly Ghost, ac- 
cording to hJ3 own will ?< For ui^to the angels hath he 
not put into subjection the world to come whereof we 
,8p^ak. '* 

0. IIeBR;EWJ5.X. 28,-29, 30. ; 

He that despised Moses' law, died without, merc^ un- 
der two or three witnessfs^:. Of hji)W much sorer pun- 
ishment suppose ye, he shall be,1 bought worthy, who 
hath trodden under foot the Son of God, aiid hath 
counted the blood of the covenant wherewith he was 
sanctified an un!)o!y filing, and hittb dofie despite ynto 

* Gr, face. , - . : * 
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the spirit of grace ? ]^dr we know him that hath said, 
Vengeatice belongeth unto note, 1 will recompense) saith 

tbeLord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 

■ • ■ ' . 

10. 2 Peter ii. 9. 

The Lord kiioweth how to deliver (he godly out of 
temptation, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of 
judgment to 'be ^utiSirhcd: 

11. 2 Peter iii. 7. 

But the heavens and the earth which are now, by the 
game word' are ^ept in store, reserved unto fire against 
the day of judgment Ahd petition of ungodly men. 

12. JuDE «• 

And the angefs which kept not their first estate, but 
left (heir own hahitatibiif he ha(h r( served in everlast- 
ing chains under darktie^ unto the judgment of the 
great day/ 



OUR Savior has faithfully testified^ that 
for every idle vioid which men speak, they 
shall give account in the day of judgment. 
Mail is therefore, a being' accountable to his 
Maker for his actions/ as well as dependant 
for his gifts. A state of accountability al- 
ways presupposes a time of rendering account ; 
and it is not reasotiable to suppose the time of 
rendering account can be fulfilled, till after the 
labors of an accountable state are completed. 
As man^s whole life is' a slate of accountabili- 
ty, it is not easy to determine how he can ren- 
der account for the last moral action in this 
life, after the action is performed. Therefore 
the scripture plainly states, what reason sug- 
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gests^ that after death comes the judgment.^ 
It can be no otherwise than reasonably ex- 
pected that when judged according to our 
works^ we should receive the approbation or 
disapprobation of our judge^ according as we 
have fulfilled or disregarded our accountable 
state. This idea, likewise, we find support* 
ed by scripture. Future punishment, then^ 
seems naturally included in the idea of future 
judgment, upless all can render a good ac- 
count at that period. Future judgment must 
be embraced in the sentiment of accountabili- 
ty, and is necessary to support the idea. The 
doctrine of accountability is requisite to the sup- 
port of the moral relation in which we stand 
to our Creator as his rational offspring, and 
his right to give us laws, maxims ana pre- 
cepts, requiring obedience. Destroy account- 
ability, and no one has a right to say. Why 
do ye so ? Eradicate the impressive senti- 
ment of a future judgment, and you greatly 
weaken the sense of moral obligation ; for it 
gives no opportunity of rendering account for 
the last actions in life, which, perhaps may be 
the worst. It is, therefore, abundantly evi- 
dent that the idea of future jiidsmeut, and the 
danger of future punishment, is necessary to 
strengthen a sense of moral accountability to 
God. 

In a scriptural inquiry relative to the im- 
portant doctrine of this subject, let us attend 
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to the passages that are now selected for this 
purpose. They clearly express the idea of 
punishment for sin ; and^ as it respects time 
and ddration^ there are three diifering senti- 
ments held among us, one of which only can 
be true to compare with them. One is that 
punishment is confined to this state of exist- 
ence ; another that it is future, but will end ; 
and the third is interminable misery in an 
endless existence. 

In relation to these points, we will first no- 
tice the blasphemy against the holy Ghost, 
which is stated not to be forgiven in this 
world, neither in the world to come. If it be 
made clearly to appear the world to come is in 
this world, it is equally plain that the unfor- 
given state of the blasphemer may be in this 
world; otherwise the text proves futnremis- 
eiy and punishment. But to be fulfilled in 
this life, both ".this world'^ and f* the world 
to come'^ must be in this world ! It is said 
** the word world means age or dispensation." 
Jesus spake these words under the law, dur- 
ing the continuance of the legal priesthood. 
^' This worid^^ referred to the then present or- 
dcr of things, and " the world to coine/^ to the 
age in which the Gentiles would be visited 
with the gospel, and the Jews excluded. It 
is granted the original mi^ht be more properly 
rendered age than morld. But does the scrip- 
ture say, the world or age to come, is the gos- 
pel dispensation in this life? It does not. 

3* 
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Does it naturally embrace this idea? We 
ask for proof. Satisfactory evidence bas not 
yet been shown. St. Paul who considered 
himself and his brethren as ^^ not under the 
law, but under grace/^ which is-the gospel 
dispensation, considered himself and them in 
that age, which some account the world to 
come.; and yet he spoke of the world to come 
and of ages to come. Did he so express him- 
self and mean by the world to come^ the age 
in which he lived, a dispensation which was 
not under the law but under grace ? He un- 
doubtedly meant to be understood by such 
expressions according to the natural import 
and connexion of his words, and therefore ex- 
pressed the idea of an age or ages succeeding 
the dispeusatioti of the gospel in this life. 

Christ says the children of this world mar- 
ry and are given in marriage. If he here in- 
tended the dispensation of the law as opposed 
to that of the gospel, why not as well say the 
children of the world to come, marry and are 
given in marriage ? Those that belong to the 
gospel dispensation have married, and, as 
tliey believe, according to the law of God. 
But there is no dispute but *^ this world^^ in 
the passage alluded to, includes this mortal 
life, and " that wovW^ a succeeding periods 

In opposition to the idea of future punish, 
ment the. blasphemy* against the holy Spirit 
IS applied to the Jews in a. national capacity ; 
and their present exclusion from gospel priv- 
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ileges is considered their unforgiven state in 
the world to come. From the beginning of 
the gospel dispensation to the present^ accord- 
ing to this opinion^ they are receiving their 
punishment for blaspheming against the holy 
Ghost. But where is the proof of this idea ? 
Did any of the inspired penmen make this ap- 
plication of the text ? They applied the pun- 
ishmeut to the individual blasphemers^ and 
not their descendants. St. Matthew says^ 
^' But whosoever speaketh against the holy 
Ghost it shall not be forgiven him^ neither in 
this world, neither in the world to come.'^ 
He says nothing here of their chfldren, nor 
any others. St. M arklimits it particularly : 
It is '' he that shall blaspheme ;'' and St. 
liuke likewise : '' But unto Mm that bias* 
pfaemeth,^^ and not to another. 

Should it be urged that the punishment of 
the blasphemy against the holy Ghost is the 
temporal punishment of the ancient Jews and 
their descendants, from Christ pntil now, be- 
cause they are in an unforgiven state like the 
blasphemer, the hearer is cautioned against 
admitting this application as an undeniable 
consequence, in case of a particular theft, 
and of a man known to be a thief, it would not 
follow of certainty from his known character, 
that he was guilty in that instance. It would 
cither be necessary to prove there were no 
other thieves, or that he actually performetl 
the alleged crime. 
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To make (he blasphemy before mentioned 
ap[flicable to the diflferent generations o£ the 
Jews from Christ, we must rationally con- 
clude, the modem Jews actually commit this 
crime as well as the ancient. Uiit according 
to the idea now opposed, none but the ancient 
can share the punishment of botii ages or 
worlds, which the sacred writers apply to eV- 
ery blasphemer against the holy Ghost. 
From this consideration, therefore^ the idea 
appears not admissible. 

As it respects the use of the text in support 
of endless misery, it is evidtTit such believers 
must admit the certain salvation of all others 
to urge the certain misery of these. This is 
as clearly against the common opinion, as this 
opinion supposes the text against universal 
salvation ; for it reckons * the blasphemers 
agaiiist the holy Ghost to compose but a small 
part of the finally impenitent. 

Relative to our subject we will now notice 
the second passage at the head of this dis- 
course : *And $hall cast them into a furnace 
of fire ; there shall be wailing and gnashing 
of teeth. This passage closes our Savior's 
comment on the parable of the ^heat and the 
tares, according to which it is clearly in fa- 
vor of punishment after this life. He says^ 
" the wheat or good seed are the children of 
the kingdom ; and the tares are the children 
of the wicked one ; the enemy that sowed 
them is tlie devil ; the harvest is the end of 
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Ae world.'' It is not to be ^ doubted that 
when Ghrist undertook to explain^ he used 
language as expressive of his meaning as 
could be well applied. Otherwise it could 
not merit the title of an explanation. It is 
objected by some that the children of the 
wicked one^ mean wicked people^ because it 
is said the enemy that sowed them is the devil. 
The inference is then drawn^ ^^ According to ' 
this mode of reasoning, God has produced 
some of the inhabitants of the earthy and the 
devil some.'' To avoid this absurdity it is 
next concluded the tares^ the children of the 
wicked one^ are false doctrines; and the 
wheats the children of the kingdom^ is tha 
doctrine of Christ. But^ my hearers, is this 
comment free from absurdity ? Compare it 
with Christ's explanation. '' The Son of man 
shall send forth his angels, and they .shall 
gather out of his kingdom all things that of- 
fend, and th^ra which do iniquity, and shall 
cast them into a furuace of fire ; there shall 
be ^wailing and gnashing of teeth." 

If we reckon the tares false doctrines, ac- 
cording to this text they are cast into the fur- 
nace of fire, which separates them from men. 
How then do they wail and gnash their ieeth ? 
What are false doctrines, when Hieparated 
from their advocates ? What is the situation 
of their advocates, when by the fire or spirit 
of truths they have lost them ? Would they 
be likely to mourn for their loss ? 
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Not finding this interpretation clear, wc 
witl look at the other, which states the chil- 
dren of the wicked one to be wicked pepple. 
This is a natural conclusion. But we are 
asked, did the devil produce them ? Answer, 
be did. The enemy that sowed them is the 
devil. They are the children of the wicked 
one ; and it is a natural idea, that a child is 
produced by its father. So the devil /prorfiic- 
ed the Jews ; for Christ said he was their fa- 
ther, and they did his works. 

By this time our querist, whoever he may 
be, if he believes iu revelation, is willing to 
have an explanation introduced. The Jews, 
he will say, were virtually the children of 
God, but in character^ the children of the 
devil. We ask, are not the expressions as 
strong that the Jews were the cliildren of the 
deviljus those mentioned in the parable ? They 
evidently are. Then where is the absurdity 
of considering the tares, which are explained 
to be the children of the wieked one, and sow- 
ed by the devil, to.be wicked people ? In the 
sense in which the devil is their father, in the 
same sense-he produced them. If he be their 
father only as it respects their wicked con- 
duct, it is in this sense only that he produced 
them. 'A consideir the tares, therefore, to 
represent wicked people, we find nothing re- 
pugnant to God^s being the Creator of all, and 
all men^s being his children as represented iu 
scripture. 
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We will pow notice the iime mentioned^ 
when the wicked shall be separated from the 

just, and punished. The harvest is express- 
ly said to be the end of the world, '^ As 
therefore the tares are gathered and burned in 
the fire ; so shall it be in the er^d of this 
worldJ^^ The kingdom of heaven which 
Christ in this parable compared to good seed 
sown in a field, nhdoubtedly represents the 
state of the thurch in the present gospel dis- 
pensation. As Christ meant to represent his 
own kingdom, he evidently intended by tJiis 
world the gospel dispensation so far as it re- 
spects men in this life. To account the phrase 
this world to refer to tlie time of the Jaw in 
this instance, would not bi& applying words 
properly, unless he wa^ discoursing of the 
law ; the term, tAi^, always refers to the near- 

; est object embraced in a discourse. And be- 
sides, is the kingdom of heaven, a phrase eve^ 
used to represent the law dispensation ? If 
not, the parable, must represent the believers 
and unbelievers, the riijrhteous and the wick- 
ed, ifi. the presept dispensation nf gospel 
grace. It must likewise represent the sep^r 
ration apd misery of the wicked in the day of 

* judgment, which is the end of man's proba- 

, tion in the gospel dispensation, from the 
righteous, who shine forth as tiie sun in the 

!^ kingdom of their Father. 

It IS objected by some that Clirist meant 
^ true representation of the kingdom of hea- 
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ven by the parable, but intended to predict 
how his pretended followers would represent 
it. Such are not willing to allow a future 
time of separation of the righteous from the 
wicked ; but expect that at the end of this 
world all will be righteous. They observe 
that Christ did not say the kingdom of heaven 
is liJce^ as in parables where no separation is 
noticed ; but said, the kingdom of heaven is 
liken edf putting the word like in the passive * 
form, and leaving it undetermined who has so 
likened it. Now if we can find a parable 
where a separation is noticed in which Ghrist 
said the kingdom of heaven is Mke^ will not 
the point be decided that he was the agent b^ 
whom it was likened, and that such parables 
were intended to be a true and not a false re- 
presentation? Then see Matt xiii. 47—50, 
*^ Again, the kingdom of heaven is like, (not 
is likened by false teachers) unto a net that 
was cast into the sea, and gathered of every 
kind : which when it was full, they drew to 
* the shore, and sat down, and gathered the 
good into vessels, but cast the bad away. So 
shall it be at the end of the world : the angels 
shall come forth and sever the wicked from 
among the just, and shall cast them into the 
furnace of fire ; there shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth." Will any conclude^ Me 
wicked means wicked men, and the just 
means righteous men ? Will the wicked wail 
when wickedness is separated from them ? 



Kb ; fof flifcy must be righteous, and tto ri^it. 
6ous man Will mourn for the loss of his faiilti^ 
Will wickedness^ separated from the sintiet, 
"wailjp because it is casit into the furnace of 
fire? Ix cannot; for separate from the sin» 
ner, it cojinot exist. The subject mustlJiere- 
fore be clear in favor of future punishment. 

The next passage to be considered, Matt, 
xviii. 6, if it be not accounted direct in favor 
, of punishment in future life ; yet it mirst bfe ac- 
knowledged, it imiioses a restraint d^gdnst of- 
ftenees which no disbeliever of fiitui^e punish* 
ment was ever known to uise. Were if given 
to offenders to choose whether they would 
suffer the usual consequences arising in this 
life from offending those little ones thai be- 
lieve in Christ, or suffer the exemplary death 
of sinking in the sea, by the pondrons load of 
a millstone, it is believed they would readily 
prefer the former. But Clirist has told tfaem^ 
they are in danger of soiiiethiug Worse than 
the latter. 

The scripture ne^ t following is, Luke xii. 4, 
S. Here we are faithfully exhorted not to fear 
them that kill the body, because after killing 
the body they can do no more. But we are 
forewarned to fear him w ho after he hath 
killed the body, ha^h power to cast into hell. 
There must be then a power to cast into hell, 
after the killing of the body. Such a power 
tjeing proved, it proves tlie powder of futute 
misery and punishment. It no lotiger re- 

4 
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mains in the light of scripture to say it cannot 
be^ when we find a plain allusion to one that 
is able to execute it. 

But perhaps it will be said the ability of 
pur Maker to cast into hell after the killing of 
the body does not prove that there is any dan- 
ger of future punishment strictly speaking ; — 
or that any will ho punished in hell after the 
body is killed. But it must be acknowledg- 
ed Christ forewarned to fear God through the 
medium of this motive. The question then 
is, whether he used imaginary ideas to terrify 
and induce to the fear of God, or whether he 
dealt in simplicity and honesty. Was he like 
those parents that tell their children, the 
bears will catch them, when tliey believe no 
bears ai'e nigh ? Experience has taught the 
most wise and prudent among men, that it is 
best in all persuasives to virtue^ or dissua- 
fiives from vice, wliich are delivered tis pre- 
cepts that men have opportunity to examine, 
not to urge them ou false and imaginary prin- 
ciples, but on such as are founded in fact. — 
Will they then attrihuie that to the ^avior of 
men, of which they would not be guilty them- 
selves? It seems Ibey must, to avoid the 
idea of punishment in future life, from the 
passage under consideration. 

The doctrine of restraint from vice through 
fear of impending evil, by some is considered 
useless and absurd. But it is evid'ent it must 
have its proper use to restrain and deter, as 
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well a» tke iQfluence of filial regard, ^^A 
prudent man/^ says Solonion^ ^^foreseeth 
the evil and hideth himself.^^ Why ? Evi- 
dently because he is afraid of its pernicious 
effects. St. Paul said, ^^if thou do that 
which is evil, he afraid.^^ Likewise in the 
preceding verse, ^^for rulers are not a terror 
to good works but to evil.'' Wilt thou not 
then be afraid of the power ? If the fear of 
punisbraent have no force to restrain men from 
vice, why did Christ and his apostles urge it 
in the manner in which we find they have ? 
But those very men that are so much opposed 
ta the idea of the fear of punishment having 
any use to restrain, could not be persuaded 
to hold their hands in flaming fire, for no oth- 
er reason than the fear .of being bunied ; nor 
would they like to take a potion of arsenic^ 
because i\\^y fear it would poison them. 

In view of the subject of future punishment 
we will turn to Rom. ii. 3, 8, lO. The inter- 
vening verses between these serve to explain 
the doctrine they contain. In the 3d verse the 
question is asked concerning him who judges 
and condemns another, and yet perpetrates 
the same offences himself, ^^And thinkest 
thou this, O man, that jiulgest them which do 
such things and doest the same, that thoa 
shalt escape the judgment of God?'^ The 
plain import of this quel^tion is, he will not 
escape. But should we consider the judg- 
ment to be nothing but what men experience 
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W they pa3S the journey of life^ should #• 
Dpt take away the whole force of the question? 
In the 4tb verse, the apostle adds another ip 
tHiese words : ^'Or despisest thou the riches 
9f his goodness^ and forbearance^ and longsuf- 
ferin^ ; not knowing that the goodness of God 
teacheth thee to repentance r ' Miserj%and 

funishment in some measure may begin and 
e immediately connected with the crime j; 
hut if pujaishment always end with the crime^^ 
what could we understand by ^^the forbear- 
ance and long suffering'' of God P Althougli 
he forbear, yet they are exposed to a due re- 
ward unless they repent, as we find in the 
next verses. ^^But after thy hardness and im- 
penitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath 
fgainst the day of wrath, and revelation of thfs 
righteous judgment of God : Who will ren- 
der to every man according to his deeda/^ 
Of the manner of this retribution, we are 
particularly informed. '^Eternal /(fe, to them 
who by patient continuanice in well doings 
seek for glory^ and honor^ and immortfility. 
Glory, honor, and peace, to every man that 
worketh good : But to every soul of man that 
doeth evil^ the reepmpence is tribulation and 
OMguiak. Indignation and wrath are to them 
who are coi^tentious, and disregarding the 
truth; obey unrightebusqess/' - Uhe apostle 
has 9|so iju tbe 16 th verse of the same cliap- 
ter, after a pstrentheticfd explanation of the 
fn^hject, staiM the time of this |;eujeral r^tri- 
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bution to be ^Hn the day^ when God shall 
judge the seerets of men by Jesos Christy ao« 
cordiug to his gospel/^ Can there be any dis- 
pute but the day here noted is the day when 
we shall all stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ to give account for the deeds done in 
the body, whether they be good or bad? 
This day has been proved in a former Lecture 
to be in future life. It is, therefore, plain 
from this text, that St. Paul was a believer in 
future retribution ; and consequently in future 
misery and punishment. 

The passage in 2 Thess. i. 7f 8, 9, appears 
to me to refer to the same time of future pun- 
ishment. St. Paul informed the brethren that 
were troubled, they should rest with them 
when the Lord Jesus should be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels. The time of 
his revelation, St. Paul then held to be fu- 
ture. If we are to understand the passage 
figuratively, the Lord Jesus^ revelation from 
heaven with his mighty angels, to be the 
power of the gospel in demonstration of the 
spirit by the able ministers of the New Tes* 
lament, why did he speak of it as being fu- 
ture ? In what age was the gospel preached 
by more powerful ministers ? . or Christ by 
his spirit more powerfully revealed than he 
hid been before and at the time the apostle 
wrote this epistle ? It is evident in none. 
Then according to this interpretation the text 
yet remains to be fulfilled ; although it be not 
,4* 
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understood by those that give it this explana- 
jUoQ. But where is the absurdity of consid- 
ering the text true^ according to the literal im- 
Jort of language ? Is the idea that the Lord 
eaus will personally appear in flaming fire 
if^o i^baurd to be credited ? Admitting the 
tfaipg tp be a fact^ and the iipostle had meant 
to infprm us^ would he have been likely to 
^ye expressed it in different language froni 
what he did ? That Christ will personally 
appear is evident from Acts i. li* He per- 
sonally ascended before \n$ disciples ; and it 
Ifi said he will come in the same manner as 
he went iip. That he will appear in flaming 
fire^ perhaps will be hard for those to credit 
tha,t are slow to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken. But when the Lord appeared 
to Moses^ did he not appear in fire that lite- 
rally burned in a bush^ yet the bush was not 
consumed ? Sid not the angpl that appeared 
to Manoah ascend in fire P Elijah^ we are 
told^ when he was translated ascended in 
chariots of fire with horses x>f fire^ and wben 
the Lord appeared to Baul^ there was a 
brightness that exceeded the sun at noon day. 
When Christ's face shone like the sun^ at the 
time he wa^ transfigured^ shall we discredit 
his inspired apostle^ that when he comes he 
will descend from heaven in the majestic ap« 
pearance of flaming fire ? 

When he appears the apostle says he will 
^^taJic vengeance on them that know not God^ 



ind thatobe;^ uot th^ gogpej of our Lord Je- 
aua Gbrist ; who sb^-irbe punished with ever- 
lasting destruetion from the presence of the 
liordy and from the gt^ of his power/^ 
This everlasting destruction ici explained bj 
(some to be the immediate salvation of the 
tfinner.^ Then in the sense of a sinner he ie 
everlastingly destroyed. The flaming fire i» 
the fire of the gospel^ because it is from hea* 
yen : it is the same with which Christ bapti- 
zes« The vengeance it takes is to destroy 
sin^ and save the sinner. Admitting thi» 
comment^ the apostle would have been av 
dear^ had he said^ Messed witb everlasting 
destruction^ as punished with everlasting de- 
wtmction. Punishment^ though it end in 
salvation^ always carries the idea of affliction 
and suffering. But according to the ideas we 
have now been considering^ we cannot dis- 
cem a shade of difference between punishing 
and blei^sing, destruction and salvation. 

As to the proof of the immediate saving na- 
tive of the fire^ beeai»«e it is from heaven, it 
may be observed ; the Bible says the fire that 
))nrned Bodom was from heaven^ hut this did 
not immediately save the inhabitants^ unless 
on the scheme of nofuture punii^hment^ their 
i^pirits went guickly home to rest ; in which 
ease^ the fire from heaven wa^s partial against 
JiOt^ and in favor of the wicked Sodomites^ 
that vexed his righteous so^l from day to dity. 

j^e^pectuig 4h(^ i4^ tibM m 9mc^i)» 
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from the presence of the Lord^ let it be re- 
marked that a state of sin and punishment is 
considered to exclude from the presence of 
the Lord; because the sinner is ever in moral 
darkness. The psalmist^ speaking of his 
Maker; says, ^^In thy presence is fulness of 
joy.'' If none can be out of or from his pre- 
sence, it follows then that all ever possess 
fulness of joy. 

In Heb, ii. 3, 4, 5, is our next evidence of 
future punishment. The question, ^'Hovv 
shall we escape if we neglect so great salva- 
tion?'' seems to imply that we shall uot es- 
cape ; but must receive a just recompense of 
reward. lu the 5tli verse, the apostle says 
he speaks of *Hho world to come," which is 
not put in subjection to the angels. His 
question then imports, how shall we escape 
in the v/orld to come if we neglect so great 
salvation ; which at the first began to be spo- 
ken by the Lord, and was conflrraed unto us 
by them that heard him ; God also bearing 
them witness, both with signs and wonders, 
and divers miracles, and gifts of the holy 
Ghost according to his own will ? The world 
to come would not mean the gospel dispensa- 
tion.; for that was the age in which the apos- 
tle lived, and in that dispensation was the 
Work in which he was engaged. 

In Heb. x. S8, S9, 30, the question is asked 
concerning those that sin wilfully after they 
have received the knowledge of the truth ; 
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Wko bftve trodden under foot the Son of God f 
who liave counted the blood of the covenant 
wherewith they were sanctified an unholy 
thing ; i^nd done despite unto the spirit of 

'ace: of how much sorer punishment than: 
le that despised Moses^^ laW)^ who died with* 
out mercy under two or three witnesses, sup*^ 
pose ye^ says the apostle, he shall be thought 
worthy ? He leaves his brethren to deter- 
mine their condign punishment^ and adds^ 
*^For we know him that hath said^ Yengeance'^ 
helongeth unto me, 1 wiU recompense, saithr 
ihe Lord. And again. The Lord shall iudge 
his peopW It appears from this, an im- 
pending evil hangs over the heads of those 
dinners that that are here described, which i» 
^orer than death without mercy by the mouth 
of two or three witnesses under the law of 
Moses, Can this be without punishment iri 
future life ? No sorer punishment than death 
without mercy can be inflicted in this, 

X>ur next scripture, ^P*it,- ii, Q, Im^ a very 
plain reference to this subject. The idea 
that men receive their whole punishment im- 
mediately connected with the crime in this 
life is expressly opposed. He says, ^*The 
T^ovd knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptation, and to reserve the unjust unto the 
day of judgment to be punished.'^ The day 
pf judgment is evidently proved by the first 
of these Lectures to be in future life. Then 
the punijgl^aiLei^t to which the uigiuai; M^ Ff' 
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«ervecl^ must be at the same time^ for it is in 
tlie day of judgtnent. It is to be wished the 
brethren who couiiemn the idea of men's be- 
ing punished in another stafe of existence for 
sins committed in this^wouM candidly consider 
the import of this passage. JLet it be proved 
that a future state has no relation to this, and 
the idea would be proved absurd. But if the 
future have no relation to the present, out 
Savior who came into this world to save man- 
kind, has effected but little to what his mis- 
sion embraces ; and none of these good effect* 
can be extended to a future state. Nothing 
can be more evident, than where there is no 
relation or proper counection, neither good 
nor ill effects can have any influence. Bui 
can it be proved that the day of judgment is 
in this life? Can it be proved that men are 
not judged in future life for sins committed in 
this ? And can it be proved that all receive 
due pnnishmentfor sin as they travel the jour- 
ney of life, wTien some are reserved to the day 
of judgment to be punished ? 

Some hold that men are not punished at all 
in this life, but all punishment is reserved for 
futurity. But this also is a mistake. St. 
Paul said, he punished the christian oft in 
every city. This was not in futurity. Jere- 
miah speaks of the punishment of the sin of 
his people being greater than the punishment 
of the sin of Sodom ; which was in the de- 
struction of those cities im the present state of 
oxistence* 
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We are iDformed in §l Peter iii. 7^ tbat the 
heavens and the earth which are now, are re- 
served unto flre against the day of judgment 
and perdition of nngodly men. Here we find 
a uamber of important events connected with 
the day of judgment, if we understand the 
passage according to the natural import of 
words. Many commentators explain the hea- 
vens and the earth figuratively, but they evi- 
dently do violence to the connection. In the 
preceding verses tlic drowning and perishing 
of the old world by water is mentioned, which 
must be understood to relate to the time of 
Noah, and is a literal description. Then 
why not understand this in the same manner, 
which is introduced Avith an evident allusion 
to it, and by a just comparison ? 

We have one more text to mention, and. 
then we have examined all at the head of this 
liccture. It is Jude 6, "And the angels 
which kept hot their first estate, but left their 
own habitation, he hath reserved in everlast- 
ing chains under darkness unto the judgment 
of the great day/^ It is not necessary to this 
subjedt to contend about who those angels 
were ; but it is just to* remark how well thi^i 
passage accords witli'* the one we have consid- 
ered in St. Peter, in their being reserved un- 
to the judgment of the* great day. 

Having thus examined the scriptures select. 
ed, with a view to find whether they support 
the doctrine of future retribution or not, w^ 
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tnav now proceed to examine other relative 
ana important particulars. The scriptural 
testimony Miiich I have now brought forward 
to substantiate a belief in future retribution, 
4hough ample^ is by no means exhausted. I 
have endeavoured in (his and the preceding 
Lectures to avoid all parables^ however plain 
their allusion to this subject, unless they were 
followed by an immediate explanation. My 
;Object in this is to render the subject as plain 
rand indisputable as possible. 

With respect to the doctrine of the endless 
punishment of the wicked^ we find nothing in 
these passages that express duration, except 
the term everlasting in two places. In one 
of these the text itself limits it : ^^Ue hath 
Reserved in everlasting chains under darkness 
unto the judgment of the great day f^ but no- 
thing is said of their being under these 
chains any longer Jhau to the great day. Re* 
lalive to the other text my hearers are direct- 
ed to the concession of a learned author, men* 
tioned in the first Jiccture. 

We wiU now attend to scfme arguments 
.against.the doctrine of future punishment 

It is objected and stated, that it is contrary 
to every representation of scripture that Christ 
came into this world to save men in an(*ther^ 
Reply, Is it contrary to "every represfentaticn 
in scripture that Christ came into this world 
to begin the work of salvation, and extend it 
lo another? tn Acts xiii* S3^ we read that 
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Grod lias raised unto Israel a Savior ^ Jesus ,^ 
but he has not yet saved Israel in this world. 
We read in another place that all Israel slutll 
he saved ; but if many of them are not saved 
in another world or life, can any person be- 
lieve thi^ scripture true ? ^^God sent not his 
Son to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved ;'^ but can any 
one believe he saves the whole world in this 
life ? It is almost too plain an en'or to heed 
refutation. 

Another objection to future piinishment is 
founded on the nature of sin, as receiving its 
origin in the flesh, and constantly supported 
by the improper desires of the same ; and 
•when the body Returns to dust, nothing more 
remains of sin, and consequently no need of 
punishment, or in other words, there is noth- 
ing wicked to punish. This objection sup- 
poses the soul or moral facal tics of man per- 
fectly pure in its nature, without the possibil- 
ity of moral defilement ; but loses the balance 
of power by the superior power of the flesh. 
If this be not admitted, the objection loses 
all its force. If it be admitted, how can we 
introduce the doctrine of regeneration ? It 
is not the flesh that is to be regenerated ; it in 
not the principles of the ^'vld man^^ that is to 
be reformed ; but to be put under as St. Paul 
says, *^Ikeep under my body and bring it into 
snhjection.^^ If the soul of man be always 
pure in its nature^ then all meu^ are as holy as 
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Jesus Christ ; for he by reason of tUe flesh 
was tempted in all points like as we are, but 
never committed sin. If the soul of man be 
capable of receiving impurity and suffering 
the reigning power of deaths as ^Hhe wages 
of sin is death/V and ^^the soul that sinnetb 
shall die/' is it reasonable to suppose that 
when involved in this state^ the throwing off 
of the body only would save it? It is pre^ 
sumed the idea cannot be maintained by any 
just rules of philosophical reasonings and ev- 
idently not from scripture. St. James says, 
*^Let him know that he who converteth the 
sinner from the error of his way, shall save a 
soul from death/' Should we admit the af- 
firmative of the aforementioned question it 
would be as proper if it read, ^^Let him know 
that he who murdereth the sinner will save a 
soul from death, and hide a multitude of sins. '^ 
In this case the sinner being delivered from 
the earthly frame would be immediately sav- 
ed according to the , idea we are considering, 
as directly as according to the original read- 
ing of the text. It may be further observed 
that the adinitinnce of the question confines 
the benefits of the salvation of Jesus Christ to 
this mortal existence, where but a small por- 
tion of the whole ransomed of the Lord are 
made the actual partakers of these benefits. — 
But when death comes with his killing power, 
he slays the whole race of Adam^s sons, and 
raises millions to glory, before the gospel in 
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demonstration of tbc spirit^ and of power^* 
cauld reach them* 

A. third objection to future punishment is^ 
tliat uo men are sinners in future life j there- 
fore ^re not punishable. Answer^ the qaes- 
lion is begged^ and not formed on good au^ 
tlM)rity. An unjust man is a sinner ; and St. 
Peter says, tlie Lord knows how to reserve 
such to the day of judgment to be punished. 
If the unjust or sinners are reserved to the^ 
clay of judgment and punished at that time,- 
'will there not be sinners then ? Let the con- 
trary be proved^ and then the question may be 
urged with some propriety. It is not to be 
int^rred';^ because we have no account of crimes 
committed in future life, that none can be sin- 
ners,any more than be^cause we bavenoaccount 
of good works that none will l>e righteous* 
And I knqw i)ot but we are as destitute of any 
particular account of the latter as we are Df 
the former. In this life, we do not suppose 
the sinner always actual in commission of 
crimes ; yet be is ever considered a sinner, 
t^ll lie. becomes a saint, although in some in- 
stances he haij fed the hungry and clothed the 

We sometimes find an objection, urged a« 
gainst the idea of punishment in futiure life, 
frofio^ a supposed necessity, that it detracts 
fron^ the honor due to salvation through 
Chrii$tt If punishment be necessary to salva- 
HoUf says the o)^etor> they are not saved b; 
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Christ, which must be a subversion of tht? 
christian faith. Instead of Christ's paying^ 
the debt due to divine justice, they purchase, 
deliverance by sulfering the demand of the 
law. To a question of this nature it is repli- 
ed, M'e do not believe the wicked suffer in 
this or the world to come to purchase salva^ 
tion, or to satisfy a debt due to divine justice ; 
neither of which are required, nor in the na-- 
ture of things could be effected in this way.— - 
We hold their suiTerings are the natural con- ^ 
sequences of sin, and that which sin requiresr 
as its wages j ^^for the wages of sin is death.''' 
A sUifce of j)unishuient for good purposes may 
also be designed to humble and prepare for* 
that instruction wl icU the word of life gives^ 
and tlie salvatlou li^^t arises from faith in tha 
gospel of Christ. The person who believes- 
in salvation by grace through a Kedeemer, 
and yet can underhand, that whom the Lord 
loveth he chustenelh, and scourgeth* every sou 
W'hom he receivetli, may see how we recon-, 
cile the idea of fsituro punishment with com- 
plete salvation through the efficacious power 
of gospel grace. If ouf light afflictions, which 
are but for a moment, in this life, work for us- 
ft far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory without lessening the honor of salvation^ 
by Clirist, cannot afflictions in a future state 
be productive of the same end, and be under* 
dtood with the same consistency in the olivine 
economy of grace ? ^*We glory," says th^ 
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iipostle^ •^^ia tribulations ; knowing that trib- 
ulation vvorketh patience ; and patience^ ex- 
perience ; and experience, hope ; and Iiope 
maketh not ashamed^ because the love of God 
is shed abroad in our hearts by the holy Ghost 
which is given unto us/^ Here he happily 
unites the eifects of tribulation with the gift of 
the holy Spirit, and considers the effects of 
the one not to dishonor the operation of the 
other. Futuinj punishment is,, tlierefore recon- 
cilable with the atonement of Christy on the 
game principles which leconcile punishment 
in the present life. 

Shall we ndw attend for a few moments to 
the common idea that there can be no change 
after death ? This many conclude is as true 
as the Bible, and yet in the Bible we can no 
where find it. On account of this idea, suil- 
den death is considered alarming, because it 
gives no opportunity for repentance. lere- 
miah, it appears, was^ entirely ignorant of the 
idea. He says in Lam. iv. 6, "For the pun- 
ishment of the iniquity of the daughter of ray 
people is greater than, the punishment of the 
siu of Sodom, that was overthrown as in a 
nioment, and no hands stayed on her.'' Had 
he thought Sodom was doomed to endless 
niiscry, would he liave considei^ed the pun- 
ishment of any other people greater? Again, * 
the Sodomites had no time for repentance at 
their death, for their overthrow was as in a vio- 

m&nt. The daughter of Jeras?JeiU had a fniu 
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opportanity for repentance ; yet he tbougfit 
their punishment was greater than the paa- 
ishment of Sodom. 

' The idea of no change after death must in- 
troduce all men into another Hfe as they leave 
this. None can be any more holy than they* 
are here, nor any more miserable. The idea 
therefore, opposes the sentiments of its own. 
advocates. 

As it respects the nature of future punish- 
ment, I think we have no reason to doubt bufc 
what it is designed for good and benevolent 
purposes, as is the chasteningrodof our heav* 
enly Father in this life. A punishment to 
satisfy a certain notion of vindictive justice^, 
when that justice can never be satisfied by it^ 
wc have no reason to believe from scripture 
or from what we know of the character of God. 
We read that God commended his love to sin- 
ners ; that he so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever heliey- 
eth in liim should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life ; and that the Lord is good to all^ 
and his tender mercies are over all his works. 
It is difficult to believe all this, and believe 
God punishes without a good and benevolent 
design. 

Some ridicule the idea of there being any 
repentance in hell, or aqy mercy in so doleful, 
a prison. But the strength of their ridicule is 
founded on certain imaginary ideas in the 
public mind, that never was supported by re^v- 
olation. Does the Bible tell us of one partic- 
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fAwt place, called hell, prepared from all past 
eternity, for the purpose of punishing wicketf 
jieople in the future state ? It is presumed' 
no such account can b^ found. Jonah who 
understood the word as well as modern com- 
mentators applied it tb his prison in the whalers 
belly. Here we find one local heil, where 
there was repentance, and prayer that was 
heard and accepted ; and from whence waa 
salvation. All this in one particular ac- 
count, which we have of helL David says> 
^^The sorrows of hell compassed me about/' 
Here bespeaks of it in the past tense, which 
BO doubt is to be understood of deep affliction. 
Psalm Ixxxvi. 13, ^^For great is thy mercy 
toward me ^ thou hast delivered my soul from 
the low^est hell." Oh this passage let it be 
reniarked, there are more hells than one^ or 
there could not be a lowest. We have also 
another instance of salvation from hell, not 
merely the body, but the soul from the lowest 
one. In Hosea xix. 14, ^<I will ransom them 
from the power of the grave." The original 
sheol rendered grave is said to be the only 
Hebrew word translated hell in the Old Tes- 
tament. Here is a promise of redemption 
from hell, though many christian people think 
the idea contemptible. In Revelation we are 
told Christ has the keys of hell ;' — can they 
be in better hands ? 

From the scriptures that we have exam- 
ijQcd as well as others that might be produi- 
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ced, it is evident any pTace of confinement and 
trouble might be called hell, whether in the 
present or future state ; and likcwise^any deep 
affliction and sorrow of heart. Many sinnerj^ 
have been saved from hell in this lite, (hen 
why ridicule the idea of .«i;]vatiG!i from hell 
in another ? 

Some refuse, to credit the Idea of atiy being 
saved from hell, because they s^y it makes it 
like the papal purgatory. Gnl hh riuieulous 
ae they fain would make iUh ifiiM appear ; — 
yet many of the »amc p^v.^ons caa swallow 
tiie papal notions of a ht II of endless misery,. 
They find uo objection to this fitith, bieause 
the pope holds it forth ; yet rklicRle the idea. 
of future disciplinary puuissljmeii^, because 
they say it resembles [.rugattry. Bat how 
does future punisLmtnt resemble purgatory 
any more tlsm present punishment? I be- 
licve in salvation from liell in this life as well 
as in another. Tlien why is not this state as 
properly a purgatory as the future? Ihit 
neither of them are like the papal purgatory, 
till we look io the pope and his associates for 
the pardon of our sins.^ 

As it respects the idea suggested in the first 
Lecture that fiiture punishment will be in the 
day of judgment and not after it, I would now 
addj it seems according to every representa- 
licn of scripture. The angels that kept not 
their first estate are reserved in everlasting 
i^hains under dtukpessuaio the judgment j--^ 
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whicb bounds all the iaformation we Tiave of 
their darkness or their chains. Should we 
admit the latter part of the Sdth chapter o£ 
Matthew as an account of the general judg- 
ment^ it is observable^ it says nothing of th& 
closing of the judgment at the time of the sep- 
arate sentence of the righteous- and the wick- 
ed^ unless^ it be implied in the use of the am- 
biguous terms everlastiiig vaxi eternal. Many^ 
able writers have abundautly s^own that these. 
terms do not represent duration defiaitely but 
indefinitely. They would, therefore, be far 
from proving an irrevocable sentenc3. 

One very important reason why I do not 
believe any sentence to condemnation irrevo. 
cable or endless is because I react of the des- 
truction of all sin, and. the, j-ustificsttion of life 
upon all men. i8ee Rom. v. 18 to the end. 
^^Therefore as by the offence of one, judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation, even so. 
by the righteousness of one, the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of life. For 
as by one man's disobedience many were 
made siuncrs,^so by the obedience of one shall 
many be made righteous. Moreover, the law 
entered that the offence might abound, but 
where sin abounded, grace did much more a- 
bound ; that as sin hath reigned unto death, 
even so might^ace reign through righteous- 
ness unto ete|nal life, by Jesus Christ our 
Lord.'' Many scriptures might be produced, 
aft most of mv hearers are undoubtedly very 
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sensible^ to substantiate the iloctrine of the 
passage already rel^earsed in your hearing.r — 
These all go to prove the universal destrucr 
tion of sin, universal reconciliation, and uni- 
versal salvation, which must be the end of all 
death, pain, misery, and woe. ^'The heathen 
are given unto Christ for his inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for his posses- 
sion.'^ Will he endlessly reject liis own prop- 
erty ? ^^Ml that the Father giveth rwe,'' ne 
says, ^^ehall come to rrteyand him that cometh 
he will in no wise cast ont.^^ Will there be 
a judgment of condemnation after this? I 
find no such account, nor have I reason to be- 
lieve it. 

1 have now finished what I contemplated 
In the present discourse accordipg to what the 
scriptures appear plaiqly to teach. This la- 
bor! submit to the candor a^d impartiality of 
my hearers, under the directing spirit of the 
Lord, hoping it vvill not be altogether in yaio* 

AMEN.. 



HYMN. 

■I Attend, ye sons of men, ^We ear ; 
The Lord has told you whorn to fear, 
Not ih'jse who can the b#<ly iv'll, 
Where bounds the utmost ol* their skill:; 

2 But fear the Sovereign in whose hands 
The soul that leaves your body lands; 
"Who hrst can kill, and then destroy 
All fancy 'd hopes of bliss and joy. 

^ Slight not the threat'nings of his wQrdy 
That pain and woe be your reward ; 
33ut serve the living God of pow er, 
Who sees and gnar(fe you ev'ry hour. 

j4 Pear ^od with reverential awe, 
And well regard his righteous law ; 
Since vengeaace to his throne belongs, 
To recoqapense trhe sons of wrong. 

5 Fear God, ye rash, ye fools be wise ; 
Let not ofTefices justly rise ; 
Restrain your tongues, and gpard youf hands, 
Obey and do his just comoiands ; 

,0 Lest when before his judgment seat, 
You, a worse punishment, shall meet 
Than sinking in the surging wave, 
Drawn by a millstone to your grave. 

7 Lo ! see the light of heav'n extend ; 
Jesus in flamiag fire descend ; 
His troubled foU'wers quickly blest, 
For heav'nly guards secure their rest ! 

.^ Tremble, ye sons of vengeance, now ; 
Vengeance returns to meet yoar brow^ 
From the bright presence of the Lorcl^ 
JPestructioQ is your first reward. 
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LECTURE HI 

Delivered June 2G. 



ON THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL, AND 
CHRIST'S PREACHING TO THE SPIRITS 
IN PRISON. ' 



1. Genesis i. 27. 

So God created man in Ills own image : in tiie image 
«f God created he him. 

2. Matt. vL 9. 
Our Father which art in heaven. 

3. Matt. v. 45. 

That ye maybe the children of your Father which* 

ia in heaven* 

« 

4. Malachi ii. 10. 

Have we not all one Father? hath not one' God crea- 
ted us ? why do we deal treacherously every maa 
against his brother, by profaning the covenant of our 
fathers ? • 

5» Acts xvii. 29 30. 

Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, ^t 
ought not to think that the Godhead ia like unto gold, 
or sitver, or stone, graven by art and man'iii device : And 
the times of this ignor&nce God winked at; but now 
comraandeth all liien every where to repent. 

<$. Hebrews sii. 9. 

Furthermore, we have had fathers of our flesh, which 
tsorrected us, and we gave them reverence ; shall we 
not much rather be in sul^ection unto the Father of 
spirits, and live ? 

6 
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7. 1 Peter iii. 18, 19, 20. 

For Christ also bath once suffered for sins, the jiiat 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God ; being put 
to death in the fleMi, but quickened by the Spirit : By 
which also he went and preached unto the spirits in pri- 
son; which sometime were disobedient, when once the 
suffering of God wailed in the days of Noah, while the 
ark was a preparing, wherein few, thai is, eight souls, 
vrere saved by water. 

8. ^1 Peter iv. 5, 6. 

Who shall giro account to him that is ready to judge 
the quick and the dead. For. fot this cause was the 
gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they 
might be judged according to men iu the flesh, but live 
iccordiog to God in the spirit* 

We find no passage of scripture that ex- 
pressly states, man possesses an immortal 
soul. The idea is not then to be expected 
from express testimony, but to be gathered 
by inference or deduction from scriptures 
that seem to embrace or allude to this senti- 
ment. Although this idea is* commonly held 
in the christian church : yet we iind, it is not 
universally allowed. I:s disaljowance is ne- 
cessary to the future anniiuiition or nrn-cx- 
j^tence of the wicked ; and consequently must 
be embraced by all who l^okl that doctrine. 
Man therefore, in his sinful slate, according 
to that sentiment, possesses nothing to be sa- 
ved^ but looks for somoihing given in regene- 
ration, that is fit for salvation in life and im- 
mortality. When Christ came to save man- 
kind, what, according to that doctrine, was 
,there for him to save but mortality and dust? 
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■*— things .which cannot inlierit the kingdom 
of God ? Surely nothing of a durable nature ; 
nothing that can inherit the kingdom of God ; 
and consequently he saves nothing, for he 
found nothing to save. If he give the creature 
a new immortal soul, it could not properly b« 
said to be ^^ born again. '^ Its condition would 
appear more like generation than regenera* 
tion; an original birth than a second one. 

Man, according to the scriptures selected^ 
stands in a certain relation to his Maker ; 
and from this relation, we may infer some 
things concerning the nature of his existence. 
Let the inquiry now be made, \ihat we may 
understand by raan's^ being created in the im- 
age of God ? The idea of an image is that of 
likeness and resemblance. But God is not 
like corruptible things. Man, we read, was 
formed of the dust of (he ground, with an as- 
surance that he should return to the source 
from which he wks taken. Can this forma*- 
tion be in the image of God? If so, why would 
net silver or goljl graven by art or man's de- 
vice, represent a just iigure of this image? 
It is evident, it can of man- in his earthy for- 
mation. 

God is invisible, yet it is seen lie exists, by 
visible created objects. So man meditatejf, 
reasons, approves, disapproves, plans, and 
designs; bat the immediate origin or source 
of these is as invisible as our Creator. That 
which is the source of our thoughts, reascn- 
ing;s, &c. is what is usually termed (lie sovl^-^ 
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flometimes spirit ; and in respect to this is 
man to be considered in the image of his Ma- 
ker. If we could attach any ideas of form or 
shape to the soul, we might likewise of God, 
of whom we conclude man in this respect is 
An image. 

When it was said Adam begat a son in his 
own likeness, after his image ; and called 
his name Seth, we consider ourselves in- 
structed to believe, Seth ^possessed the fea- 
tures and form of our first earthly progenitor. 
But when it is said, God created man in 
his own image, as we can have no idea of 
form or shape concerning our Creator, ^o we 
cannot suppose this imago relates to any visi- 
ble fii^ure whatever. It cannot relate to an 
iiifiillibility of nature ; for though man was 
declared to be very good, in common with the 
Creator's works, he was not iufallibly iso, 
God is infiiHible, but man is fallible. It does 
not appear that any tiling of a perishable na- 
ture, can possess the image of Grod. As the 
image spoken of cannot relate to form or, 
shape, if we admit one perishable thing to be 
in the image of God, what rule have we by 
which we can exclude any other perishable 
thing from this title ? I know not any. It 
appears, tlierefore, evident that man possesses 
an immortal part, in consequence of being 
created in the image of God. He is consti- 
tutioiially fitted for happiness, and when in 
any degree miserable, it is by disorder, and; 
not from original constitutional nature. 
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Perhaps it will be asked bow disorder cari 
be attached to that which is constitutionally 
immortal ? It evidentlycannot, but by being 
linited with different principles. Gold or sil- 
ver can be debased by the alloy of biaser me- 
tal ; but still loses not its own innate quality, 
«o but what it can be refiaed, and be par6 
gold or silver as it originally was. Wicked 
men are compared to debased silver^ ^^Re- 
probate silver shall men call thenip because the 
Lor d hath 7'pjected them y 

It is conceiyed any thing may be properly 
termed immortal that has not tlie seeds of dis^- 
solution in its nature ; yet always dependent 
upon the Deity, and may by his power be dp- 
Mroyed. God is the only being that docs or 
ever can possess an independent and untleri- 
ved immortality. 
J- When man was first created^ lie was said 
to be in the im-age of Ids Maker^ but when 
formed of the dost of the ground^ there was 
no mention made of the imagc,and undoubted- 
ly because his formation did not at allrelide 
to it. We sometimes hear of man's losin]; tlm 
image of God by what is called ^Hhefiil;'^ 
Ijfut there is no mention made of itio seriptnr^,> 
nor have we reason to allow the idea. (?od i*^ 
yet the Father of all, tIion'2;b not the Fdther of 
wickedness or corraptrbility. as is easily 
proved from the seriptuTes^ we have seleclo 
for this purpose. 

We find that notwithstanding the (ransgrc?- 
flioa of. map, he is- tan£;ht to pr^.v- savin ir, 
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^/Our Father wliicli art in heaven.'^ If God' 
be our father, it follows that we are his chll- 
dren^ and if children,, the image in which we 
were created is not lost by sin. Christ ex- 
horts the people^ saying, Love yoor enemies^ 
bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray Tor them which 
despit^fuUy use you and persecute you, 
that ye may be the children of your Father 
which is in heaven.'' If from this text, the 
inference be drawn, that of doing these acts 
of kiiidness constitute us the children of our 
heavenly Father, a disregard of them would 
deprive us of this privilege, it is still plain to • 
be seen that God is tlie Father of them all^ ' 
Avidiout any reference to their loving or ba- 
ting, blcssiug or cursing* The te:^t, then^ 
contains, apparently a conj;radictiou. God is 
the Father of all ; consequently all are his 
children ; and yet, they are not his chil- 
dren, without loving and blessing their ene* 
mies; and praying for them. Let these ideas ^ 
distinctly appear ia their proper place, and 
our subject is- clear. Those that are not the 
children of their Father, for the want of his . 
love and kindness, are not his children in re- 
spect of character, and in this respect only ; 
for they do not the works of their *^Father in.. 
heaven, who maketh his sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just 
and on the unjust.'' In this sense Jesus de* 
nied the Jews ; ^^Ifye were Abraham's chiU 
^liQU, ye would do the works of Abraham.'/ ' 
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By this we arc not to understand, they were ' 
Qot tlie descendants of Abraham^ and by. 
natural descent his children. 

The prophet Malachi asTjSv^^Have we not 
all one Father? hath not one God created 
u^ V^ According to the following words he 
sterns to take the questions for granted ; but 
his additional question implies that the chiU 
dren of this one Father are wicked. ^^Why 
do we deal treacherously every man agaiust 
bis brother by profaning the coyeuant of our 
fathers V^ It does not, therefore, appear that 
the image of our heavenly Father is lost> or 
rather aqnihilated hy our dealing treacherous- 
ly, or profaning the covenant of our progeni- 
tors, though the impropriety of such <5onduct 
is very visible and striking. 

St. PauVs words on this subject are very 
express ; "Forasmuch then as we are the off- 
spring of God, we ought not to think that the 
Godhead is like unto geld or silvery or stone 
graven by art or man's device.?^' Does not 
the force of. this passage plainly rest on the 
natural idea/, tlia^ there is a similarity of im- 
agp between. a^ father nnd his offspring ? And ' 
as there is no gold, silver, or stone in the com- 
position of man> is it absurd to worship these- 
as God if man be his off^priug ? It would be 
very absurd, if man in bis earthly fra^me or ca- 
gacity be considered the offspring of Gnd ;: 
loemcb more so, wlieu we consider this off- 
spring to be a nobler gift of our Maker. Mo- 
ses.-was exceediiig careful to cauJtion tl^e P?o-- 
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pie against the idea of any similitude or Iraage 
discernible by the mortal eye, when he en*, 
forces the worship of Grod, See Deut. iv, 15^^ 
16, 17, 18, 19, *^Take ye, therefore, good 
heed unto yourselves (for ye saw no munner 
of similitude on the day that tlie Lord spake 
unto you in llorehout of the midst of the lire^) 
lest ye corrupt yourselves, and make you a 
graven image, the similitude of any figure, 
the likeness of male or female ; the likeness 
of any beast that is on the earth, the likeness 
of any winged fowl that flieth in the air ; the 
likeness of any thing that creepeth on the 
ground, the likeness of any fish that is ia 
the waters beneath the earth : And lest Ihqu 
lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou 
seest the sun, and the moon, and the stars, 
even all the host of heaven, shouldest be driv- 
en to worship them, and serve them, which 
the Lord thy God hath divided unto all ua*. 
tions under the whole heaven/' • 

With this scripture we may now reason 
from cause to effect. When God appeared 
and spake to the ancient Isi^aelites, they ^^saw 
no manner of similitude, ^^ Therefore man, as 
the offspring and image of God, exhibits no 
similitude that can be seen^ 

But St. Paul determ^ines the sense in which 
God is to be considered our Father, and we 
ids oIRjpring in Hebrews xii. 9> with great 
clearness of language."Furthermore,"says he, 
^vve have had fathers of our flesh, which cor- 
rected us, aiid we gave them reverence ; shall 
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Wie not much rather be in subjection to the 
Father of spirits^ trnd live ?^' Hei-e we learn 
the distinction between our earthly fath- 
ers and the heavenly Parent. Those are 
fath^s of our flesh, and this, the Father of 
our spirits* The fathers of our flesh are mor-- 
ial, and so are their offspring. The Father 
.of our spirits is immortal, and, what then are 
his offspring? Does iuunortality beget mor- 
iality, or can God be the Father of perisliable 
nature? * 

There is one passage that says of GFod,- 
^^Wbo only hath iramoi-tality." But if this 
be ecmsidered proof againgt the immortality 
.of the soul, it is equal proof against tnan's 
ever becoming immortal, and likewise of the 
immortality of all celestial beings. 

God is independently immortal, possessing 
an underived existence, which cannot be true 
of any created being, iu its highest state of 
perfection. When we read the whole text, 
we find it does not exclude immortality from 
others^ but excludes the idea of that perfection 
in the most happy condition of creatures, that 
belongs to the Creator. ^^ Who only hath im- 
mortality dwelling in the light which no man 
can apvroacK unto.^^ No man can reach the 
perfection of God or his independent immor- 
tality. 

When it is said, ^Hbc soul that sinnelh shall 
die ;" ^^destroy soul and body ;" ^^save a soul 
from death/' &c. we are not to understand 
this death or destruction to be a cessation of-' 
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existence ; but a deprivation of spirituiir lifer, 
which we, undoabtedly^ are ever to look for 
as the wages of sin. Hence the soul or spirit 
of man may be perishable as it respects vir- 
tue and felicity, but not in relation to exist- 
ence. 

We will next turn our attention to the ac- 
count St. Peter gives of Christ^s preaching tet 
the spirits in prison. 

If it be proper to understand this account 
according to the plain import of words, these 
ideas are evident : 

1. That Christ who is just, sufferied for tlie 
sins of the unjust, to bring them to God ; and 
being put to death in the ficsh, showed the 
power of the resurrection in the body that di- 
ed, by the spirit. 

S. By this quickening spirit, the power of 
the resurrection, he went and preached unto 
the spirits in prison, being then able to provt 
the doctrine of the resurrection, in his owa 
person. 

3. This preaching was after he was quicks 
ened by. the spirit, or arose from the dead. 

4. Those spirits to wbicli he preached, were 
the spirits of the antediluvians^ who were dis^ 
obedient in the days of Noah. 

5. The design of this preaching was to 
give them the privilege, when judged accord- 
ing to men in the flesh, or as if they were pre- 
sent in the flesh, of living according to God 
in the spirit. Without this privilege, tbey 
must unavoidably be condemned^ 
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' These ideas appear as clearly expressed la 
this account of St. Peter's, as any thing we 
can gather from any scripture whatever/ 
But some will not assent to them, because it 
proves an alteration af'er death, and the pos- 
sibility of receiving divineinercy. Others do 
^lot allow them, because they find in them a 
bar to the immediate felicity of all men when 
they enter another state of existence. One, 
strongly attached to the sentiment of an unaU 
terable state, fixed on all at death, will say, 
it. is a dark saying. Another, who can find 
his sentiment in almost any language, will 
profess to see a beauty in it, according to his 
system, which few are able to discern. But 
if St. Peter did not mean as he said, we have 
no reason to. believ a he intended to be under- 
stood, for no language i^ less ambiguous, than 
his in this particular account. 

The common opinion is, that Koab, v;bo 
in a certain place is called a preacher of riglit- 
eousnese, performed this preaching, in hisi 
day, to the antediluvians, whose sj)irit9 arc 
now in the prison of ^ell. The quickening 
spirit of Christ in Noah, dictated the preaiii- 
ing, But when we turn to the uccount, we 
find nothing said of Noah's preachiug. 
All that is said of Noah, is, that the spiiiiss 
were disobtdieul, when once the long gufi*er- 
ing of God w^aited in his days. 

It is said of Herod, ^ he sent foi(t and slew 

all the children in I'ethlehem, from twoyearj? 

©Jd aiMi under/^ TV'e therefore^ l^pficluUe }\f. 



i 
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did not go hiaiPi'ir. Clirist, speatiiii-of his 
disciples, Suva to liis KntliPT. "As llton hftst 
scat roe into llip world, evfcu so Iwve I «liO 
$ei}t llicm iu|[) Ihu worI4.'' But iii (his ac- 
count uf Clirist's ptcaclii:i.% ii jdoCR iKit a*y, 
hfe **h( And preaelAil lo Mie splrils in prison, 
but it suj')j litiH'£^»f .- and yci< (^iinngeto tull^ 
ait remains a disputahlc point among lis, wb&- ■ 
' ihtit\m 9ent otwcnt.' -; r 

it daitn not appear that Christ himself 
preached to the antediltiviaua iit die ditjit of 
T^oah, nordo any attempt to support the idl% 
It is then evident ri-om t'ds coiisider&tion tA 
well 0,6 the connexion ofHl. Pclor's account, 
lliiit he preachrd to tlunti afLer tliey had do- 
parted this life. And if he prcao.hcd by this 
spirit that raised him from the dead, he oni 
douhltdly preached nfter Ids crucifixion anil 
resurrection. He prt'ached to them that tbaf 
might he judged aci'urdii!^ to men in the' 
This aetinis to iiBplyj they ivcre not i 
flesh. If th(^ werej thi* ivtiject woiddi^S 
les9;for any hub nuiy dejiidged accorair^ 
the »i».la in whiclt \\a Is, wilhont heiring the 

{)rea.ching of the gospel. Indctid a man can 
le jirdged in no udLher than the sts-Ie in nldHi 
jud^iflpiit Bnil'. hiMi The (crmjtuh. applied 
lo ('hrist, wlion it Wn^ f^aid l»c wan put to 

dMlh 1,7 ,•/,,■■ l!r,::. i« Hnr!,.,-,in,<i af hU ninir«l 1 
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lejlm^ 
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Bexion with this subject^ to show that it 
means somethiDg else. And in all this^ it 
yet remains to point out a- proper applica. 
lion, ^ 

^^The gospel/^ says St.Petcr, f^vas preach- 
ed to them that are dead, that they might he 
judged according to men in the flesh." The^ 
query is, whether these dead were in the 
flesh or not. The iiatural cooslruotiou of 
the words carry an idea that they were not 
in the flesh. If they were not in the flesh, it 
is easy to understand what is meant by the' 
^ead ; not those who were dead in sin onlj^, 
hut they who have departed this natural life. 
This plainly agrees with every circumstance 
of tlie w?iole relation. If by *^the dead'^ we 
nre to understand the dead in sin, naturally 
alive, why did the aposile particularize a 
certain class, namely, the disobedient in No- 
ah's time, and sav^ "For, for this cause was 
the gospel preached to thera that are dead,^^ 
when the gospel had never been preachc^i to 
any, but those who were dead? The propo- 
sition is too universal to be embraced in so 
particular an account. 

We find ike dead^ve mentioned in con-' 
nexion yvith the quick 9 which does not favor 
the commf>n mode of interpretation. The 
phrase guzcZr and dead is found in Acts x. 43, 
and a Tim. iv. 1, besides in St. Peter; in 
all of which places, Christ is called the 
Judge of both. If we understand the quick 
and dead to be those who are livins and 

7 
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dead in a natural sen«e^ both classes woiilQ 
include all mankind^ according as otlier 
scriptures state that Christ is the Judge of 
all. But if we consider them in a spiritual 
point of view, they would be considered to 
embrace those in this life only. St, PaulV 
words in Rom. xiv. 8, 9, seem to add light 
to this subject. *^For whether we live, we 
live unto the Lord : and whether we die, 
we die unto the Lord : whether we live, 
therefore, or die, we jwe the Lord^s. For to 
this end Christ both died, a^d rose, and re- 
vived, that he might be Lord both oi the dead 
and livivgJ^^ 

An opinion has lately appeared in public, 
by one who appears not satisfied with the 
common opinion, nor the literal construction 
of the words of St. Peter, that the (ireachiDg 
said to be to the spirits in prison, who were 
disobedient in the days of Noah, was in real- 
ity by Christ, after he arose from fthe dead, to 
the Gentiles, whose character was like the 
character of the antediluvians. But to this in- 
genious author we are altogether indebted 
for the sentiment. St. Peter who undertook 
to tell us who those spirits in prison were, 
makes no mention of the Gentiles in his de- 
scription. He sa}'^, Acts X. 40, 41, «^God 
raised op Jesus the third day, and shewed 
Iiim openly ; not to all the people, but unto 
witnesses cho$en before of God, even to uSj 
who did eat and drink with him after he rose 
ifrojn the dead.^^ By this it dc^es not appej^r 
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^Hie lixent^^ and preached to the Gentiles at all, 
fitid at the most to but very few, but sent his^ 
disciples, saying, "Go, and preach the gospel^ 
to every creature." 

The ideas which St. Peter expresses on 
the subject, that we are now considering, 
though indited in clear and expressive lan- 
guage, are opposefl by the ingenuity of those, 
whose sentiments^db not accord with what he 
has expressed, in various and singular ways. 
To consider all tliese would exceed the limits 
rf the present discourse. A few, however^ 
We will notice. It is asked, if the meaning 
be ^according to the ideas expressed in this 
Lecture, held by Mr. Wincliester and others, 
why Jesus Christ never mentioned the subject 
itt any of htis discourses ? why is it not men- 
tiotied by any other of llie Apostles ? It is 
further observed, that the prophets no where 
predict any such event*; and yet no event 
wliich is made the subject of prophecy, is of 
more interest and importance than this. In 
reply to such remarks it is asked, if we admit 
the ideas contained in these questions, whe- 
ther the questions should be considered of 
force to do away the plain testimony of an in« 
spired Apostle? Do they contain any evi- 
denee. against him? No. Is the testimony 
of a man of truth to be denied or turned into 
a figure, because a number of others, acquain- 
ted with the same facts, bear no testimony 
against him ? but are silent when he speaks 
ill: their : presenee, or writes to their know* 
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Jcdge ? Let every one judge for himself. If 
we admit the intended force of such ques- 
tions, it would afford a very unfavorable pre- 
cedent for many other cases< The resurrec- 
tion of Lazarus> after he had been dead four 
days, is related onl^" by St. John, and not so 
much as mentioned by three others who wrote 
histories of Christ. I think no one will con- 
tend, that either Matthew, Mark, or Luke, 
who wrote before John, has related a miracle 
more striking and important than this. But 
who ever thought of considering this account 
merely an allegory, because the only autho- 
rity we have of the event is the testimony of 
St. John ? 

Who is prepared to say, Christ never in- 
formed his disciples, before or after his resur- 
rection, of his preaching to th« spirits in pri- 
son ? St. John gives us to understand, he 
did many other things besides those that were 
written. Hut it is said, St. Peter barely 
throws an allusion to the subject.— The more 
in our favor ; for it makes it evident the breth- 
ren generally understood it by previous in- 
formalion, though the account was not trans- 
mitted to us ; it was consequently no new 
thii^ to the ancient churches, altliough l&S. 
Peter betitor principal informer. 

Respectiug.tbe prophets and other Apos- 
tles, is it certain they alluded not to the sub- 
ject under consideration ? What shall we 
think of the following passages ? "Now, that 
he, a^Qeuded; what is it but tb^t he also de- 
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scended first into fhe lower parts of: the 
sarth f^^ "He. that descended is the same also 
that ascended up far above all heavens that 
he might fill all tkings,^^ Ephe. iv. 9, 10^ 
>^And I will cut oflf tlie chariot from Eph- 
raim^ and the horse from Jerusalem, and the - 
battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall 
speak peace unto the Iieathen^ and his do- 
pinion shall be from sea even to sea, and 
from the ri ver^ even to the ends of the ^ 
earth.'^ What can this be but com[^te uni- 
versality of dominion over all living apottthe- 
^irth ? The next words^ '^As for thee also ' 
{^something else it seems J by the blood of thy 
covenant, 1 Irave sent forth thy prisoners out 
of the pit, wherein is no water. Turn ye to 
the strong, hold, ye prisoners of hope,'' Zach. . 
ix. 10, 11, 12. A numberof passages of a si- 
milar nature to these might be added, of which . 
I see no propriety in say hig, they have noaU 
lusion to our subject; 

. Another question sometimes suggested to* 
weaken the literal import of St. Peter's ac- 
count, isy wlvy should Christ preach to the spi- 
rits of the antediluvians and not to lliose that 
followed from Noah to Christ ? Answer, who ^ 
knows but he did? Does an account of tk 
man's preaching, at a certain time, to a people^ 
described,, prove that he never preached ta 
any l&tTier people, at another time ? No moro 
does St. Peter's account prove that Christ 
never preached to other spirits, after their, de- 
£a]:ture from this life.. There is certainly a;. 
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* beauty in this account, as it embraces most of^ 
tbe oldest sinners 'of our rac^. But should 
we admit, Cbrist preached to no other spirits 
))ut those, as this is all the particular account 
we have, ought we to consider this of suffici- 
ent force to hold St. Peter's account an alle- 
gory in whole, or in part ? Christ tells us of 
a truth, ^^Many widows were in Israel in the 
days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up 
three years a.ndsix months, wiien great famine 
Mas throughout k\l the land. But unto none 
of them was Etiias sent, save unto Barepta a 
city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a wi- 
dow.^' Now we will introduce some theologi- 
m, who says he dees not believe this to be a 
literal account; Why not? He gives his 
reason in this que^siion ; Why was not Elias 
sent to help other widows at the time of this 
great famine ? Now if we cannot solve tho 
difficulty this question presents, must we deny 
our Savior^s account to be literal ? None but 
oi»e strongly attached to some opposing sys- 
tem would think of the idia. We have ano- 
tber similar instance. '^And many lepers 
were in Israel in the days of Eliseus (or 
Elisha) the prophet, and none of them was 
eieansed 6avingNa»man the Syrian,'' Lukeiv. 
— — SJl._Is this to be disputed, because the lepers 
in Israel were i5istcleansed.LJfslt to be dispu- 
ted that St. Paul was converted because many 
other cruel persecutors among the Jews were 
not ? But it will be said he was a ch(5sen ves- 
idl of the Lord to bear his name among the 
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^^iliiles. Then com^s the query, why not 
others, na well as Pan 1 ? Can we suppose he» 
was the only one that persecuted the church 
ignorantly through unbelief ? He is the only' 
converted persecutor of this description, that 
has ever come to our knowledge; and yet 
we believe the account. Nor do we dispute, 
hut others, like him, may have been convert- 
ed, the news of which have never reached us. 
To weaken the force of this passage, it is 
sometimes observed, these ideas are like the 
Papists. Respecting the truth of this re- 
mark, I am not now able exactly to determine. 
Not acquainted with their ideas on this partic- 
ular subject, I am not able to tell how near it 
IS like, nor how much it is unlike ; but I con- 
.elude there is a difference. Whether there 
be a dijpterence or not,* is not a subject of 
anxious concern. A truth should. not be de- 
nied because a corrupted church holds it, any 
;inore than an error is made valuable because 

* Mr. Winchester says, ''The Romish purgatory is only in- 

tiended for the better sort of their own members, who do not die 
under the guilt of any mortal sin ; but all others are condemned 
to hell, from whence they declare • there never was one 
delivered, nor never will be to all eternity, or so long as God 

• exists. And as. for those spiiits in prison mentioned by St. Pe- 
ter, they suppose them to be the spirits of the righteous which 
were kept in Limbo^ until the coming of Christ to preach to 
them, and release them, which faJse notion is expressly contrary 
to the very words of the Apostle, for be declares that those to 

'Whom Christ preached, were the spiiits of those who were diso- 
bedient in the days of N^, while the ark was a preparing. 
Thus it maybe easily made to appear that both the exposition 

. of this passage, and the general doctrine which I would deduce 
therefrom, are entirely opposite to the decisions of the Church 

.^ Kome.'^ S?e Lectures, Vol..2, page 37.J. 
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it is popular. The testimony of scripture 
speaks its owd language; and those that 
would be instructed I)y it, should hearken to 
its voice. Sboukl we adinit curious and in- 
genious questions to weaken the plain import 
of scriptural declaration, we shall find revela- 
tion to be but a very scanty source of intelli- 

,gence. Care should be taken not to sell truth 
for error, however plausibly eonirpunicated. 

^.^Prove all things/' says an apostle : **hold 

;fa8t that which is good/' 

AIVIEN. 



HYMN. 

ll If Godour heav'nly Father be, 
Then we his offspring are ; 
The gift of immortalilj 
The sons of Adam share. 

,2 Would ever Christ the lost rcgaisi 
As objects he would save. 
And them receive as bis rewani 
Which could no value have? 

3 To say there's nothing: good in man, 
Declares the Lord unwise, 
Who came to save what never caa 
The least good thing comprise. 

,4 But since he came the lost to save, 
To call the wand'rer home; 
It proves they must some value have, 
Or never could they come. 

;5 Now let ourEouIs our Maimer praise 
With grateful songs of joy ; 
Who gave us gifts their powers to raise 
/In s«ch (Jivine eojpioy. 
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Delivered August 21.- • 



ON THE EVIDENCEB OF CHRlST^S RESURj^ 

"^ RECTION. 



s*. JoHN^x. 2d;* 

JesQB'SMtb UBtafaim, Thomas, beeaose thou fieist se^rt^ 
me, thou hast beiieveti : blessed are thej that have not . 
seen, and yet have heli^vedw • 

The doctrine of the resurrection of Jesas 
may be considered the strength of the qhris- 
titin faith*^ If proved true, revelation and 
Christianity ' eannot fall; if fa1se> no friendly 
hand can suflportr it. A suhjetit, therefore, 
of greater eoncem and more interesting im- 
portance, can no where be found, than the 
one which is now'•t^le sutgcjrct of our contem* 
plation. 

. This doctrine as a tnatter of faith is ad-* 
dressed to our consciences or reasoning pow- 
ers, first, -through the medium of external 
tcstimouy by thosq, who by their sensitive; 
faculties, were eye and ear witnesses : and, 
secondly, by an internal testimony, arising 
from experience in the fmits of that faith iti 
. Ike doctrine, whicb teacher it^ \v\ ^'^\\viVs ^^^^-- 
8.. 
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gruity, and benevolence. The vesurrecliou- 
of Jesus is not to us an object of sights bat a 
subject of faith. We are, therefore, depen- 
dent for its truth, on the honesty and skill of 
faithful witnesses ; and as these witnesses 
live not in our age, we are again dependent 
on the genuineness and faithful transmitting 
of the histories that contain the account which, 
those witnesses testified. These considera- 
tions open to us, that it is needful, in the pur- 
suance of this subject^ to consider the follow- 
ing statements : 

1st. Many circumstances render it evident, . 
that our histories of this event are substan- 
tially correct, and w ere written in the aposto- 
lic age. 

2d. Tlie resurrection of Jesus was of such 
a uature, that the original witnesses were able, 
to judge whether it was true or false. 

3d. There was a aui&cient number to au-- 
thenticate the relation. 

4th, In relating the resurrection they either, 
ejiercised the part of enthusiasts or impostors ; 
or else they M^ere true and honest men. 

Respecting the first of these statements, let 
lis first attend to the manner in which the 
Evangelists would have us understand/ Iheyr 
give the history of Christ^ St Luke informs 
us in his fisrt chapter, .lst,.Sd, and 3d verses^ 
in the following manner ;. ^'Forasmuch aai 
many have taken in hand to set forth in orckr 
a declaration of. thoso' things which are most 
sfurely believed .among^ us, even as they de^ 
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Ifvered them unto us, which from the begin^ 
ning were eye-witnesses, and ministers of the - 
word ; it seemed good to me also, having had ^ 
Ijerfeet understanding of ^ all things from the 
very firstj to write unto thee in order, most 
excellent Theophilus.^^ We find^ Hi. Luke ' 
here does not state> that an infallible inspira- 
tion dictated the language of his history, but ^ 
be wrote as one, "having had perfect under- 
standing from the very first,'' as the transac- 
tions were delivered by those "which from 
the beginning were eye-witnesses, and minis-- 
ters of the word/' No person can reasona^f 
Uly suppose this account of the Evangelist's 
incredible*; for he pretends to nothing re- 
markable or unusual, respecting his receiving, 
the history, and writing it ; yet he assures us 
as one that is interested in what he wrote^ > 
that he was acquainted with his subject. 

St; Jolmsay^; "Thatwhich was from the 
beginning, mkich we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes^ which we have 
looked upon, and our hands haye handled, of- 
the word of life ; (For the life was manifest- 
ed, and we have- seenr it, and bear witness, 
and shew unto you that eternal life, which 
was with' jthe Father, and was manifested 
unto us ;) that which we have seen aj>d . 
heard deeljffe we unto you^ that ye abo may 
have fellowship with us 5 and truly our feU 
lowship is with the Father, and with his Son i 
Jjesus Christ," 1 John i. 1, S> 3. This testi-» - 

mooj^of St. John's wdl. at^ox^^ ^\v\v J^W, 



8* ON THE EVIDENCES 

Ikke's. It plainly shows they wtote as cyer 
and ear witnesses of - what they saw and. 
hieard ; or from this mouths of those that were. 
We need not expect inspiration would be 
^ven to wrrte'history,because it was not need- - 
ed. Superfluous gifts w« do not find lavishly 
bestowed- upon any, > whether prophets^ or 
apostles. 

Perhaps this concession may be thought to 
destroy all confidence in the writings of the 
Kvangelists, as inspired truth; But if I read 
a text of scripture by my learning, does this ^ 
destroy the inspiration of the text, because I 
do not read by inspiration P It is easily seen 
if does not. When we account a person suifii 
clently acquainted -with letters to be able 
toread weiy can we not place full confidence 
in hisability to read/ without the aid of divme 
inspiration ?: If we can, then no such inspi- 
ration in this caigie is needed. If Jesus be the 
Sonof God in whom he was well pleased ; if 
lA came down from heaven not to do his own 
will, but the will of him that sent him^it ra- 
tionally follows that his doctrine and preach- 
ing was and is infallibly true. Nor have we 
reason to doubt the truth of the^ account we 
have of his life and doctrine, if we can feel 
persuaded, it was given by faithful witnesses^, 
though this account be but human testimony^ 
©ir divine testimony by human witnesses^ We 
yield a full assent to the -testimony of humau 
witnesses, in the most important cases of tem-i^ 
pfral-concQin^ £i:om thft-foice oT ^ucb tesii- 
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mooy, the murderer is sentenced to execution^ 
and accordingly shut out from all imman so- 
ciety by death. Long periods of imprison- 
mcnt many suffer for, their crimes^ who are 
condemned^ solely by the force of human tes- 
iimony. In such cases where the testimony 
is clear, our miods, fully assent to the evi^ 
dence. Now shall we make an exception in 
religion only, and say, the best of human tes- 
timony is doubtful? To disbelieve, in this 
case, we must believe what, in a great degree, 
is the most improbable ; we must be extremely 
credulous for fear of being imposed upon in 
matters of faith. And this is true in all cases, 
when our faith turns on the side of improba* 
bility. 

But if any doubt remains, whether the dis- 
ciples would be able to remember all the 
transactions which they have recorded, it is to 
be recollected, our Lord promised them, that 
the Comforter which is the holy Ghost ^ 
which the Jihther wouli send in his name^ 
would teach them all things^ and bring all 
things to their remembrance^ whatsoever he 
said unto them* 

liespecting the integrity of the witnesses of 
Jesus' resurrection, we will attend in another 
place. We will now notice the marks of evi- 
dence that the histories of Christ's crucifixion 
and resurrection, were written 7h the apostolic 
age^ and not since fabricated by impostors. 
If this cannot be decided to our satisfaction, 
it will be in vain to pursue our subject any 
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further ; for the greater part of the evidence 
lies in historic accounts. On this subject I 
quote the following, from Paley's Evidences of 
Christianity, page 7* and 75 : 

^*We are able to produce a great number 
of ancient manuscripts, found in many differ- 
ent countries, and in countries widely distant 
from each other ; all of them anterior to the 
art of printing, some certainly seven or eight 
hundred years old, and some which have been 
preserved probably above a thousand years.* 
We have also many ancient versions of these 
books, and some of them into languages which 
are not,at present, nor for many ages, have been 
spoken in any part of the world. The ejfist- 
ence of these manuscripts and versions, proves 
that the scriptures were not the production of 
any modern contrivance. It does away also 
the uncertainty which hangs over such publi<' 
cations as the works, real orpretended, of Os- 
gian and Rowley, in which the editors are 
challenged to produce their manuscript, and 
to show where they obtained their copies. 
The number of manuscripts, far exceeding 
those of any other book, and their wide dis- 
persion, affords an argument, in some meas- 
ure, to the senses, that the scriptures ancients 
ly, in like manner as at this day, were more 
read and sought after than any other books, 
and that in many different countries. The 
greatest part of spurious Christian writings 

* The Alexandrian raaniiscript, now in the king^s librar/, was ' 
ymiten probablj iu the fourth or fifth century. 
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ate utterly lost, the rest preserved by some 
single manuscript. There is weight also 
in Dr. Bentley's observation, that the New 
Testament has suflfered less injury by the er- 
rors of transcribers than the works of any pro- 
fane author of the same size and antiquity ; 
that is, there never was any writing in the 
preservation and purity of which the world 
was so interested or so careful/' 

^^An argument of great weight with those 
who are judges of the proofs upon which it is 
founded, and capable, through their testi- 
mony, of being addressed to every understand- 
ing, is that which arises from the style and 
language of the New Testament. It is just 
such language as might be expected from the 
apostles, from persons of their age and in J;heir 
situation, and from no other persons. It is 
the style neither of classic authors, nor of the 
ancient Christian fathers, but Greek coming 
from men of Hebrew origin ; abounding, that 
is, with Hebraic and Syriac idioms, such as 
would naturally be found in the writings of 
men who used a language spoken indeed 
where they lived; but not the common dJLalect 
of the country. 

^^This happy peculiarity is a strong proof of 
the genuineness of these writings ; for who 
fihould forge them ? The christian fathers 
were for the most part entirely ignorant of He- 
brew, and therefore were not likely to insert 
Hebraisms and Syriasms into their writings. 
The few who had a knowledge of the Hebrew^ 
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as Jiislin Martyr, Origen^ aud Epipbanios; 
wrote ill a language which bears no resem- 
blance to that of tlie New Testament. The 
Nazarenes, who understood Hebrew, used 
chiefly,, perhaps almost entirely, the gospel of 
St. Matthew, and therefore cannot be suspect- 
ed of forging the rest of the sacred writings. 
The argument, at any rate, proves the antiqui- 
ty of these books ; that they belo;ig to the age 
of the apostles ; that they could be composed 
indeed in no other.'^ Thus far from our excel- 
lent author. 

It is observable in the historic books of the 
New Testament, that there are many internal 
marks of honesty and fidelity, which no im- 
postor would be likely to counterfeit He 
would be apt to judge them more against his 
cause than in its favor. The noticing of 
Christ's brethren, who did not believe in him, 
could not be thought in the eyes of an unbe- 
lieving world to add much to the interest of 
ehristianity. It would be natural to say, if 
his brethren did not believe in him, can he ex- 
pect to persuade others ? But the remark is a 
proof of the candor in which the history was 
written, and the confidence the writer had, 
that no truth relating to Jesus, would harm 
him. 

The mention of Christ's words where he 
says, ^^Think not that I am come to send 
peace on earth : I came not to send peace but 
a sword,'' &c. no friend would be likely to 
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state of him^ unless it were (rue that he spoke 
them* He would be apt to tbiuk^ it would 
rather degrade^ than add any thing of impor- 
tance to him as the minister of peace. But the 
testimony of succeeding ages has proved 
tliese words true. His professed ministers 
have preached peace^ but made war ; they 
have preached endless division to be in the 
world to come^ and divided many families 
here. The doctrine of Christianity with all its 
blessings^ has been attended with much mis- 
chief in our world, which the Savior foresaw 
and mentioned, and his faithful historian re- 
corded. If these be thought (o make against 
bis benevolence, they plainly establish his 
character as a prophet, (for they have been 
fulfilled,) and his honesty in telling the bad as 
well as the good effects of his mission ; like- 
wise, the fidelity of his historian. But his 
benevolence is as clearly seen as his honesty, 
when we learn that these things were not 
taught by his example or doctrine, but come 
by a perversion of his instructions ; occasion- 
ed by good principles, perverted by wicked 
hearts. 

Impostors are^aref^il to secrete all the dis- 
astrous consequences of their undertakings 
from their followers that are possible ; and 
their followers generally are careful to exclude 
them from the histories of their masters ; be- 
cause these are always judged to be detrimen- 
tal to the maintaining of supernatural powers. 
Impostors generally manifest themselves as 
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far as tliey think thev can maintain in the 
public mind^ in promising happy results to 
the efforts of their followers in all things. 
Human prudence conceires this the natural 
spur to action and zeal. Without it they 
know they must soon fall^ because what is 
begun with frauds must be maintained in de- 
ceit ; for open truth destroys it as li^ht de- 
stroys darkness. But Christ and his disciples 
used no care to secrete any calamity or mis- 
chief that has attended him or his followers ;. 
and many failings and weaknesses of the dis- 
ciples, are recorded. All these are marks of 
faithfulness in the histories of Christ. In short, 
I think it is fair to state, no history, in interiml 
marks of faithfulness, can exceed the gospels,, 
and it is a matter of doubt whether any can be 
found to equal them» Now though a history 
maybe believed without so many strong marks 
of faithfulness as the gospels contain, a small 
part of which I have now noticed, can any 
be false that has them ? 

The histories of Christ could not since be 
very materially corrupted, without discovery 
and detection. The learned inform us that 
a variety of copies, written long before the art 
of printing, have been found in countries re- 
mote from each other, and among a multitude 
of small differences, but very few make any 
alteration in the sense, and a still much less 
number in which jealousies are excited of in- 
terpolations or expungings. Besides, many 
ancient authors have quoted from the £van« 
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geliatSi which quotations agree with the read- 
ing of our modem copies. Thus it appears 
that our histories of Ohrist are substantially 
eorrect. We will therefore^ attend to the 
second statement^ that the resurrection of Je- 
sus was of such a nature^ that the original 
witnesses were able to judge^ whether it was 
true or false. 

* Had it beeflt our privilege to have been ac- 
quainted with a^ personage of noted character, 
like that of Jesus Christ for any considek*able 
length of time ; had we travelled with him 
from town to town, and froip city to city, dai- 
ly conversiqg with him, and hearing his pub- 
lic performances, which were in a manner so 
original that none could instate them, for he 
taught f not a9 the scribe» ; had we been with 
lam when he was^ taken, seen him tried, heard 
tjie witnesses against him, beheld him execut- 
ed, and knew the place of his burial ; then in 
Uiree days had he shown himself alive, should 
we not consider ourselves capable of judging, 
whether or laot, it was the same person ? If 
we had the oj^oirtunity of handling him, con^ 
versing with him in the same familiar way a& 
Ibrmerly, seeing the siune original manner^ 
which we never saw in any other man, and 
that for a satisfactory length of time^ freqi^nt- 
ly for the space of forty days, couhl we sus.- 
pect, for a moment, any room for deception ? 
■Jt is believed such a transaction is sufficient 
to convince the most incredulous, who should 
b^e an eye witness of its performance. As the 
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Jews were enemies to the progress of chria- 
tianity^ it is not likely, if it were possible, 
they would worii any prodigy to make the 
disciples believe Jesus was alive when he was 
not. They would rather work a thousand to 
convince them he had not acrose^ 
. We fintl no evidence to suppose the disci, 
pies were more inclined to believe in the res- 
urrection of Jesus, than we should of any one 
that should now rise from the dead. They 
could not, therefore be easily imposed upon. 
They isupposedall was lost when Jesu« gave 
np his spirit, though they had trusted, it 
should have been he who sliould have re- 
(leemed Israel. 

Thomas, we learn, withstood to the last 
Kefusing the testimony of his beloved com^ 
panions, be declared be must have more thai 
ocnlar ctemonstration. He must put his fin^ 
ger in the print of the nails that tore bir 
hands, and by a thrust of the hand the wounds 
ed side must examine. Btit Thomas asked too 
jnucfa. An address to the senses of seeing 
and hearing were sufficient for him, though 
he would not trust to these faculties of his 
brethren's. This circumstance occasioned tbd 
words of our text. '^ Jesus saith unto himt 
Thomas^, blec&iise thou hast seen me thou hast 
believed : blessed are they that have not seen> 
and yet have believed/^ 

This part of our subject that the disciples 
could not be deceived, appears as clear as any 
reasonable person could wish^ They must 
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know as well as men can judge of any thing 
by their senses^ whether Jesus arose from the 
dead^ and showed himself by many infallible 
proofs. Now as we are dependent on the ori- 
ginal witnesses for the truth of Christ's resur- 
rection^ we shall have our faith strengthened 
by finding a competent number. This intri^du- 
ces our third statement^ that there was a suffi- 
cient number to authenticate the relation. 

Should unbelief require thousands^ reason 
teaches us that Such a number is not needed. 
For the samQ methods that would invalidate 
the evidence of forty, would destroy the evi- 
dence of as many hundreds or thousands. 
There conld no advantage arise from the tes- 
timony of a multitude over that of a few in a 
case like the subject we are considering, un- 
less the multitude were divided into separate 
companies, and it was known, that each com- 
pany liad no knowledge of what the others 
had seen and testified. It is generally the 
ease that tliere is less individual and inde- 
pendent examination where there is a multi^ 
tede, than where there are few ; for the sepa- 
rate individual in such large society* is inclin- 
ed to yield something to the voice of many^^ 
without the care in examination to which he 
would be inclined 9 if sendble the whole sub- 
ject depended on the testimony of a few or his 
own individual asseveration . The account of 
Christ^srfesurrection represents the witnesses 
as haying-excellent advantages in this respect. 
One or two women first saw him alive, and 
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Eroclaimed it to the apostles. These must 
e unbiassed judges of what they saw. One 
* of the disciples alone was the next witness of 
this surprising but joyful event Soon were 
the eleven favored with the sight of their risen 
Lord, which in most cases would be consid- 
ered a sufficient number to authenticate any 
fact whatever, St. PauPs account is^ <Hhat 
he was seen of Cephas^ then of the twelve* 
After that he was seen of above five hundred 
brethren at once ; of whom the greater part 
remain unto this present^ but some are fallen 
asleep. After that^ he was seen of James^ 
then of al) the apostles. And last of all he 
was seen of me also, as of one born out of due 
time." In this account we fiud he was seen 
of above five hundred at once, and by a num- 
ber of others besides, which to every reason- 
able man is a sufficient number to authenticate 
any fact, that can be relied on by human tea* 
mony. 

Finding evidence in favor of the candor and 
honesty of the historians, that relate the re- 
surrection of Jesus, finding that beyond a 
doubt his resurrection was of such a nature, 
that men by their senses could judge whether it 
was true ; and finding a satisfactory number of 
witnesses, we will atteiftl to the fourth and last 
statement of bur subject, that ia relating the 
resurrection they either exercised the part of 
enthusiasts or impostors ; or else^ they were 
true and honest men. 

Perhaps the most plausible objection, that 
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isfidelity can saggest against the christian sys- 
tem^ is that its first promulgators were en* 
thusiasts ; and on this undoubtedly rest the 
minds of most^ who discredit the resurrection 
of Jesus. Bnthusiasm truly divests a person 
of reason, and will work the mind into almost 
any shape that can be imagined. There is 
hardly any thing of the mai*vellous so repug* 
nant to reason, but what an enthusiast may 
believe it, nor any thing so crossing to the 
common feelings of humanity, but what they 
can voluntarily consent to suffer it. The 
good zeal of Abraham, the father of the faith« * 
ful, never consented to a more crossing priva* 
tion, than was actually suflSsred by the enthu- 
siasm of those who sacrificed their living chil- 
dren to a Moloch of heated brass. No zeal 
of the present or past ages to prosecute any 
civil or religious purpose seems to exceed the 
zeal of the ancient Scribes and Pharisees, 
who compassed sea and land to make one pros- 
elyte, which was said to be made two fold more 
the child of hell than themselves. By reason 
of enthusiasm many undoubtedly have suffer- 
ed martyrdom in a cause which they did not 
understand. And there have been many mar* 
tyFS besides those who have suffered for the 
christian faith. Enthusiasm seldom discards 
the name of reason, but is always as far from 
it as it is from the truth, and the faith that is 
founded on good evidence. 

On the i|iibject of the apostles' testimony, 
iffe trust we shall be able to show many marks 
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of tnie faith that enthusiasm never in any 
cause embraced. At a time when men expect 
to be strenuously opposed and persecuted to 
death for propagating a system contrary to the 
common faith^ 4;hey do not become enthusiasts^ 
unless instigated by subtle and designing 
men, who calculate to act the part of impos- 
tors. No one can suppose that a person would 
work himself up into a faith of that which is not 
true, to which his knowledge never was propa- 
gated^ and become an enthusiast by the bare 
suggestions of his own mind. We now go on 
) the supposition^ that he is honestly deceived^ 
whenever he is wrong. Now should it be 
stated that the apostles were ignorant men, 
and of course suitable characters to be worked 
into an enthusiastic zeal for their master by 
his constant instructions^ and easy to believe 
any thing marvellous concerning him ; it is re- 
plied that however true this may be, when 
they followed him, there was enough to cure 
them of this mental derangement, before an 
opportunity called them to witness his resur* 
rection. 

It is worthy of observation that the fire o^ en- 
thusiasm, once checked and destroyed by cqm- 
plete frustration, seldom or never arises with 
the same persons in the same^ause, unless by 
the force of new testimony and strength, from 
an unthought of quarter. When Jesus was 
crucified, instead of its being acc^Miiig to the 
expectation of his disciples, theyg;>v^e com- 
pletely disconcerted and frustrp^ted in every 
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eaiculation concerning him. Notwithstand-* 
ing he freqnently told them of his death and 
resurrection, Peter said, "Far be it from thee^ 
Lord : This shall not be unto theie/^ Being 
so disappointed, as honest men, tlie disciples 
would never have engaged again in his ser- 
vice, had tl\ere not been a renewed manifesta- 
tion of divine power. None of theit former 
prejudices in his favor would be likely to 
stimulate them to a renewed devoteduf ss to 
him, whose power proved weakness, and 
whose wisdom failed in the sight of all menw 
These prejudices would rather serve to sink 
bim the lower in their esteem; for they 
would think he was not equal to the confi- 
dence they once had in him. As honest men, 
there is hardly a shadow of evidence remains 
to believe^ they could again engage in his 
cause, under such circumstances, without the 
artful insinuations of others, should we granlf 
they possessed an enthusiastic spirit when 
they followed him. If Jesus arose not from, 
the dead, he could not have stimulated them 
to bear record of his resurrection by the fire of 
a- heated imagination, after they gave up all 
fiiiflost; for he was not with them. The 
Jftvs could not have done this, had they been 
disposed, unless they had continued faithful 
with them. There would then be a multitude 
of chances against, where there would be one 
in favor of tj^eir success in renewing a zeal 
that w^as Ib^ destroyed in the same cause, 
under the tnen existing circumstances. But 

10 
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admitting it possible, which we do not^ wha^ 
among the Jews or Gentiles^ would support 
such enthusiastic folly^ as to make them be- 
lieve Jesus arose from the dead when he did 
not ? The Jews well knew that such a trick 
would do more to build^ than all they had 
done to destroy him. 

We are able to vindicate the * reasonable 
and candid conduct of the apostles^ as wo 
trust, from the reason and salutary effects of 
their doctrine, and the propriety of their walk 
in life. Enthusiasm always runs to some ex- 
cess or other, in the habits of human life. 
We shall therefore, be able in some good de- 
gree to determine from the doctrine and lives 
of the apostles whether they were governed 
by cool reason or fiery enthusiasm. There ia 
an instance of St, Paul's appeal to Agrippa 
ttiat is worthy of notice, in the following lan- 
guage : ^<For the king knoweth of these 
things,^' speaking of the resurrection of Jesus^ 
<*before whom also I speak freely : for I am 
persuaded tljjit none of these things are hidden 
from him ; for this thing was not done in a 
corner,^^ Here St. Paul states to the king^ 
that he must have been made acquainted ^ith 
the account of Christ's resurrection, and urg* 
it on a principle, that if true, liiust establish 
his character in the eyes of the king and all 
who heard him, but if false, must be one of 
the most barefaced impostures that ever was 
undertaken. These things not being done in 
a corner, was a very good reason for believing 
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Vxe king had bBea made aequainted with the 
^abject before. He appears^ therefore^ to 
handle his subject like a powerfal orator and 
a reasonable mail. 

While the doctrine of christianitry allows 
no excessive indulgences, it is careful not to 
impose unnecessary burdens. This is a point 
that few would undertake to dispute^ and to 
which we believe enthusiasm did never strict- 
ly adhere. While the enthusiasm of religious 
sects says, come to n$, we only have the truths 
the reason of real Christianity says, *^Prove 
•all things^ and hold fast that which is good/^ 
While enthusiasm requires the first l>orn for 
4he sin of the soul, reason asks, ^^Wbat doth 
the Lord require, but to do justly, and to love 
tnercy, and to walk humbly with thy God ?^^ 
While enthusiasm judges who are saints and 
who are sinners, who are God's people and 
who are the world's^ whom God loves and* 
whom h« hates, who Will be forever saved and 
who eternally damned, the light of real Chris- 
tianity says, ^^ Judge nothing before the time 
•utttil the Lord come, who will bring to light 
the hidden things of darkness, and will make 
manifest the counsels of the hearts.^' To ex- 
patiate largely upon this part of our subject, 
would much exceed the limits of this dis- 
course. The candid christian, who is ae- 
quainted with his Bible, needs not a labored 
disquisition to prove that it embraces a series 
of lessoiia of reason, temperance, modera- 
tion, and . sobriety. In short, it may be 
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remarked, the tokens of enthusiasm are ^ tnjt 
fiom being seen in the doctrine and live/3 
of the original witnesses of Christ's .resur- 
rection. The only method left us by which 
we can now suppose ourselves deceived in 
the resurniction of Jesus, is by accounting his 
disciples impostors. To this hypothesis we 
will now attend. 

To attriliute the character of impostors to 
the disc u!es of Chiist, would make them 
l^reati:i vill i?!3 titan have ever come to our 
knowledge .io. j !; the human family ; because 
they must have exercised more .art andjworld.. 
ly M isdora, than o^ny other men. From his- 
tory it appears, they were illy qualified for 
3uch an ailful undertaking. When the bold- 
ness of Peter and John was seen on a xertain 
occasion, it was perceived tliey were ignorant 
and unlearned men. James and John were 
tishermen, a calling by , no means calculated to 
qualify them for such masterly exploits. 
Most of the di3ciples are said to be Galileans. 
Of one of the cities of Galilee where our Lord 
abode, the proverbial question was asked^ 
>^Can there ut^igood f/tiji^ come out of Naz^ 
areth?^^^ 

The Jews were aware that Jesus foretold 
of his resurrectioa within three days, and 
therefore used every precaution to prevent an 
imposition of this kind. They were sensible^ 
that could a story like this be started, and the 
people generally be made to belieVe it, it 
would prove more to the damage of their tra« 
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diiions^ than any thing that had then taken 
place. Had the disciples reported hi© resar- 
lection without removing the body, the Jews 
would have been able to detect the fraud by 
producing it, and thus prevent a further spread 
of the report, ^fo suppose they stole him by 
ivight, would be accounting the art of a few 
disappointed and disheartened individuals, to 
frustrate the power and policy of a combina* 
tioii of the first characters of the Jewish na- 
tion, who were before sensible of what the 
disciples would do. It seems it would take 
vastly more evidence to induce a rational man 
to believe this, than to believe the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus with its present testimony. For 
the disciples to steal the body: without the 
feoldiers' perceiving it, would be impossible. 
The soldiers would not receive a bribe as 
that would endanger their lives ; and besides, 
tfce poverty of the disciples would disable 
them from succeeding in such an attempt. 
Truly the soldiers are said to receive money 
to report the disciples stole him while they 
slept, but it was with a promise from the high 
priests to he secur^dt This account presents 
notMiig irrational. It carries the evidence of 
probability from the circumstances that attend- 
edit. ^ 

The remarks which I made relative to the 
authenticity of the sacred histories of Christ 
by their evangelical authors, will equally ap- 
ply to the candor and honesty of the authors 
tfaemselve£;« As good fruit is the evident pro- 

40 * 
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duction of a good tree^ so a history with in- 
ternal marks of impartiality, carries within 
itself the evidence of being written by an im- 
partial historian. All, therefore, that was 
said to prove the account of Christ^s resurrec- 
lion true, goes to prove that his disciples do 
not merit the opprobrious title of impostors. 

A gi'eat mauilestation of their honesty, 
which we believe was never known of an im- 
postor, in any cause whatever, is they volun- 
tarily submitted to a series of difficulties, loss- 
es, and sufferings, without the least expecta- 
tion of any tempbral rewards. Whatever 
men may do in a cause which they had here^ 
tofore espoused, in suffering losses, and afflic- 
tions by the force of prejudice or an enthusi- 
astic zeal, we have no reason io bjBlieve from 
what we know of the nature ot man, or the 
precedent of any known transaction, that an 
impostor will voluntarily encounter such diffl^ 
eulties without the prospect of adequate tem- 
poral rewards. It matters not in ^hat the re- 
wards consist, if they only be such as ai*e flat* 
tering to the carnal mind. When an impoid- 
tor foresees a long train of impending evils^ 
naturally accompanying the execution of a 
scheme which he may devise, and whkh isi 
destitute of attaining the prospects of tern po« 
ral rewards, he will, indisputably abandon it 
in the first outset But being once engaged/ 
once come to public notice, pride and passion 
might induce him to pursue to considerable 
lengthy to suffer much in his labors rather than 
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4i})andqn the iprhole scheme^ kQowing tbat a 
failare in one^ would render every succeed- 
iiig one equally fruitless* But we can hardly 
jbelieve be would pursue to the extent the 
apostles did. No man, we think, would ,con« 
sent to suffer the loss of all things, and death 
itself^ for the propagation of what he knew 
was not true, and what was probable to sub- 
ject many or most of the believers to privations 
of d similar nature. 

These things are evident concerning the 
apostles : 

Ist. They voluntarily espoused the cause 
of Christ, being Sensible in the beginning that 
cruel persecutions and afflictions would be 
vth^ir constant portion in timet 

Sd. They expected no such temporal re^ 
wards as ate flattering to the carnal mind. 

These two points we will notice particular* 
If ; foi^ much depends upon them. 

Perhaps some would imagine from the his- 
tories^ that the disciples were rather unknow- 
ingly led into the difficulties in which they af* 
terwards found themselves ; tbat they « were 
togjftged in the work before they were sensible 
what sort of opposition they had to encounter. 
When they were with Jesus it is to be ac- 
knowledged, they were ignorant of his doc- 
trine, and how it would be received in this 
world. They did not realize the travail of 
their Master, nor the C/omplicated sufiferings 
of those who should faithfully follow him.s 
Jfow if we implicate the disciples in the mat- 
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ter of the resurrection^ we min^t suppose the 
fraud originated in their Master. Sure- 
ly, if they were led unwittingly to espouse his 
faith. Allowing this, he could not support it^ 
by his insinuations, longer, than till the time 
of his crucifixion. At that time, tlie disciples 
were completely frustrated in all their hopes 
concerning him, although he had before (old 
them of the tragic event of his agonizing 
death. This eventful scene, in all human ap- 
pearaBce, must, at that time, be the complete 
destruction of Christianity. Had Jesiis and 
liis didciples been impostors, the disciples 
Would have been likely to have thought at that 
time the fraud w^as stamped with everlasting 
infamy. Tkey could not have entertained a 
hope, had it been ever so dear to them, of 
i^aintaining it to any advantage. At the best, 
they must know, that in engaging in the same 
cause, and opposing the same prejudicei 
w hich their Master did, there was no proba- 
bility of their escaping a fate as disastrous 
and direful as was his. This was a new era 
in tb«ir undertaking. Their Master was 
gone. One had openly and solemnly denied 
him, another had betrayed him. They were 
few and feeble, and their cause publicly con* 
temned. The dying groans of their Master^ 
his bloody his wseatbing and agonizing body^ 
his corpse pale and languid, were scenes, 
fresh in their memory, living to their sigbt^ 
. and melting to their hearts. 

It was not now the business of the disciples 



OF CHBIST^S &Bi;t7BR£CTI0N« 105 

to continue in defence of a religion in which 
iliey bad been engaged^ but to revive one that 
every believer had given up for lost. To for 
ever abandon it^ could add no disgrace to 
what they had suffered. Therefore pride 
could not induce ih em to attempt to revive it. 
From mieh a feeble and dejected «ituation^ 
and with «uch hazardous prospects^ did the 
disciples of our Lord .bear testimony to the 
resurrection of Jesus. They boldly and con- 
stantly maintained his doctrine. Under such 
Circumstances was it ever known that impos« 
tors in the first outset hazarded so much in 
the prospect of their undertakings ? Let an 
instance be brought^ and this argument, which 
we now consider very poweriul^^ will lose 
something of its force. 

If the disciples were impostors^ they knew 
that the progress of Christianity depended 
wholly upon human exertion. Whatever 
might be their pretensions, in their hearts they 
could not expect any extraprdinary interposi- 
tion of divine providence in their favor. Eve- 
Ty circumstance rendered it more imprabable 
than otherwise. To hang their lives and 
whole fortunes in «uch a hazardous undertak- 
ings upon a mere improbability, never could 
firoceed from calculation. If their undertak- 
ing was not from calculatioiwt is difficult to 
conceive how they could be sufficiently cun- 
ning and artful to impose such a cheat upon 
mankind with so much success as Christianity 
received. It is impossible it should be the 
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effect of mere enthusiasm, A bliaded seat in 
a deceptive cause, could not lead with suffi- 
cient art to establish what was established by 
the preaching of the apostles. 

Should we find it necessary to grant the ) 
possibility of their imposing upon mankind 
the testimony of Christ's resurrection, which 
we do not, we will inquire, what did they ex- 
pect that induced them to the practice of such 
a fraud ? what in exchange for such a seriei 
of sufferings ? If to others they promised im- 
mortality, and eternal blessedness in the 
world to come, they could not themselves be 
stimulated by these motives. Though the 
resurrection miglit be an animating and enliv- 
ening theme to others^ it could be but a faud^ 
ful one to them if they were impostoi*s, and 
knew it was false, of were not persuaded it 
was true. ^^A city not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the heavens ; a crown of glory that fa- 
dcth not away,^^ must be Ibut visionary dreams 
to the first sufferers in the christian cause. 
All the rewards Jbat they could look fer, 
must be confined to their then present scene df 
suffering. Nothing else could possibly stim- 
* ulate them to the arduous undertaking of com- 
mencing and building up the christian cause. 
Can we conceive that a thirst for fame^ 
would induce rijx villain under such circum- 
stances, knowim^y to hazard so mucb as the 
disciples did ? dut what fame had they reason 
to expect ? The loud acclamations of mill- 
ions ? Bather disgrace and shame in a fieries 
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of sofferiiig/ terminating in some ignominious 
death. Their fame according to the most 
lattering of human prospects must be confin^ 
ed to the applause of a few obscure individu- 
als. It would bear but a very small com- 
{arlson with the infamy and suffering that the 
ews in much malice would be likely to heap 
upon them* 

All the rewards the apostles received, or 
according to their doctrine could expect/ in 
this life, though such as would induce an hon- 
est man to do much, would flatter an impostor 
but very little^ To account them honest, 
opens a large field of glory before ihem, when 
we connect their then present life with the fu- 
lure. But when we pronounce them impos- 
tors, we confine all their rewards to their tern-. 
poral lives ; and these are of such a nature as 
would not he likely to flatter a character of 
this description. Worldly wealth and gran» 
deur were not their objects,^ If they were, 
they had no prospect of attaining them, and 
must have abandoned the idea before they had 
advanced far in maintaining Christianity. 
Worldly indulgeiices in word or deed, were 
not the characteristics of this« religion, and 
could not, therefore, promise rewards to the 
disciples in their deceitful alKarements. If 
these were their objects, their calculations 
were extremely unfavorable. They savor not 
of that wit and cunning that must necessarily 
be employed to maintain the christian system 
on false principles* The reward of honesty^ 
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fidelity to their Master^ and eternal life^ nmsti 
tben^ be what stimulated them to the ardiiotti 
work in which they were engaged^ and which 
they zealously pursued till deaih. It follows^ 
then, they were not impostors^ but honest 
men^ testifying what they had seen and 
heard. 

Another argument in favor of the apo$tle% 
is^' they adopted a new mode of Ijiving^ contra- 
ry to the desires of corrupt hearts. The lan- 
guage of Faley in his Evidences of Christiani- 
tv^ pages SS and 83^ is worthy of notice on 
this subject. ^^The rtature of the case^'^ says 
our author^ ^^affords a strong proofs that tk 
original teachers in consequence of their tiew 
profession, entered upon a new and singuUr 
course of life. We may be allowed to pre- 
sume, that the institution which they preach? 
ed to others, they conformed to in their own 
persous ; because this is no more than what 
every teacher of a iew religion both does, and 
must do, in order to obtain either proselytes 
or hearers. The change which this would 
produce was very considerable. It is a 
change which we do not easily estimate, be- 
,eaase, ourselves j&nd all about us, being habit- 
uated to the institution from our infancy, it is 
what we neitli# experience nor observe. Af- 
ter men became Christians, much of their time 
was spent in prayer and devotion, in religious 
meetings, in celebratiug the eucbarist, in eon* 
ferences, in exhortations, in preaching, in an 
j^lieetionate intercourse with one ano^ther^ and 
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correspondence with other societies. Perhaps 
their mode of life in its form and habit was 
not unlike that of the Unita8 fratium^^ or ot- 
modern Methodists. Tbiuk then what it was 
to become such at Corinth^ at Kphesus^ at 
Antioch^ or even at Jerusalem. How new, 
how alien from all their former habits and ide^^ 
as, and from those of every body about them ? 
What a revolution there must have been of 
opinions and prejudices to bring the matter to 
this ? We know what tlie precepts of the reli- 
gionare; how pure, how benevolent, how 
disinterested a conduct they enjoin ; and that 
this purity and benevolence is extended to the. 
very^ thoughts and afiections. We are not 
perhaps at liberty to take for granted, that 

Hhe lives of the preachers of Christianity were 
as perfect as their lessons: but we are enti* 

, tied to contend, that the observable part of 
their behavior must have agreed in a great 
measure with the duties which they taught. 
There was, therefore, fvhich is all that wei 
assert, a course of life pursued by them, dif- 
ferent from that wlrich they before led. And 
this is of great importance. Men are brought 
to almost any thing sooner than to change 
their habits of life, especially, when the 
change is either inconvenient, or made against 
the force of natural inclination, or with the loss 
of accustomed indulgences. ^It is the most 
difiBcult of all things, to convert men from vi- 

* The Unity of brethren. 

u 
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«i»as habits to virtuous ones, as every one 
may judge from what he feels in himself^ as 
iivell as froni what he sees in others/* It is 
almost like making men over again/' 

In addition to the quotation already rehears- 
ed, we may observe that in all the relations 
which they give of Christ and his doctrine, 
they show no signs of fear that they should 
differ from each other ; but each one relates 
as he has received. Had the whole christian 
system been an imposture^ it would have 
been necessary for them to use every precau- 
tion against differences of writing and doc- 
trine, lest the whole should fall pn this 
ground. The objections, therefore, brought 
against Christianity from differences of writing 
in some particular accounts, are evidences of' 
the honesty of their authors, though in recon- 
ciling them, we may be some embarrassed. 
They evidently show that they were not afraid 
of any disadvantageous exposure, though they 
were not careful to consult each other in eve- 
ry thing they said or wrote. 

From the labor to which we have attended 
in this discourse, we find evidence from the 
nature of the case, from the peculiar situation 
of the apostles, and from what we are able to 
gather from different sources, that the apostles 
of our Lord were not impostors, nor could 
, they have performed what they did, wholly 
from the force of enthusiasm. We^ therefore, 

•Hartley's Ecsay on Mwij p. IW. 
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aver they must be honest and true men. It 
follows of consequence, they spoke the truths 
according to what they knew. Of the resur* 
rection of Jesus they could not be ignorant. 
It was a subject that required no more thaa 
common genius, — a common usii of the seoset 
to judge whether it was true or false. No 
high attainments in literature were necessary to 
qualify their organs of sight to enable them to 
know whether the risen Savior looked and 
acted like the person, they knew a^few days, 
before was crucified. Their sense of hearing 
could receive nothing from art, that would en- 
able them more infallibly to discern between the 
Voice of their master and the voice of another ; 
lior did their understandings need the assistance 
of logical rules to determine, whether he-exhi- 
bited the same originality of manner after his 
crucifixion, which they had witnessed in him 
before. We learn that a sufficient number 
of faithful witnesses beheld Christ after his 
resurrection, aud bore testimony of what they 
«aw. Did then the resurrection of Jesus dcr 
pend wholly on the testimony of a large niwi- 
ber of witnesses, we are happ,y to find it as 
well authenticated as any fact of equal anti- 
quity. But it does not. It has likewise other 
evidences to strengthen it 

Tlie observance of thft weekly sabbath 
among the followers of Christ, which is a day 
commemorative of his resurrection, is a strong 
testimony of the truth of this fact. This was 
noticed in the days of the apostles, and ever . 
since that lime has been obsevv^vL. M. tw^ 
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late period of the world could this indtituiioii 
liave begun^ aud^ at tbe same time^ find a 
place ia the writings of the apostolic and the 
immediate succeeding ages. No one can sup* 
pose it would be instituted in commemoratioii 
of an event of the same age^ unless that event 
was a fact. The first day, therefore, of every 
week affords •us evidence of the resurrcctioa 
of our Lord. It is not our concern in thi9 
case whether he commanded the day to be 
kept. It is sufficient to learn that it was, and 
lias been constantly observed. 

St. Paul writes that he delivered to his 
brethren what he also received, that Christ 
cUed for our sins according to the scriptures, 
alluding by the scriptures to the writings of 
the prophets. We may flierefbre expect his 
death and resurrection was the fulfilment of 
prophecy. This is mentioned in the New 
Testament, and affords an additional testimo- 
ny to what has been offered. The fifty -third 
chapter of Isaiah and many parts of the 
Psalms, are directly on this subject. But these 
we cannot now particularly notice. 

Though we believe ihe subject of the resur- 
rection is well supported by the testimony 
brought forward in this discourse, my hearers 
are cautioned against supposing our subject 
nearly exhausted. ' There is much evidence 
that has not been mentioned ; and some that 
has been mentioned, not fully exhibited. The 
accomplishment of all this, comes not within 
the limitiS Of a single discourse. , 
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As the resmteetlon of Jesus is the strength 
)f the Ghrtstiao faith, and a sabject of the 
greatest in^ortaiice and interest to all, it is 
loped those who are so unfortunate as to eot- 
ertatn doubts of its reality, will carefully at. 
end to the eTidenees now brought forward, 
ind to fi[ueb oth^s as may come within their 
each. Thomas^ though hard to believe, was 
blessed, becairse he had seen : ^^blessed are 
hey that have not seen, a^d yet ' have be- 
ieved/^ 

AxMEN. 



HYMN. 

1 Why should we doubt and fear to trust 
The record Christ's disciples gave, 

As if their senses were accurst ;'^% 

Or else, like rogues they play'd the knave t 

2 Had we the Lord's disciples been ; 
Oft heard his voice, and saw his face ; 
Had seen him crucified for sin. 

And knew in Joseph's tomb his place ; 

3 Had we then seen him without fears, 
Should we dispnte to trust our eyes ? 
Or had his voice address'd our ears, 

Deem it a villain's in disguise 2 

« 

4 Can we suppose they were deceiv'd, 
Who testify'd the Lord arose ? 
And that in what they then believed. 
They were what their dceeivers'choBe ?- 

11 • 
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h Shall we the fool impostor's nama 
Attribute to such men as Paul, 
And say for worldly gain or fame, 
They gave their fortunes, lives, and all ! 

Q Would they, be faithful to the end» 
And glory in a Savior^s cross ? 
And nothing but a cheat defend, 
With stripes, imprisonments, and loss ? 

7 Or has the whole of sacred writ 
Been form'd long since the Savior's day,. 
Kew modelM, changM by art and wit. 
As thougli there were no better way ? 

S Believe all this, and you'll receive 
More than a Christian eye can see i 
For want of faith you will believe 
What reason saya can never b«* 
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£ECTURE V. 

Delivered October 24* 



ON THE RESURRECTION OP THE HUMAN 

RACE* 



1. Luke xir. 13, 14. 

But, when thoa makest a feast, call the poor, th» 
maloied, the lame, the blind : And thou shalt be ble»- 
iMd $ for they cannot recompense thee : for thou shalt 
-be recompensed at the resurrection of the just. 

2* Luke xx. 35, 38. 

But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain 
that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither 
many, nor are given in marriage : N^Kher can they die 
any more : for they are equal unto the angels ; and ar» 
ihe children of God, being the children of the resunec* 
iion. 

3. John v. t^, 25. 

Uarvel not at this : for th« boor is coming, in thi^ 
-fv^h all that are in the graves, shall hear Ms voice,* 
imd shall come forth ; they that have done good unto 
ihe resurrection of life ; and they that have done evil 
ttito the resurrection of damnation* 

4* AcfB xxiv. 15. 

And have hope toward God^ which they themselves 
also allow, that there will be a iresurrection of the dead> 
both of the just and udjust 

5. Romans viii. If. 

But if flio Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from t£r6 
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dead, dwell in yoa, he that raised up Christ from (he 
dead, shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spir- 
it that dwelleth ia.yeu* 

8. 1 Coa. XV. 20—24 ; 35— .44 ; 51—55 inc. 
But now is Chriit risen from the dead and become 
the first frnKs of them that slept. For since by man 
came death , by man came also the resurrecticyi of the 
dead. For as in Adam a|l> 4ie, ewmi m in' Christ sfM 
all be made alive. But every man in his own order: 
Christ the first fruits: afterward they that are Christ's at 
his coming. Then cometb the end, when he shall have 
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; 
when he shall hav« put down ait rule, and all authority, 
and power. 

But some man will say^ Hdw are the dead riail^ed Up! 
ftnd wilh what body do they eonie ? Thon fbol ! tiiat 
which thou sowest is not <)olekeiied except it die. Aid 
thai which thon sowest, thou sowest not that body that 
shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of whe&t or of 
«ome other grain. But God giveth it a body as it hath 
pleased him, and to every seed his own body. All flesll 
is not the same flesh : but there is one kind of flesh of 
men, another of beasts, another of fishes, and another of 
l»rdSi. The^e are afso celestial bodies and bodies ter>- 
restrial : bnt the glory of the celestial is one, and tt^ 
glory of the terrestrial is another. There is one glory of 
the sun, another glory of the moon, and another glory of 
the stars, for one frtar difiereth from another star in glo- 
ly. So also is the resurrection of the dead ; it is sown 
in corruption, it is raised in incorroption : it is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory : it is sown in weakness, it 
Is raised in power : it is sown a natural body, it is rais- 
ed a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there 
is a spiritual body. 

Behold, I show you a inysteiy ; we shall not all sleep# 
bnt we shall all be <;hanged, in a moment in the twink* 
ling of an eye, at the last trump ; (for the trumpet aiiall 
sound ;) and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we shaii be changed. For this corruptible m^t pal on 
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iBeorrtipiion» and Ihis mortal juiMt pat on iminortalSty* 
S& when this corraptible sball haye pnt on iucorruption, 
9LQd this mortal sball have ^t on immortality, then 
ifaall be brought to pass t>ie sajiog that is viritten; 
Death is swallowed ap in victor}^ O death ! where is 
thy sting ? O grave wh^e is thy victory ? 

7- , I ^^HBSS. iv. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. 

« Bat I woald nq^ have you ignorant, brethren, con* 
eernlng them wtdch are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even 
as others whieh have no hope. For if we believe that Je- 
SOS djed, and K]lse again, even so them also which sleep 
in Jesus, will God bring with him. For this we say 
onto you by tl^e word of the Lord* that we which are 
alive, and remain unto the coming of the Lord, shall 
not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord him-* 
self shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangelf and with the trump of God : and 
^e dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we which are 
alive and remain, shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in ihe air : and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord. 

9. Phil, ill 21. 

Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fash* 
ioned like unto his glorious body, accerdiug to the 
'Working whereby he is able even to snbdue all things 
nnto himself. 

In these passages of the divine testimo- 
ny, we have the idea clearly expressed, that 
tbere will be a resurrection from the dead. Of 
this we have a physical evidence in the exam- 
ple of our divine Head. "Now is Christ 
riseii from the dead> and become the first 
fruits of them that slept.^^ This evidence is 
additional to that dictate of inspiration, which 
affirmn tke doctriiiQ to be true« Respecting 
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the realty of the fact, therefore, however Won- 
derful knd mysterious, there can be no doubt 
in the wind of any person who believes in 
revelation. But respecting the process and 
manner of the resurrection ; the form and 
power of the bodies, and the moral situation to 
which it first introduces them, our ideas may bo 
very inadequate and faint. It ia what our eye/ 
have never seen. It is where our experience 
has never led. 

The analogy of temporal things, used to 
prefigure it, would undoubtedly give us lively 
impressions of its process and nature, if we al- 
ready possessed some just ideas of the opera- 
tion, which, concerning it, is described. But 
this privilege is not ouns at present. Perhaps 
the situation of our mortal state^ would not 
admit it. 

Under these embarrassments we must pur- 
sue our subject, if we pursue it at all, and ac- 
quire wh^t we can learn from the written tes- 
timony of Jesus, and his Apostles. If it 
w^ere ever proper for one to introduce apolo- 
gies, for undertaking to discuss a subject be- 
yond his understanding, I might make a mul- 
titude for engaging in this ; but as I conceive 
they could be of no valuable use to my audi- 
tors, I shall therefore omit them. 

PerJiaps a better method we cannot more^ 
conveniently adopt in laboring t\m subject, 
than in seeking in the passages before us 
proper answers to the following questions : 

Ist. What are we to understand by the 
resurrection ? 
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Sd. Kespecting the hiimau family^ is it uni- 
versal? 

3d. Are all raised at one time ? 

4th. ^*With what body do they come ?'^ 

5th. Are we to consider physical opera- 
iions^ though exercised by divine power, ever 
to be made the exclusive cause of moral ef« 
ftcts ? 

The best answers we can give to these 
questions, from scripture and the analogy of 
things, will, no douht, comprise the most cor- 
rect knowledge we can, at present, obtain on 
the subject. 

By tWresurreetion of the dead, we are un- 
doubtedly to understand, the renewal of the 
same persons to life, who had ceased to live. 
To suppose, in the life to cone, any thing dif- 
ferent from this, would be to account something 
different from the natural import of a resurrec* 
'tion. If a new race of intelligent beings 
spiring to life in what we account the resurrec- 
tion, distinct from the present, and not at all 
from the composition of the present, how 
could they be Mlled the children of the 
resun*ection, in any sense different from us, on 
account of our original creation ? What would 
theirs be but an original creation as onrs was ? 
No other that we can conceive. To this sub- 
ject I conclude our fourth scripture alludes, 
which says ; ^^He that raised up Christ from 
the dead, shall also quicken your mortal 
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in yon.'^ 

Second. Respecting the universality of 
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(be resurrection^ the scriptures are express. 
Such are the followiug : ^^Marvel not at this; 
for the hour is coBiiog« in the which all that are 
in the graves shall iiear his voice^ and shall 
come forth." "And have hope toward God, 
ivhich they themselves also allow, that there 
will be a resurrection of the dead, both qfthe 
just and uvjustJ^ *'l5or since by man caoke 
death, by man came also the resurrection of 
the dead. For as in Adam all die^ even so ia 
Christ shall all be made alive.^^ 

In the sentiment here exhibited^ the Ghris- 
tian church of all deDomiiiations is happy in 
being united. And in this union we find 
one of the most important articles of the efaris- 
tian faith. We hope/or life beyond the grave, 
and in revelation we find the assurance of our 
hope* Brightening prospect ! hopeful assuN 
ancej how cheering to the mind ! how ani- 
mating to the soul, that God's vast iptet* 
ligent creation shall eternally live ! Live,— 
not in everlasting death^^ but io eternal life, 
in the unalterable love and holiness of the 
great Creator. 

Third. The question now comes before 
us, are all mankind raised at one time ? This 
may not be .considered a question of equal im- 
portance with some others ; but is worthy of 
examination in connexion with our subject. 
The scriptures before us, if they be not ex* 
press on the subject, certainly seem to favor 
the idea, that we are not to look for the resur- 
rection of all at i)ne period or point of time. 
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lieii Christ ^extiaHs the rich to call the popr, 
\ maimed^ the lame^ a,iid the bliad to their 
s% sajriog^ they cannot recoippen^e^ bo 
serves^ those that call them shall be recom* 
tised it the resurrection of the just. If there 
hat one resurrection, being recompensed at 
t resurrection of the just ^ degcrihes npthjng: 
Terent from being recompensed at the r^sur- 
Hion, which renders the phrase, of the just, 
^less. This construction is not according 
our Savior's diction in general. Concise- 
ss and meaning are^he usual characteiistics 
his style* Had h6 said, recompensed at 
^ resurrection/ or ^recompensed at the 
lurreetion of the just and unjust/ we could 
t ha^e inferred but one resurrection ; but 
len he Baid, Hhe resurrection of the just/ it 
ims to imply that there would be a time^ 
len there would be a resurrection of the just 
ly. Although Christ's words plainly favop 
s idea, yet it is just to remark, they are not to , 
considered as absolute proof. They do not 
itradict a universal resurrection at one time; 
t the closing words of the sentence, as be* . 
e observed, could not, in that case, convey 
f distinet meaning. 

[n opr second scripture, we have an allu« 
n, that appears equally as strong as^the 
3 we have been considering. ^^But they 
ich shall be accounted worthy to obtain 
.t world, and the resurrection from the 
id, neither marry, spr are giYf^w in mar- 
ge." It appears to be a natural inference 
12 
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drain^n from this text, that some would not ^i^a 
accounted i¥ortby to obtain that world of 
which he spake^ nor a resurrection of the de-; 
Bcription like that which he gave. Any in* 
tm^retation different from thls^ would render 
that part of the text which says, ^Hhey which 
shall be accounted worthy to obtain/^ entirely' 
Hseless and unmeaning^ It moy he asked^ if 
any be accounted unworthy to obtain the fa- 
ilure world, how they can ever be raised from 
the dead ? In answer to such a question, let 
it be remarked, we are not to understand by 
the phrase, Hhat world,' mentioned ip the text, 
eternity, but a certain period, kuown un- 
doubtedly in the mind of Christ. The origin- 
al* imports an age or period, and is not tho 
eommon term' used for Morld. The same 
word is called cQurse in Eph. ii. 2. "Where- 
in in time past ye walked according to the 
course of this world.'^ In th^ seventh vi^rse of 
the same chapter it is used in the plural, an^ 
ehWed a^es. 

Besides the two passages which we have 
now considered, I recollect no pthers that 
seem to carry the idea of any different periods! 
concerning the resurrection, unless we consid- 
er the account of the first and second resurrec- 
tion in the SOth cliapter of Revelation in the 
same light. If w6 consider this account to 
be of a literal or corporal resurrection, it is 
full proof of the idea, But in this discour^e^ 
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1 shall not insist upon it^ though I am iuclia-* 
ed to believe its meaniog is literal, beeause 
we are sensible a great part of that book in 
writteri in figurative and allegorical language. 
Some suppose^ from St. tauFs words iit 
Uie 15th of 1st Cor. that the resurrection of 
all, their emancipation from sin to holiness, 
ajid Christ's delivering his kingdom to hi« 
Father, are works immediately and insepara* 
biy connected with each other, as in the fol- 
lowing langua^> : ^^For as in Adam all die, 
even so in CThrist shall all be made alive* 
But every man in his own order, Christ, the 
first fruits : afterward they that are Christ'i 
at bis coming. ^ Then cometh list end, when 
he shall have delivered up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father ; when he shall have 
put down all rule, and all authority, and pow- 
er.^^ It IS evident, in Adam all die a spirit- 
ual as Avell as a temporal death. And ac- 
cording to the text, it is as evident that iii 
Christ the cure will be, in, every respect, 
equal to the wound. But is there any neces- 
sity, because these are classed together in one 
verse, of considering them all fulfilled at one 
time ? St. Paul remarks, every man in his 
own order. If the resurrection of all be at 
once, tvhy did he mention any order? At the 
head t)f this order, he places Christ, the first 
f)*uits, whose resurrection was more than 
eighteen hundred years ago. Without men- 
lioning any event coming between, his next 
words are, ^^qfterwi^rd theg that ar^ his at 



lS4t •K THE RESURRECTIOir 

his coming f^^ for the fulfilmeDt of which event 
we still look. Then, we are told, cometh the 
enil — when ? When Christ the first fruits are 
brought, or when they that are his at his com- 
ing ? I conceive there is no necessity of un- 
derstanding either of those periods the fixed 
time, when Christ delivers up his kingdom. 
The word then^ in the S4th verse, in the 
original, expresses, more definitely, a poste- 
rior date than the original in the S3d verse, 
translated afterward.-f It ought evidently 
to have read aj'terioard or after that. The 
Apostle seems to add the Sdth verse, as if pur- 
posely to guard against the error of synchro- 
xiizing events, that ought to be undersood to 
be sepahite. ^^For he must reign till he hath 
put all enemies under his feet/^ 

The resurrection of Christ the first fruits, 
and of them that are his at his coming, are 
events which we consider very distant from 
each other in point of time ; yet they are as 
closely connected, if not more so, in the sen- 
tence that expresses them, as the resurrection 
of them that are Christ's, and his delivering 
0f the kingdom to the Father. This appears 
plain by reading the text according to the criti- 
cism which I have indulged upon it, and 
which, I trust, is too evident to be disputed. 
"But every man in his own* order ; Christ the 
first fruits ; afterward they that ate Christ's at 

- * » 

* EiTA, p^stea, deinde, turn. 
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his coming. Afteip that will be iher end" (in 
lifiu of then cometk the end) ^^when be shall 
li^ve delivered up the kingdom to God^ evea 
theFather.'V ^ ! 

In the fourth plaee, we will attend to the 
question^ i* With what body do they come?'^ 
St, Paul^ after addressing us with a boldness 
that woqld be indecorous from one of less au- 
thority^ invites our attention to the ileld of na* 
ture. ^^That which thou sowest is not quick- 
l^ped except it die. And that which thou 
^Qwest^ thou sowest not that body that shall 
be^ but naked grain,^ it may chance of wheat 
or of some other grain. Bat God giveth it a 
body as it hath pleased him^ and to every seed 
his uwp body.^^ On(& would naturally sup* 
p^se from the description of the Apostle's^ 
that the present body sown in death arises in a 
similarmanner to wheat or some other grain 
that is sown f and/ ai9 every seed produces 
its own body^ it takes in the resurrection a 
body of flesh and bones by the power of God, 
as the physical produce of thfe original body, 
which was sown In death* However embar- 
rassed we may be in comparing this idea with 
what the Apostle has elsewhere expressed, 
still we know uot^ that we shall hardly be 
able to discover any sense to his words, if this 
be not his meaning. ' He says, ^^So also is 
the resurrection of the dead/^ Then he adds ; 
^*It is sown in corruption ; it is raised in iu- 

^OuMNON KOKKON, nudum grumim, 
IS » 
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eorrttption : U U sown in dishonor; it is pais- 
ed in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is 
raised in power ; it is sown a natural body ; 
it is raised a spiritual body. There is a 
nataral body^ lind there is a spiritual body/^ 
Our present bodies are accounted corruptible ; 
and specially so, when sewn in death* Grain 
ia made corruptible^ when it is sewn^ and by 
a quickening power^ may it not be said to 
arise to an incorruptible state ? It nndoubt-' 
edly approaches as near it^ as any earthly 
thing to which is given a resuscitatuig 
power. When kept from too much moistur^^ 
it retains its virtue and life. It haS| likewise^ 
a spirituous property. In this its most per- 
fect state, I think St. Paul meant to repfeseni 
it as a figure of the spiritual body ; and, in its 
corrupted state, sown in the surface of the 
earth, a figure of the natural body. Then the 
grain is sown in corruption ; it is raised in 
incorruption : it is sown in dishonor; it is 
raised in glory : it is sown in weakness ; it is 
raised in power : it is sown an animal body,* 
or a bodjf possessing life^ though itself corrupt 
able i it is raised a spiritual body ; that is, a 
hody incorruptible, retaining the spirit and 
essence of the grain« ^^So also,'^ says the 
Apostle, ^% the resurrection of the dead." 
Man is sownf in corruption ; Jbe is raisedt in 
incorruption : he is sown in dishonor ^ he i» 

^ Soma fsuchikok, e&rpus ctnimdU* 
i Tbe original.of these vsrbs havs t6 liQltthiativs 
case ezpretscd. 
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raisfed in glory : he ii^ sown in weakness ; hci 
is raised In power : * he is sown an animal 
body,^ or a body with a soul an undying 
property ; he id raised a spiritual bodj* 

When onr Savior arose from the de'ad^ he 
arosewitfa a body of flesh and bones. Atf 
his flesh sraw no dorraptiom^ the sanie body 
was quickened^ with its natatal features, no 
doobt^ and the sears of liis crucifixion. Tht^ 
Was the resurrection of Christy who is the first 
.frnits of them that slept, the head of every 
man^ the whole body^ the church. Was thisr 
raised body of his with flesh and bones^ vL 
spiritual body ? or Was it what is called a 
natural body ? With this body he appeared 
to his disciples, in a hotlse, when the door&r 
were shut. It may be remarked also that be* 
fore his resutrectbn, he passed through a; 
multitude unperceivcHl, when they had led 
him to the brow of a hill to cast him down 
headlong* 

From the analogy of things, nsed in scrip-r 
tQre, and from the resemblance of our divine 
hc^ad in his resuscitated state, the argument 
is greatly in favor of the idea, that mankind 
will arise in bodies of flesh and bones. With* 
out this eonelusion much of the Apostle's 
reasoning conveys to os no rational ideas. 
But then,' we are told that flesh and blood 
eannot inherit the kingdom of God. If a 
resurrection in bodies of flesh and bonetf^ 

* SdMA rsucBiKONi ccrpus ammale^ 
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me^n th^ %^iw as flesh and blood wUieli c£iu« 
Bot inherit tbe kingclom ofGod^ are we nqf 
DOW brought into difficulty ? We undoubt^d^ 
are^ if the i^e^urrection^ ih its first process, 
introdttce us to ^ state of full p^rfecttoa^ or to 
a state that admits qo sort of cbaoge. If 
Cbrist arose witb a body of flesh aqd bone% 
as be himself asserts^ \Y4s Ibat ^^bis glorious 
body'' pr was his resi^scitated body chaug. 
ed ? Aod if his body were chaciged^ is it 
ifureasoaable to supjiose the rai^d bodies of 
men may be ehanged in a maniier^ simUar to 
their diving head ? *^Tbe first m?in," ^ys the 
Apostle^ ^^is of the earth, earthy : the s^eond 
man is the Lord from beaTen, As is the 
eartliy, such are th^y also that are earthy: 
and as is the heavenly^ such are they also 
that are heavenly. And as we have borne 
(he image of the earthy^ we shall also bear 
the image of the heavenly. '' 

The question will now be asked^ can a^i 
incorruptible or immortal body be changed ? 
In reply to this, let other questions be pro- 
posed. Was Christ's resuscitated body cor- 
ruptible or mortal? No; for it never cor- 
rupted, nor died. Did he or can he never 
change it ? If not, he must forever have flesh 
and bones. Flesh is one of the articles^ 
which Bt. Paul said could not inherit the 
kingdom of God. We may, therefore, con- 
elude it is not a composition of Christ's glori- 
o6s body. Then we m travelling with our 
divine head; are ^Ho look lor the Bavior^ the 
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Xord Jesas Christy who shall change oor vilc( 
body^ that it may be. fashioned like i^nto hit 
glorious body^ according to the^ working 
wh^^eby he is able even to subdue all thia^ 
unto himself/^ 

In the fiftti and last division of our subject^ 
io which we will now attend^ we were to no^ 
tice the following questimi : Are we to con*- 
sider physical operations^ though exercised 
by divine power^ ever to be made the exclu^^ 
sive cause of moral effects ? 
.. JPerh^s this qu^tion may appefir at first 
hearing foreign to our subject^ but it is con^ 
eeived it emluraces a very impwtant part* 
That the resurrection of the dead is a physi<» 
eal operation^ is evident from the similitude 
GL iPaul used to describe it. Yet it is evi« 
gently performed by a peculiar energy of 
divine power* Our questbu then is^ whether 
the idea of man's being cleansed from all 
Qioral defilement^ is necessarily embraced m 
the resurrection from the dead. On the af<« 
firmative oftbis questioa is urged the sup* 
posed purity of spiritual bodies^ of incorrupti^ 
bility and immortality. On the side of the 
negative are considered the scriptures which 
are discussed in the two first of these LectureS|t 
treating of future judgment and punishment, 
besides a variety of others. I shall endeavor to 
maintain tbe negative of this question in 
opposition to the affirmative* 

ILict us now carefully attend to the meaning 
of the words in^i^rruptU^le, and immortaL If 
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We cxnininB liraost any 
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we shall find ttie meaiuiig uF the first titd 
ble to be corrupted : the second, exempt^ 
death' Now docs i( follow nr necesshy (|2 
heJDgwbo possesses Ihi^sp properties intistw 
out exception be. holy, virlnous, and liappy; 
Tlivrc is nolliing in the definition of the worilJ 
of which X have any knowledge, that nceiM. 
ftarily embraces such a thing ; and as lo tt ' 
nature or the case, it ia what liuinau expu 
ence has not attained. Can any persna J^ 
cide that it would be impossiMc fur G« 
have immortalized earthly bodies if he pici 
and cuutiiiued (hem with the seiiMtive f _ 
ties that tUey uow possess? The lives of the 
nutecliluviuDS may be mentioned as an ex&n^ 
Iilc> whose earthly constitutions would I 
out eight or nine hundred years. He 1 
extend<?d their lives so much bcyuud i 
cmild have extended thetn, without doubtvj 
or seven tinits as lung, oo the same princi 
as those by which lliiir lives were eonltaj 
Snch a life would he tlinughl almost ara 
pnixiraation to immoHalily. If then all 
close, tliey were lo bv changed and not T 
eould they over with propriety have been I 
led mortal ? 1 

It is commonly held that man possessefl 
Immortal soul, yet it is tbougbl to he roorT 
'Corrupted, and of course must leceiv^ 
chatige. There is imlhing of an cartblyl 
ture that we believe is capable of convert 
to henvcniy pi-inciplc». Tlieae must be \ 
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stroyed^ not saved. If every thing th^i may 
be atyled immortal is pure from moral defile- 
ment^ all men mu^t be alike holy and happy 
in this life at all times ; {ov if they have im-« 
inortal soal^ they are incapable of a moral 
change, or regeneratipn ; and if they have noii 
they possess nothing but earthy principles. 

In some pas^iages befoi*e us^ we find a dis- 
tinction of charactec in the resurrection.. 
f^Marvel not at this/' says our Lord ; "foi^ 
the hour is coming, in the which all that are 
in the graves shall beac bis voieey aiid shall 
come forth : they that have done good, onto 
the resurrection of life ; aujl they thai/ have 
done evil, unto the resucrection of damna- 
tion/^ The only .way tQ avoid eofisidering 
this texf; a clear proof of fuljtire punishment, ' 
is to givjs it a moral or spiritual iqterpretation. 
It is difficult to conceive how this can be 
done^ in perfect consistency with those scrip- 
tnres that speak of a spiritttal resurtrectioii, 
Those that are quickened, who were dead in 
trespasses and pins, ^re brougbt frpm a sinful 
state to a righteous one, lu this we always 
jlnd a change of chajracter. \But in tlie-reisur^ 
rection describe4 in this text, we find no moral 
or spiritual change. They that have dopQ 
good come forth to life ; and they that have 
done evil^ to condemnation. The application 
of this passage to the Jews of our Savior's 
day, never ' appeared to me according to its 
natural import. - It must receive a very 
fojrced construction to be tl^us accommo^jl^tedt 
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As far iDstanee^ how eball vre uiidersffl 
the coming forth of those that have done e 
to eoDdemnatum? Was it their being Jbrou 
to a state of eonviction for sin ? if any sa; 
was, 1 ask what propriety there would b< 
ealling sQch a state a resurrection ? W( 
it not be rather a sinking than a risins ? j 
^besides, have the Jews by the voice of Ch: 
since bis day^ been called to a greater sf 
of their sins, tiban in their forpier captiviti 
If we consider them more sunk in moral 
pravity and darkness^ how have they, t 
raised and come forth from their graves? 
those i^at are able inform us. ^ 

Goncentiiig them that Jiaw done good, 
ooi^effnik to the resurrection of life, I wc 
likewise ask bow this describes a nx 
work ? They are not brought from a state 
sin to holiness ; but from doing good work 
the resurrection of life. This resurrectio 
far from describing that process of the dr 
energy of gospel grace that translates from 
bondage of corruption into the glorious 
erty of the sons of God. Though it be an 
of divine pOMer, it gives no change of m 
condition or character. ^ What then can 
passage ddscribe, but the resurrection of 
body? If it d^cribe this, it answers 
general question in the negative, that p] 
ical operations, though exercised by dr 
power, pre not made the exclusive cans 
moral effects. ' - - - 

^OTne have undertaken to urge a spiri 
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iaterpretation of the passage h&m ita eotinex* 
ion with the Sdth verse of the same chapter. 
But if they both be intended to desoribe one 
eveat^ there is a plain contradiction, Oiie 
, aays^ <^The dead shall hear the voice of the 
Son of Gbd^ and ^ep that hear strntl live/^ 
The other makes a part only to come to the 
resurrection of life* To say they that hear 
shall live^ and they that have done evil^ shall 
hear his voice and come forth to the resor* 
rection of damnation^ are not reconcilable de<<^ 
scriptions of the same eventi Nm* is there 
any thing in the connexion of the two passa*^ 
ges^ that makes it necessary to interpret them 
alike. The SStli and i^9th verses seem to 
express their own meaning, Without any par* 
iicular assistance from the context* 

In our fourth passage Ht the bead of *^is 
Lecture, we have the same sentiment express- 
ed. ^'And have hope toward God^ which 
they themselves also allow^ that there shall 
be a resunrection of the dead, both of the just 
an4 onjust.^' The Apostle here mentions 
the distinction of just and unjust in connexion 
with the resurractioti. The passage clearly 
cames the idea^ that among the dead are the 
unjust as well as the just. All do not^ there- 
fore^ experience a saving change at or before 
death. Some are found unjust at the time of 
the resunrection. And unless the resurrec- 
tion effect a moral change as well as physical^ 
they must be unjust^ when raised from the 
dead. Jf this moral change be effected by 
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the resnimctiou, could we ronjt^cliirQ wbsl 
M*aa St. VauVh reaiioniDg. &■ ruimil id AcU 
xxiv. 215, concerning a juilgmciit lo conrn? 
Clin we put any ruUonul ooiislructiim on 4 
variety o( pas6ag«H, wiiicli have biMin coiui(l> 
ered iu llicse Leclurci? Tim scriptures must 
be coDsisttiuL til &U Itieir pRri« ; ur else Lbe; 
luitinut uuiiluiu tlie revealed will nf GcmI. 

"UelioUi," say» tlir Apostli!, '■! HlittW yoifc 
a mjnU-ry ; wc t<liali nut nil sleep, Imt wo 
sUrH ail be cliaiigeii." Our naturml »irE(» ['< 
a very happy flj^ure tu represent tlesili : "ml 
ttivakiu^; from sleep, (o re|rtesenl titu r?sQr- 
recttoii. The Apuxlle, theicftne, in tliis and 
Bomo ullier passsges, chIU death tlecji. Tv 
wimt be alluded by Ibe pronotiu h-s, laftj I* 
ntlcoded with more ditUeully. I (hitik be 
must cither b&ve the whole bnman race in 
view, from Ibe lirst uixn Adnio lo tlie Inlcst 
o&«priiigiif bi< progeny, ami refer lo tbi 
il^ of Ibnt pL-rind wbeu be siiys, "Tfe 
Dot nil aleep ;" ar eUe tn the believei 
dlSerent iiges. lo the lime of the resurrCt 
If it conM be ibought, be e\pec;ted a pre' 
reaurrectinn of beiievl:r», he nii|;bt nllui 
tbese, wUcii he said, "We Hbicli are i„ 
ajid romaiii.'' Whi'n he said, ''H'fi shall' 
be clmnj;ed," be clearly ciubrnced lUe whola 
human tamity. or at least nil tlinBc Hint cowo 
forth In Ibe resurrection of life. He coul*l 
not suppose that be biraiielf, or any of b!a 
brethren Ihcn liriiig, would continue in *'"'" 
life until the re&uiTuclbn. Ue tUewbei 
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isures us, h« knew that the time of his depar-^ 
iure was at hadd. 

' I am inclined to think that from the first 
verse to the end of tlie chapter we are now 
codsidsring, St. Panlis describing the pscu- 
fiar favors connected with the resurrection of 
the just, as likewise in oar 7th scripture, 
ftnindin' his first Epistle to the*Thessalonfaris, 
In both these he seems to consider the believ- 
isrs of diffe'rent ages in one common union and 
society. In this manner he addresses them 
hy the use of the term we. "?F^ shall not all 
sleep, but tee shall all be changed/^ <*Then 
ive which are alive and remain, shall be 
caught lip together with them in the clouds.'^ 

Various are the figures which the works of 
nature afford, to typify the resurrection. 
Night being a figure of death, it follows 
that the morning represents the resurrection. 
Then the birds of the air resume their music, 
-and man from his slumber, the usual employ- 
ments of life. Then activity, industry, and 
sociability are seen in a vast variety of be- 
ingSy that inhabit this spot of the Creator'fl 
great dominion. 

Winter is another figure of death. Then 
are the trees stripped of their verdure, and 
bound in frost, cease from growth and beauty. 
The fructifying earth produces nothing of the 
vast variety, which she exhibits in the vernal 
and summer seasons. But spring |s a pat- 
tern of the resurrection. Many animals, be 
fore torpid, leave their wintry retirements, au^* 



^■■■■■■■■■■■ifiiki^. , -::^,^^.'^Mi>i^^ 



136 



ON THK JIF!l-RBF.CrlOjr 



resume the Imay cxpliiiifl of life. Tbe treeSf 
released from frost, exhibit Wtc and gnndeur. 
Tbe (^nrtii yiirlila licr increaBC, and lecuid wilh 
Ihc juy of till- myriads of lier new born sons. 

Stvi-|i in likewise a fi^rs of death, and ai 
awakening frum §lue|>, of Ihe rssurrection. 
Jq sound sleep our tlionghtc aad cauacious- 
uesa are suspended. In awaking from stc^ 
ib^y *rc iniDiediatety restored. 

That we see tbe works of nature do not 
deny us the tokens of the resurrection ; but to 
revelalinn, we are mostly indebted for the as- 
surance of the doctrine. Jesus says^ "J am 
the resurreelion and tbe life : be that I 
lieveth in mc; though be were dead, yet ■ 
he live." 

AMEN. 



HYMN. 

I ''SefLsmij, BRil niuHtlii, auil weitki, aad days, I 
"Dcmiuiil retiirntiig aongs of iiraige ; 
"TIic. op'nln^ light antl Rvening shnd* 
"■Stall lee Hit cheerful boniBge (wtil. 

i "But O may our liarmoaiuus tongti«S( 
"la worl'li uiibitowii. jiursue tba tnDg) 
'^Afiil ill lliuir hrighter courts adorCi 
"Wtiile ilaya aiiil yv^n revoUe do inoro." 

i The earlli once bound in ftatiy t 
Tk« nukcil trees wtUi Troieu vvlua, 
Fl^joice toipu Ihe vernal laoru, 
Wbeu life and Uberly reluni. 
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4 So shall our boiiU their vernal linil, 
Wlma iin aidslrire no more prevail; 
Our robn of life more Joy expreBs, 
Than nature in ber sommer^B drcsg. 

I 5 The OarkEome n'lgtil, a gloomy scene, 
"Wilh raU'ringeigiii ami deadly Diten, 
Girea greater Joy to morning notes, 
Sang from ten lliuusniid warbling IhroatE. 

r 4 But when oar night of gin and death 
FulQIe the time of feeble Taith, 
Transcendent day begins the praise 
Of otilUon tongue; in cheerful lcy«. 
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THE SALVATION OF ALL MEN NECEBSA- 
BY TO A COMPLETE FULFILMENT pP 
THE LAW. . » 

1. Mat. T. 17, 18. ■ ■*• 
Think not fhat I am come lo iflmy the hw er 0» 

propheti : [ mid not comr to dMtroy, but to falU- fot 
vcriijt I my unlo you, Till heaven aud eulk (MM. aat 
jot or one little aliall in no nwe pass from Ibc tew, IJU ill 
U rulfillEiL 

2. RoMAiisiiit. 8, 10. 

Owe DO DUn *ny ibiog, but lo love om ui(rthcr{ tor 
lie Ibal lovelh uiolher balh fulfilled tlie tew. Lpva 
worketh uo ill lo hia aeigtataor : dterefora hM e il tt«IU- i 
tUtiog of the taw. 

A law or comtnandmenii ilways presop- 
posCH tegislativo authority, uni sunjrcts pro- 
pfr (o be matle nmeuable to the dlctatc;i of ill 
own power. Iti these eulijects, the exiKtuaee 
of moral powers are uuderetood; that U, an 
abilily to obey or disobej. Without eoch 
abHity the law could be of no use. It could 
naitber pnsvcut iiijory, tier proninle virtue. I* 
follows then, thai if men be goveruKtl by a I 
law of necessity, llmta law of commandmcDti, 
•wherever it opposes tluit lew of necc»»Uy, 
■would be iiujusl ; becaiwe il re.(|uirt*t, wbera , 
tbert! 18 uu nbUity lo perform. Ja I ^ 
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courts, wlierever it is seen, (hat the criminal 
possesses not the capacity to understand, or 
the ability to obey, that ia common to the sub- 
jects of law, or atlcquate to the avoiding of his 
crime, tins want ofahility is considered a pal- 
liatioD of his offence. In the same proportion 
as they find a want of power, they reckon i 
freedom from accountability. A law then al- 
ways presupposiug, iu the subjects, a power 
obey or disobey, uaturally makes disobei' 
ence probable in a multitude of instouc 
Disobedience appears Uie more probabll 
when we consider, "the law is not made fori 
righteous man, but fur the lawless and disol 
dieot." What is naturally implied, or n _ 
dered the probable effects of a labor, can ne- 
ver frustrate the design of the laborer. It 
appears, therefore, the intention of the legis- 
laturo in legislation ia not thwarted by trani- 
gressioQ, in which, if it were, the law would 
]oBe its force. It is the re(|uiaition or coq^. 
'XDao^ of tJie law only, and not the inlenltoa 
the legitlatare, that is violated by tn 
gression. Transgression evidently does 
weaken the force of the command, but 
command holds of full force, till it is obey< 
beins; supported by the power of the law. 

Whcne%'cr a law imposes puuiBbments 
penalties for disobedience, all those puuii 
.nenta must b« calculated to enforcp the 
quiremi'nU uf the law in the miud o^ the suj 
yxL Thuy mtut be cutculatcd for the gene- 
nl iut«reab oX tbt whole coDUBUui^, which 
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generally coDxisU in the pHrticnlar intereat of 
enefa individusl. Every piintbhnicnt wU'ifIi la 
calculated to liiniler oh»(liencc, rather (lua 
etiforeo il, is contrary to every gnotl principle 
of lait', the design ot every goml law is the 
nnitiKlniPiit uf ite giibjecU. itr to nrolect Ibfi 
jiniper rights of each. This design is er[- 
uently not abnndnnet] by Irniisgri'SNion, ei'«i 
tuwarti the criminal himself. U n nmn ba 
commanded to love liis neiglilior, the law, 
which retjuires this, will nut ahaudon lis Urtk 
requisition, iu requlrinjg [HmisbnicnL II will 
not require a punishment that is calcnUled to 
prevent his loving his neighhor. In a alato 
of endiesfl punishment, no man can posseac 
that love which the law requires. Il is, there- 
fore, difficult to conceive, thai the law 
quires fiucli a punishment! For in ordi 
this, it most first require love and uhedii 
and, for transgression, ahnodoninj^ 
quircment, change to require of the same _ 
Bim 8 »it«le, tltat etersally excludes love and 
obedience. 

It may he considered a proposition thai it 
self-evident, that whultvcr a thing requires, U 
must have accomplished, according to what it 
requires, to be fulfilled ; and to' pass unful- 
filled, ita requisifinna must he violated (vith 
Impunity. M'hen a parent commands bit 
child, obedience fuUlls hi-3 command ; and. 
disohcirreuce with impunity destroys il. But 
it is (o be observe^!, jio punishment can b» 
Accepted as a sahkUtute for obedience ; i 
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majr be infliete^ bm a necesissry mean td ina 
diiee to ftttaM obedienee^ by wmch the word 
el the parent once riolated^ may be still fulfiU 
)ed« Jlccording to Che propositioti^' wfaieh 
I have stated to be self-evident^ if the law 
0«y^ '^Thou shatt love the Lord thy 60^ 
and thf neighbor as thyself^'^ nothing bnt love 
can fulfil the law« That subjeet must lover 
ito liord his God and his neighbor as himself 
and then the law ia fulfilled respecting him^ 
If the law require hatred^ nothing but hatr^dl 
in the subject eonld fulfil it. 

Having laid this proposition before you^ mf 
hearers^ and illustrated it in the use of a proper 
exanB^le^ it is hoped you will assent to ii 
iN^thout any fear of the consequences to whicii 
it will lead ; or endeavor to decide in your* 
mind where its fallacy lies. A decision ok 
tills point is necessary to thef pr<Atable pursu-^ 
anee of our subject. 

You are sensible the common opinion cont^ 
eerning the law is^ that it requires the infinite 
or endless punishment of the transgressor. 
Hotfaing can be more evident than if the law 
require not this punishment^ there remains no 
ground by which it can be maintained, witfe 
even the appearance of plausibility. We are 
not therefore surprised to find this sentiment 
among all the denominations of christian!^ 
which hold to the doctrine of endless misery. 
And as this appears to be the ground of that 
doctrine^ which is held by so large a portion 
of the chmtian world; I shall endeavor to be 
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ma Mireful anit pRrticulnr m possible In c 
derincit Thnt ttm Un- requires the endl 
pniiiiiHinent uf the sinuep. is an idea, that op."" 
itDsei Uic very nnturu of the In^v. The Uw 
in iU ualure rtijuires lovcaud olwdi'-n'-p, U 
requtrpH tliU of the tUsoliedient as \' " 
the oboiiicnt If it ovei- cease to ro^] > : 
eiu Wualti Uieu be no luii^^er a trAu^: i 
And it miist cease to rt'ijoire love, wlicii it 
rrquireii rndlcss tniscr^v; ior it catinnl n'qiiln 
Ij^tli at thu Kiitnc time, itml be con^isUriil ^ulh 
itself. It is ni'gucd llutl sid is inriiii 
law therefore, for a «ini!;lu offciiLH-. 
endless litiiiisbniciiL But how, at'd i 
inand forono oflBijce, can it rccjnir. 
obeditftce V l^ove or obedience is iii 
^vith endless minnry. All ibesc cfi;<:. 
foFR, be required by the l»\v nt Ibr - 
Itisjilatii, tlieu, tliat lbeUwwlii<,. 

love, must change ile native voice. . 

endless niit^cry. 

Tlie iden that the divine law rnjnires tite 
cndlcsa iniKcry of the trausgnifnw, lends l»^ 
anotlicr dilfii-nlly. It has been before < 
cludrd that m hut the law reqiitres^ iH 
have to bi^ fnltillod. li would <;onsef(ueQll 
Itiw that if till! law require the endless miM 
the sinner, that not only the n]i!<ery miiiH| ^ 
flictcd, bat Christ miiHt be the principal I 
by whom it i» iriflick'd ; «iiice be came ' 
the world tu fulfil the law, Li^iend ihert 
of Chruit's bi'.in;^ Hie iuini«lprnf Balval 
4his uaktsti him (he uiiiiUter of misoi 
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fbrthet evident, that the law i*equiriiig this 
misery, would no more admit the salvation of a 
part than of the whole. The same rule that« 
might be devised to save a part, would equal- 
ly apply to the salvation of all ; since all hav» 
sinned and come short of the glory of God. 

The most common idea among the different 
denominations who believe in the endless mis« 
wy ofthe wicked, concerning Christ's fulfilling 
the law, is, that he by his death appeased the 
wrath of the Father, which was against the 
sinner, and answered by proxy, or substitute, 
the whole demands of the law. Borne have 
said his object in coming into the world was 
not so much to save mankind, as to magnify 
6t>d's law and make it honorable. By this 
we see they consider the magnifying or fulfil* 
ling of the law, and the salvation of sinners^ 
to be two separate and distinct works. This is* 
evidently a very erronsous idea, for the only 
way in which the law can be fulfilled accord- 
ing to the scripture, is in the salvation of sin-< 
ners. But if we suppose that Christ by suf- 
ferings only, answered all the demands ofthe 
law, how does it appear that these demands 
are now in full force against the sinner ? If it , 
be said the demands are of force only against 
the sinner^ on condition there is no repentance, 
this condition evidently makes an exception 
to Christ's fulfilling the whole law. Soon 
their own ground, it does not appear, Christ 
answers the whole demands of the law, inde- 
pendent of the salvation of sinners. To say 
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Uiose ilcjnaitili are aoBwercd, and yci letniiiD 
«f full force sgaiiisit tliu aiuuer, would uaotiat 
;to tbc height uf alixurdil?. Hut liuw doct 
Cbriat fulfil Uic law, iudepeudent of saving ill 
traUKgrfssors? Tbc believer id pndlew dud- 
isliiueiit aijswera, Hy takiog to himself the 
iletuaudii of rndlesH iiuuishment, and in (laeJ- 
fying Uie wraUi of Hod against (be aiimer. 
This BDBWpr wc prov* unttcriblural b; th« 
folltiwkig pawngca : "Fur Gudso loved tbo 
world, tiiat be cave Lis ooly begotteo Sou, 
that whosoever believ€lb !□ him shouM not 
{)Ci'i«h, but have evcrlaetinz Jife, Fur Gud 
acnt uol his &ou into the woritl (o coudcntn th* 
world ; but liiat ihe world through liim migbt 
be eaved." *'God ootuBieuded his love to- 
ward U9 in that while we were ypl sinncM 
Cbrii^t died for ufi." ''The jLonI is gond (o all, 
and his tender mercies arc overall his wurlu." 
"But love ye your enemica, and do good* 
lend, hoping for nothing again : and yoif 
ward shall be great, and je shall Iw Utmi 
Oreii of the Rigliest. Fur ht is kind untj 
unthankful and (o (he evil. Be ye tbe4 
merciful as your Father also i» nutre, 
"For I cBoie doMu fium heavv-a. Dot t 
mine own will, but the will of liim that sent 
me." In the firfit of tbese passages we fiad> 
that instead of the Son's i-ontlng to ap; 
the wrath of the Father, God ho lovu 
word that he scot blm. la the next, 
Ood commeuded hia love toward 
Oiedeatbof Clmet; not thai bis wrat£ 







W ALL MKN. 140 



appeased by bis death. His love toward 
sinaers must be anterior to the dirath of Christ 
to be eommended by it to mankind. When 
yre are assured, the Lord is good to all, and 
his tender mercies are over all his works, do 
we need argument to prove that he is not filled 
with wrath toward all, but ever disposed to 
tender mercy? If he be kind to the un« 
thankful^ and to the evil, where is the ua* 
merciful wrath^ which the law exhibits in 
him^ and which the Savior appeases ? And 
besides, if Christ came down from heaven, 
not to do his own will, but the m ill of his 
Father, and the will of the Father is infinite 
wrath toward tht sinner, instead of appeasing 
his Father's wrath, does he not make himself 
an agent to pour it in full force upon the de« 
voted head of the sinner? But to do this, wo 
see he is not seeking nor saving that which is 
lost ; he is not the Savior of all men, spe- 
cially of those that believe. 

We are expressly told that love is the ful- 
filling of the law. It is not then to be ex- 
pected that the law would require for its ful- 
filment any thine different from this divine 
principle. Nor does it appear rational tbai^ 
it would accept a proxy who should perform 
its requirements for another. If the law re- 
quire me to love the Lord, and my neighbor, 
how can it accept the love of another in 
ray stead, and suffer me to continue in dis- 
obedience ? This must plainly be the oas9; if 
it accept a proxy, 

14) 
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When we learn that love ii the ftilfillia^ of 
the law, it is easy to be seen^ what is the work, 
of our Savior in hie important liibor. It mtlst 
be to give to every transgt'esior its own prin- 
ciple^ which h love, enabling him to fhlfil i& 
voice. When the law sayd, love thy neigh- 
Ibor and he obeys, then the law is fulfilled re- 
specting him. To him is Christ the end of 
the law for righteousness. Christ makfes the 
law perfect in him by implantii^ its* pl*im»<i 
pies within hira. This is the new covenant 
mentioned in Jeremiah xxxi. 31^ 32, 33> M; 
^fJBehold, the days come, saith the Lord^ that 
X will make a new covenant with the honse of 
Israel^ and with the house of Judah ; not ac- 
cording to the covenant that I made with their 
fathers, in the day that I took th'em by the 
hand, to bring them out of the land of Egjrpt ; 
(which my covenant they brake, although I 
was an husband unto them, saith the Lord ;) 
but this shall be the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel ; after tho$a days, 
saith the Lord, I will put my law iti their in- 
ward parts, and write it in their hearts ; and 
will be their God^ arid they shall be my 
p(gople. And they shall teach no more every 
man his neighbor, and every man his brother, 
saying, KnoM^ the Lord ; for they shall all know 
me from the least of thfem to the greatest of them, 
saith the Lord : for I will forgive their iniqui- 
ties, and will remember their sin no more/^ In 
this new covenstnt it is observable, the law is to 
be written in the hearts of those who have trans* 





• 

_ iitiiis'law. Yhis law 48 tbe kw of love ; 

^dlhi0 in the fulfiUing of ihelaw. Whea 
|3.hr]igit;eame/ not to destroy tke kiw^butto 
CdlfiHt^ be came to write its prineiples in the 
lieaiAs of the tfaasgcessors of the law. Thk 
\% dOft^i^fiBg it^ and making it 4ionoFable. 

It mVA 4I0W easilj 'he se^n that the saU 
.vatiQii xif all the transgressors of the law is 
joeeeuarjr to a 4M]impIete fulftlment of the law, 
A sab^akion .of all l^e transgressors of the law 
Is Jte Aalva^n of all men ; for all have sin- 
aed and come ishort of the gWy of God. 
-When a father requires obedience of his 
chiMren^ can the obedience of a part of them^ 
.wboUjfttlfll M^ command ? No more can the 
<^edieactt of a ^rt of mankind^ fulfil the law^ 
;which regiiires the obedience of all. By the 
«aiae irnle the obedience of one who is ap- 
^inted toceeonciie the disobedient children^ 
never ^n be accepted in the >room of the chil- 
dren. If he have failed in the work of re- 
conciliatioQ, he has but performed what was 
required of hi^i. His faithfulness cannot be im- 
puted to the oliiidKen^ so as to answer the de- 
mands of the father against them. If they be 
&rever dis^obedient^ not all the blood of bulls 
or of goats, the ashes of an heifer, or the sa- 
4^rifice of an innocent son, can so magnify his 
word and make it honorable, as to have it 
'«aid he commanded^ and, by them, was ever 
obeyed. The law, then, in being magnified^ 
is to have the honor of being obeyed, which if 
the greatest honor that could be possibly eon- 
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fcrred npoo it It preaches to all nanldni}, 
'•Love tlie Lord iUy Had nilli all lliy faeari, 
and with all thy soul, am) witb sll ihy 
itreDf;tli, aud njili nil tliy mind ; and lliT 
■eiKliiioras thyself;" and wiieii love ■which 
ii tae fulBlling of the law is written iq every 
heart, then ita |irtachit)g will prove efliFctoalr 
and (he law iUeir exceedingly magnified. 
But if there be a tiingle individual among 
tbose (liat ore under the law (bat never ro- 
•eives this principle of love, hut continue* 
eternally unreconciled, as roueh as a jot or 
liltls certainly paiscs fruni the law wiUiool 
futfilurenL It fuivver calls tn vain to tb ' ' 
dividual, to love the l^ord and UU nei£ 
witbout having the honor ot ever beiog ^ 
ed. Hut Christ has proaiiecc]. that not ffi 
or tittle f«liall pass (ill the whole is rulfillt-d. 
In ari;uuig tnr the salvation of the uhule, w« 
argac for the sulvnlion of each iuilividual, M 
necesHAry to a complete fnlQlm«nl of (he law. 
It is plain from the Mords of Chrisl. thai if 
the fulfilment of the law rospecl one I 
vidua! of the race of Adam, it eqnally re^ 
(he whole, it ia equally as plain fVom'^ 

words of St. Paul, (hat it docs respect n 

kind, or lie never would have said, *'IIe Ihit 
luvelh another liatli fulfilled the law/' The 
eonclusiou, then, of the oalvation of all ala- 
ners, h rendered ae ludiEputable as the w'onU 
of Christ and liia apostles. To many it ii 
as indiitpulahle, altliou;;h to others, it may aoi 
appear eo. A subject that appears the i 
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clear and decisiye to one, may be like the 
^«kaes$ of Egypt to another. When wa 
«ay the proof of oar «ubjeet is clear, we wish' 
not to be understood that we hav^ no charity 
for those who are anable to see it. ^^Charitj 
heareth all things, and endureth all things/' 

An inquiry may now be made, how are we 
to support the doctrine of rewards and punish- 
ments according to these ideas of the requisi- 
tions of the divine law ? If the law require 
love and obedience only, how can it require 
punishmtnt ? and if it do not require punish- 
meat^ wllat doe^ ? The law may evidently 
a|iprove of any penalty, or require any pun- 
ishment^ that is for the bendlt of the punished^ 
w for the general good of the sulgects of law. 
Any panisbment that is caltulated to lead to 
love and obedience, is easily seen to be con- 
sbtent with the requisitions of the divine 
law. The law may not only approve of such 
punishment, but in subserviency to its main 
design, absolutely require it* A law natural- 
ly presupposes penalties, and punishments 
for disobedience, but in subservience to the 
requirement of love. But the reason which 
isj^iven for the law's requiring punishment, 
totally excludes the idea of endless punish* 
ment, because in such punishment, we , can 
discern no ground for supposing an intention 
to amend, or an object akin to the require, 
ment of tiie law according to scripture. From 
this consideration we can see nothing against 
ihe law's requiring punishment in a future 
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state as well as iu tbe present, if it be for (he 

same uh and jmriiose. That punlihEDent 
is for the benefit of the pusiitbed, in a poiot 
clearljr inainUined in tbe scripture. ''For 
whnoi Ibe Lord loveth be cbastenclb, and 
scoiirgisth every sou nbum be receivclb. If 
ye endure cliastcaing, God dealeth wiib you 
AH with »i)[)s ; for w bat suu is be wbom Ibe 
falber clitulcnelb not? Kntifye Iw wilbout 
chastiNcmcnl, ivliereof all are partakers, fhea 
aru Tc ba^ilards and nut gona. Fnrlhnniiore, 
WD uave bad fatbcre of our ficsb, wbich cor. 
reeled us, and we gave IbL'm reverence : shall 
wo not much ralbur be in Huhicctton unUi tbe 
Father oftpiriisaDd live? For (bej verily 
firr a few days chastened U3 after tbeir own 
pleasure ; but he for onr proiit (bat we might 
be partakers of lus holiness." 

Siiall ne now alLi-nd (o tbe ^□ettion, wh&t 
is the difference between the law and Ibc 
goaiwl ? The law, we conclude from 
scripture, requirea life, lore, and obedil 
Bui it is (he province of the gospel toj 

blessini; of life, Ihe reiiulremenl of tj 

Tbe law and the gospel are the same in 
lure, but diireretil in ihe manner of bestowing 
their blessings. ''Is tbe law then against the 
promises of God ? Gud furbid : fur if there 
bad been a law given that could have given 
life, verily rishteouaness should have beenliy 
the law." We are not (o uuder>«tand tbe law 
and Ibe gospel to be in oppnsiliun to each 
'>tbcr. What our beaveuly Father tuu ' 




„. -....„v .,, y. , , »..--- -^- . -,j,, ^ -jy,,-^ 



M^h (me luakd^ ht does bot j^uH ^iHm tvith aa- 
cHAer. To airm hiii justtee toA his m«rejr dU 
reetly ag^ni^ each other^ diyidm him againit 
himftelf^ and produccaa ia him the disflord of 
<<God and mammon/^ of ^^Chriit aUd B«Ual(^ 
Henee the poet'a declaration^ 

/*A God all mercy is a God unjust,'' 

i$ foreign from every good principle of the- 
ology. If God be merciful at aU> he is in- 
finitely merciful ; for he postosses no attri- 
bute short of full perfection. He ia a GK>d all 
merciful, and yet a God of justice. ^^The 
wisdem that is from above/^ says James> ^4s 
full of mereyJ^ Then according to our poet 
U is ui^ttst. David says, ^^The Lord is good 
to all, and his tender mercies are over all his ; 
works.^^ 

We discern a difference between the lair 
and the gpspel in that ^Hhe law is not of faith ; ^ 
but the man that doetli them/^ the things re« 
quired in the law;, '^shall live in them.^^ The , 
law promises rewards in imd for obedience ; 
4he gospel gives the principle of obedience. 
Tlie law bestows rewards, but no gifts ; in the 
gospel is the gift of eternal life. It finishes 
what the law requires. ^^For what the law 
could not do, in .that it was weak through the 
flesh, God sending his own son in the likeness 
of sttiful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in 
the flesh ; that the righteousness of the law 
might be falfiUed in us, who walk not after the 
%tiSbf hut after the mSsiU 
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It is furthfr to be observed of the law, tlul 
all ili proruisev are couditioiial. Its Ian- 
gaagc is ilwaya like this ; "Jfye be willing 
aad obedtenU ye tball cat the good ofUiB 
lanil." But ir all the promises of the guapcl 
be conilitiutial, what can it do more than tlift 
Uw r M'v hear it sumuUnies asserted by pro- 
festeil preachers of the ga)«pel.. that then 
not Ro uncanditionil jn-umise in the yT" 
Bible. We will, thcrL-rnre. notice tbia j 
the more parlieuliu-ly. Hi. i'aul in Om 
<0, ITj iSj epcakiug of the pnnniso to A 
bam, M'hich in ibe 8tb veri«c be rall^ 
gospel preached imto Abritliam, 
"Now to Abraham and bis seed 
promises raade. Ue aailli tiol, And to i 
as of nanv ; but as of one, And to lliy j 
which is ('lirist. *A,nd this 1 say, thafi 
covenant wbicli was conCmicd before of < 
in Christ, (be law, which was foor bupd red 
and thirty years after, cannot disanoul^ 
it should make the promisa of uoneefTecttJ 
if the inhciitaHcobi! of the law, it ia i 
of promise; but God gave it to Abraba] 
promise." The aposlle's ar{;uinent ben 
if the inheritance bo of the law, which | 
be conditional, for the law can proi>ose Ui 
other terms, it could not be of proiuise.! 
follows then that if it be ofpromtsp, it M 
conditional ; for if it he conditional, it V 
nn surer ground than an inheritance byli 
law. The same apostle in the tJth e' 
to the UcbrewS; nrgites the UDCondilJoni 
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^f the promise in the folio wiug language : 
^^or when God made promise to Abraham^ 
beeause he could swear by no greater, he 
Yware by himself, trying, Burely, blessing, I 
\rill bless thee ; and multiplying, I will mul- 
tiply thee. And so after he had patiently 
endured, he obtained the promise* For men 
TerUy swear by the greater, and an oath for 
confirmation is to them an end of all strife.^ 
Wherein God, willing more abundantly, to 
mhew unto the heirs of promise the immuta- 
bility of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath ; 
that by two immutable things, in which it was 
impossible for God to lie, we might hava 
strong consolation, who have fted for refuge 
to lay hold upon the hope set before us; 
which hope we have a^ an anchor of the soul, 
botb sure and steadfast, and which entereth 
into that within the vail. The uncondition- 
ality of gospel promises are evident from ihe 
idea of their being fulfilled by grace and not 
of works. ^^By grace," says the apostle, 
*%re ye saved through faith ; and that not of 
yourselves ; it is the gift of Gad : Not of 
wprks, lest any man should Iioast. For we 
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good worlds, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in tbem.'^ 
^*And if by grace, then is it no more of works ; 
otherwise grace is no Jmore grace. But if it 
be of works, then is it no m^e of grace ; 
otherwise work is no more work." <^Who 
hath saved us and called us with an holy 
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Calling, notaccardiiig to our work*) 2iiUtj|i_^^^ 
ilin£ Ici bis owu nunjosp tiud gi-ai:e which w^T 
givcD MB iu ChriPt Jeaus bufutc llie wurld Iw- 
giui." AJI Uirac passages t«>u(l to jtmve liie 
uucunOiltunality of go^^pel proiuiaca. TU 
aatvaliuo ftui) culliugXciiig areonliag to i^ 
juirpos* and grace .(if Gud, excludrs all c«i- 
diiionality of aii^' works wlialever, iir-'"-Ti'^f 
by msn. When Christ speaks t>r tr 
instead of (saying, '1 o^er unt.o tbi mi 
life,* he says, "Igice unto them cletu-l i 
A gift always presiipposeu biKucthing i 
Uian an ufler. It prcsuppusci the nicid 
of llie uA'er lo be (bo iicLual receiver ou 
tbiog oflereil. He must be tUe actuiU rood 
wheo it is called a gift, or il musi be in 
i*ure to be a gift. An afuri^nieiilioucd l| 
iipealce of a salvation, given U8 in diriaf 
sua before the norld brt^au, which w^ J 
before the at-itial reception uf the gififl 
yut through bini was sure to be bcstoll 
in the same manucr m as il said of AbfrnJ^ 
"1 have made tliee a father of mn»y uatji 
before him whom be bdicved, even Gud ' 
quickecietli ibc dejid, and callcUi those I. 
which be not as ibougb Ibcy were," 

The new rovenaut Ihnt bod will 1 
with the boutte of Israel and m ilb Ibe booflj 
Jndah, dilli^ra from the old, in that it pit 
aes no conditions wliicb the people co3 
violate, but stands aloue upon the fvonl i 
Jrhorah : "J will put my law in (heir mjnd«_ 
and write it in their heoitB." It was i 
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^M (^ (^M tVitliottt^ iM meatloti of stiy con* 
UKA^tfi <«il0 sh^li s!^te hi^ people from tbdir 

Bilt wHcti I yr6\iW rta«ori agaiftst tfe idea 
rft tftty ^^Btditioiad III thci gospel, \tfaich chrk- 
tiiWif p<topl*^o generalfy belfevei U isfnot tobe 
tftM^ri^dtf M^ what tb^ gospel embtacc^ iM 
m^' tff ndleftfis; Wh^nercr a wttrk iis de- 
sigWed to fte acddmplteliiBff, or a gift bestowed, 
tbe d^sigfi- must' hecessai'ily embrace meaifd 
aAeqttlrte to the accomplisbAletit of such de- 
9igtid> ol* iti thef des!gfi> tbere woafd be disco- 
V^able a want of proper wisdom* The dob- 
ti^de of fatith {(ad riepentanee is cleai4y om- 
bfaeed iti the gb«pe! as the proper means of 
salyatioii. But Whetfe in the scripture 
is faith or riBpentaiic^ ever called a cohdi. 
tioii by which eternal life is^ ofibred ? I ktfoW 
of no such scripture, and yet our brethren of 
different denominations insist upon it, in aU 
most every discourse. But th^y will say, 
salvatioii must be on condition, becaase With- 
out condition it cannot come. But this is not 
ft fair conclusion. It is true salvation cdnids 
not without them, but this proves not that 
they are conditions. Should a man of wealth 
design to erect a building for his habit&tidlr, 
beibg sensible he possessed jneans adequate 
to such design, would his workman think of 
inferring, because there must be materials and 
labor, that the erecting of the building is 
on these conditions ? Ferhaps their wages 
i^ay be on the condition of their labor, but the 
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condition would then have notbing to da 
with the buiidiog. If tbe first laboren 
employed did. not fulfil their duty, by the 
command of their master^ they would likve 
reason to expect they must give place to those 
that would. He that possessed wealth and 
wisdom would not abandon his design until he 
had accomplished it It is not at all prob- 
able, that Solomon proposed to his workmeoi 
flayingy on condition you will perform the 
several labors I allot to you^ I will build a 
Temple. Yet the Temple could not be built 
without adequate means, though there should 
be no conditions concerning it. So in the 
aalration of sinners, we find embrAced, with- 
out conditions, a godly sorrow for sin, faith, 
repentance, and regeneration or the new birth. 
These are tbe proper means that lead to that 
end. 

One scriptural idea, that merits consider* 
atioii at this time, is how the law, that re^* 
quires nothing but good, may be said to worlc 
wrath. "Now the law worketh wrath ; for 
where there is no law there is no transgres- 
sion.^^ The law is likewise called a minis- 
tration of death and condemna.tion. But it 
should be observed ; when the* law worketh 
wrath, death, and condemnation, it is through 
disobedience. To the obedient the law 
worketh life. ^^The law of the Lord is per- 
fect, converting the sonl. Tbe transgression 
of the law proves wrath to tbe sinner ; it con- 
demns him by pronouncing him dist)bedient; 
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%nd through his disobedience comes death. 
Wid readj^ ^Hhe law entered that the offence 
might abound.^ This was not to increase 
evu actions^ but that sin by the commandment 
inight be exceeding sinful. The law nat- 
urally rjBstraiiis from vice, butVhere there is 
transgression, it shows sin in its own defor- 
mity. The apostle says, ^^The command, 
ment which was ordained unto life ;" (or 
rather, which required life,) ^Hl found to be unto 
death. For sin taking occasion by the com- 
mandment deceived me, and by it slew me. 
Wherefore the law is holy, and the command- 
ment holy, and just, and good. Was then 
that which is good made death unto me ? God 
forbid. But sin that it might appear sin, 
working death in me by that which is good ; 
thfttsinby thB commandment, might become 
exceeding sinful.'^ By this it is easily 
seen that the manner in which the law proves 
the ministration of death, is by a perversion 
of i^.good things to bad purposes^ which the 
law could not remedy, because it is contra- 
ry to its own existence to bestow any thing 
otherwise than as a reward. It can give 
nothing freely. 

The law of which we have been discours- 
ing and y^hich Christ fulfils, we have found 
comprisedfin two commandments, and com- 
prehends the model and ground of all good 
laws in every branch* This we may consid- 
er as comprising the whole body of the com- 
mon law of all nations. It is always adapted 

If 
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to all cascs^ and must be referred to whei*e 
the acts of a civil code do not particularly de^ 
flue. The law of Moses was a' civil code, 
adapted on this general 'principle of eoinmou 
law to the situation of the Israelites in those 
ancient times. If there be requisitions in that 
law that would be improper for us, at thid 
day, it would aflbrd no argument against the 
fitness of the law to the situation and tem- 
per of that people in their day. The sacri« 
ftees and offerings, required in that law^ 
which pointed to Christy need condnue no- 
longer than till their accomplishment in iiim. 
But the common principle of all' good law, 
which is love, can never be repealed. Love, 
the law requires ; and toihis end should every 
branch of a civil code tend. The laws of a 
people vary, as their situation varies, accor- 
ding to the divine law of love, if calculated 
for the interests of that people. 

From the consideration of our subject, we 
learn that the law of Ood requires of every 
accountable person, which is all people col- 
lectively and individually, the greatest love 
they can exetcise toward their Creator, and 
their fellow creatures. We also find reason 
to conclude, the law cannot require any thing 
inconsistent with this principle, or any thing 
that has not a tendency to lead to it. It can 
therefore, never require endless misery. The. 
fulfilment of the law is the answering of its 
requirements according to the nature of its de- 
mands. As its requirements are love and ob^* 
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ilience of all people^ nothing bat the ppiaciple 
of love in all people^ which leads to due obedi- 
tnWf oan completely falfll t1[ie1|aw according to 
its demands^ The salvation of all men^ then^ is 
necessary to a complete fulfilment of the law. 
As Christ is the Enlfiller 6f the law and the 
Savior of men^ the unity and harmony of his 
labor is easily seen ; for in fulfilling the law^ 
he saves men^ amd in saving men he fulfils the 
law. Christ is the end of the law for right- 
eousn^s tp every one that believet^. It ap- 
p^rs^then^tq those wht> do not believe, he is 
not the end of the law. Consequently if there 
t>e those who never believe, to them Christ 
will never be the end or finislier of the law ; 
of course the law, in part, will, never be 
finished or fulfilled, B«it the law will be 
fulfilled through Je^ns Christ our Lord; it 
follows then, that all must obey it, and be 
saved through him* 

We come now to the clcwo of these Lee- 
tares. The interesting subjects we have had 
in consideration, evidently embrace some of 
the most important articles of the christian 
faith. In the discussidn of these I have studied 
to be as strictly scriptural as possible. I have 
called no man father on earth. In some in- 
stances I may have erred ; for error in a 
greater or less degree, is the common lot of 
man in his varied travel in life. To the con- 
sciences of my brethren in the sight of God, 
Icommend my labor. Examine and judge 
for yourselves of what is committed into you« 
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bands ; and lot cliarity di» her office in par- 
doning fanltfi. 

My brethren are sencnble^ as; 1 am t^Ulitig 
to . acknowledge, tbese Lec^tnr e»^ Me not in 
perfect agreement with the sentiments of soioe 
of my brethren in the ministt'y. However 
sincere they may be, I cannot profess- to be^ 
lieve all their ideas. 1 mnst^ therefore, preseb 
differently or not all ; but not for eontentionv 
not for divisions, not for disf^Ilowi&Aiip. All 
that love the Lord Jesud may be united in the 
ties of the same brotherhood, notwithstandlDg 
some peeuliarittes of sen^menti United ia 
charity we stand ; but divided^ we* must falK 
Therefore, let brotherly love continue. And 
may the God of peace shine into our heai^ by 
the divine rays of gospel light, and bless iw 
with all spiritual blesisin^ in hcayenly places 
in Christ. 
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1 Jesos the tiiif^ Contfa^ror i^eigtt#; 
O'er sin amFd^iili the vietVjr gaiiit ; 
Ht8 rOyal mi^etty mlntaint. 

Who is of all the rightful heir : 

He's king of peace, Bubdtoes tHe fo^ ; 
He saves from sin, fi^om pain and woe ; 
lEIriDgs down the proQd» exalts the low, 

And gittrds his own with watchful care. 

2 The Father crowns his royal Son ; 
O God, forever is thy throne, 
Until my foes thy sceptre own, 

And bow subniBsive at thy feet : 
He burst the iron bands of death, 
He gives the fiilntii^ prisoners breath. 
To heav'n he leads the conquerM forth, 

All glorious to their Master's seat 

3 Te human conqu'rors, think how mean. 
Compared with his your conquests seem,- 
With his by which the world's redeem'd, 

And gather'd from the spreading fall : 
~ In all his realm no tyrant's hand 
Is found to mar salvation's land, 
Where people, num'rous jbs the sand, 

Adore one God, great all uc all. 

4 Old Satan at his word must bow ; 

Princes their homage must allow ; 

The powers that be, and ail things now, 
Must give the glorious Victor room : 

Openi ye portals of the skies ; 

Celestials bright, lift up your eyes, 

Behold the great,- the good, the wise, 
'^ilh all his ransomM coming home. 
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i Let eonqn'rors boast their victMes won. 
By glories gaioM, bj slaughter done, 
While stars of night, th' unweary sud. 

Bear ceaseless witness to their rage : 

When Jesus slays, the slain he heals ; 
« His love, not death itself conceals ; 
He in this contest never yields, 

Till ev'ry soul his pause engage. 

6 Masters no more their slaves chastise ; 

No bondage known, for evil dies, 

Nor mothers seen with wat'ry eyes. 
Nor barb'rous hands their sons to slay ; 

But springs of life enrobe the soul ; 

The powers of love unite the whole ; 

As gentle waves of water roll. 
They live an everjastiog day. 
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